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German Finance Minister Resigns 


Lafontaine Departs in Tense Political Showdown With Schroeder 


By William Drozdiak 

Washington Past Service 


Oskar Lafontaine, finance minister and Social Demo^rttelSderTwho 
quit after a cabinet showdown with Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder. 


BERLIN — Oskar Lafontaine resigned from his 
posts as finance minister and party leader of the 
governing Social Democrats on Thursday after losing 
a power struggle that had caused disarray in the ranks 
of Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder’s government for 
five months. 

The surprise decision came in the wake of a bitter 
showdown between Mr. Schroeder and Mr. Lafon- 
taine at a cabinet meeting Wednesday in which the 
chancellor accused his rival of committing “strategic 
err o r s ** by alienating many German business leaders 
with his leftist economic policies. 

In a terse statement on Thursday night that scarcely 
concealed die tensions between the two political 
rivals, Mr. Schroeder expressed curt thanks for Mr. 
Lafontaine’s work and announced that the Social 
Democratic presidium would hold a special Session 


Friday to choose its next chairman. 

Senior aides said Mr. Schroeder would put his own 
name forward as the new party leader, which should 
help him consolidate power in a bid to shift toward a 
more pragmatic and moderate course for his gov- 
ernment. 

As a sign of his intentions, officials said Mr. 


UntQ Thursday, the German government had 
been an unwieldy two-beaded creature. Page 6. 


Schroeder would most likely name Hans Eichel, a pro- 
business Social Democrat, to the Finance Ministry 
posi. 

Mr. Lafontaine’ s demise was welcomed on finan- 
cial and stock markets as investors anticipated more 
favorable policies. The euro, which will soon replace 
the German mark and 10 other European currencies, 
rose Thursday after having lost one-tenth of its value 


3gainst the dollar since January, largely because of 
worries about the fate of the German economy. 

While Mr. Schroeder appeared to be stunned by Mr. 
Lafon mine's departure, political sources said he was 
elated by die opportunity to resolve a persistent split in 
his government that has sown confusion over the true 
nature of Germany's leadership and its policies. 

Although the chancellor may have won the power 
battle with his arch-nemesis within the party, he will 
so longer be able to exploit Mr. Lafontaine as a 
lightning rod for criticism. Aides said Mr. Schroeder 
realizes that he will now be held fully accountable — 
by his party and by German voters — for die fate of his 
government policies. 

But his long-standing promises to modernize Ger- 
many’s economy and create new jobs for a labor force 
where more than 1 1 percent of all workers are now 
unemployed will remain difficult challenges to 


See GERMANY, Page 6 
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A Historic Day for European Geopolitics 


NATO Awaits 3 States From Ex-Soviet Bloc 


By Steven Erlapger 

• NawYoritlma SerOjce 


niversary s ummit in Washington — 
where die Champagne and the rhetoric 


WARSAW — Poland, Hungary and 
the Czech RepabHc wifi formally join 
NATQ on Friday, having barely met 
the alliance’s minimum militar y re- 
quirements for integrated air defense, 
security procedures and foreign lan- 
guage-training. 

But few doubt that drey will bring 
real military benefits to the alliance 
over the next 5 to 10 years, as they 
make the slow shift from heavily ar- 
mored and over-officered Warsaw 
Pact forces to more mobile, flexible 
and smaller Western armies. 

■ They are already contributing with 
peacekeepers, logistics and intelli- 
gence to NATO’s complicated efforts 
to pacify die B alkans 

By their history and geography, 
these new members will help toprotect 
and even spread Western values of 
democracy and market economics in 
die shakier, frontier states between 
themselves and Russia’s vast uncer- 
tainties. ^ 

They are, bowever^alfo ^feSger to 
consolidate these same values at home, 
both to build up then- own sense of 
confidence and that of foreign in- 
vestors. It is not just three militaries 
that are joining NATO, but three stales, 
whose leaders all welcome the moral 
standard NATO provides for tfaeirlran- 
sitiooal and still turbulent post-Com- 
mnnist societies: 

In a direct benefit for die United 
States, which poshed their member- 
shop the hardest, these new members 
will also provide strong support for 
Washington’s aims inside NATO, of- 
ficials of all three countries suggest. 

Six. weeks before NATO’s50th an- 


will flow in equally excessive quan- 
— NATO mem 


tides — NATO members are arguing 
about the alliance’s future in a world 
where the threats to European security 
stem more from terrorism and instabil- 
ity, both ethnic and political, as in 
Kosovo, than from any traditional ad- 
versary, like Russia. 

But for all three countries — and 
especially Poland, intermittently 
trampled by the Germans or the Rus- 
sians — NATO membership provides 
not only real security, but also a sense 
of homecoming, a. direct and unbreak- 
able 'connection to the center of Euro- 
pean civilization after a wretched cen- 
tury. 

Foreign Minister Bronislaw Gere- 
mek, a soalful historian of the me- 
dieval world, compares the importance 
of NATO accession to Poland’s con- 
version to .Christianity. 

For President Alexander Kwas- 
niewski, a former Communist and an 
altogether . brashCT politician, NATO 
Typang the aid to the Yalta confer- 
ence’s division of Etfope, when the 
West let Stalin draw lines of influence 
through Europe. 

“This is the most important moment 
in our history,” Mr. Kwasniewski 
said. “We are entering NATO, we are 
returning to the place which is cun- 
proper home. Being in NATO means 
not only security for ourselves, but also 
our willingness to share risks about foe 
future of Europe.” 

For the Czech president, Vaclav 
Havel, who was in jail 10 years ago, 
NATO means that “we will have a 
solid security anchoring for die first 
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NATO members 
Joining NATO 





A New Era for Ins and Outs of the Alliance 


See NATO, Page 2 


Those countries left out of the 
NATO expansion feel now that, in 
spite of their disappointment over the 
delay, thear security has been enhanced 
by foe bridging of foe farmer East and 
West military blocs. ■ 


Poland and Germany, two countries 
that lived for centuries back to back in 
hostility, suspicion, invasionsand war, 
are now merging some military units, 
training programs ?nd standardizing 
equipment and facilities. Page 2. 


As Dow Nears 10,000 Level, 
Euro Hails Bonn Shake-Up 


The Dollar 
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The Lafontaine Effect 
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U.S. stocks rose toward a second straight record close Thursday on 
signs the economy continued to expand. Meanwhile, the euro shot 
up after the German finance minister stepped down. (Page 13) 


Albright Rejects Attack 


On Policy Toward China 


By Eric Schmitt 

New York Times Service 


Clinton Apologizes for U.S. Policy in Guatemala War 


By John M. Broder 

New York Times Service 


GUATEMALA CITY — President 
Bill Clinton has apologized for U.S. 
support for rightist gove rnm en t s in Gua- 
temala foal lolled tens of thousands of 
rebels and Mayan Indians in a 36-year 
civil war, and he promised American 
s u pport for national reconciliation. 

At a forum with Guatemalan leaders, 

\ Mr. Clinton said: “For the United 
States, it is important that 1 state dearly 
that support for military forces and in- 


telligence units which engaged in vi- 
olence and widespread repression was 
wrong, and foe United States must not 
repeat that mistake.” - 
- He made foe statement in his i 
remarks Wednesday to an 
gathering of leaders from many sectors 
of Guatemalan society, including prom- 
inent Indians, women, government of- 
ficials and representatives of a troth 
commission that recently issued a report 
on the civil war. 

A commission report, released late in 
February, concluded that the United 


States had given money and training to 
Guatemalan forces that committed acts 
of genocide against Mayans and other 
extreme human-rights abuses during foe 
brutal -conflict here, which began in 
1960. 

OA involvement in Guatemala’s 
campaign of team- against Mayan and 
leftist insurgents had long been an open 
secret, but the report of the Historical 
Clarification Commission confirmed 
foe CIA’s' participation in a civil war 
that lolled more than 200.000 people. 

The repeat said that American training 


of Guatemalan military officers in coun- 
terinsurgency techniques had played a 


and execution of thousands of < 

American officials previously en- 
dorsed the findings of the commission, 
but nopresident ted directly confronted 
the U.S. role in the war's atrocities. 

Mr. Clinton on Wednesday praised 
Guatemala as a society that was coming 
to terms with its painful past and was 
moving forward. 


See CLINTON, Page 6 


WASHINGTON — Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright is seeking to 
defend U.S. policy toward China in (he 
face of concerted Republican attacks on 
the Clinton administration’s handling of 
suspicions that China stole nuclear tech- 
nology from the Los Alamos labora- 
tory. 

Mrs. Albright, testifying Wednesday 
before a House panel less than a week 
after visiting China, said that the theft of 
nuclear secrets from foe lab was a “very 
serious issue” that foe CIA was as- 
sessing. But she argued that it should not 
dominate efforts to remain engaged 
with Beijing on a variety of issues from 
human rights to trade policy.which foe 
administration is trying to negotiate sep- 
arately. T wading congressional Repub- 
licans were unswayed by that argument, 
as they have been from foe start. Instead 
they* went on foe attack, accusing foe 
administration of not taking foe theft 
seriously enough at first and then of not 
adequately briefing Congress. 

Senators Richard Lugar of Indiana 
and Trent Lott of Mississippi, the ma- 


jority leader, demanded better expla- 
nations from Congress. The uproar, in- 
evitably, bled into the political arena, 
with two presidential hopefuls, Patrick 
Buchanan and Steve Forbes, each ac- 
cusing President Bill Clinton ’s national 
security adviser, Samuel (Sandy) Ber- 
ger, of “dereliction of duty,” and de- 
manding foal he resign for failing to 
keep Congress adequately informed 
about the theft. 

The administration says it briefed 
lawmakers beginning in 1996 on sus- 
picious that China ted acquired im- 
portant nuclear bomb-building technol- 
ogy from Los Alamos. 

(China bristled at the charge of mil- 
itary espionage. On Thursday, the For- 
eign Ministry spokesman, Zhu Bang- 
zao, said foe allegation was 


“groundless and extremely irresponsi- 
ble,” Agenc 


Agence France-Presse reported 
from Beijing. “We hope foe U.S. gov- 
ernment can take effective measures to 
reduce trouble and remove obstacles to 
ensure foe stable development of China- 
U.S. relations," he said.] 

Mr. Berger, traveling with Mr. Clin- 


See ALBRIGHT, Page 6 
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Senate Panel Urges More Embassy Safety 


WASHINGTON (Reuters) — A 
Senate panel called on Thursday for 
more spending on security a,UA qn- 


Dassies anu qurauwiw 

ministration’s reaction after last year s 
embassy bombings in Africa. _ _ 

Senators in both parties said foe 
Administration's new spending re- 


rests for security improvements at 
> embassies were insufficient, giv- 
en tb& clear and growing threat of 
international terrorism. 

The panel recommended that the 
.government spend $1.4 billion a year 
for the next 10 years to make U.S. 
embassies safer. 
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Pages 4, 12. 


FARM FEUD — Loc Guyau, 
representing farm unions, react- 
ing negatively Thursday to an 
agreement by farm ministers to 
reform EU agricultural policy. 
The accord must be approved at a 
Berlin summit this month. Page 7. 
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Indonesian Religious Tension Boils Over 


Christians and Muslims Search for Reasons to Explain Sudden Violence 


By Atika Shubert 

Washington Post Service 


AMBON CITY, Indonesia — For 
more than 30 years. President Suharto 
kept a lid on simmering tensions in this 
sprawling island nation. But foe ex- 
plosion of violence between Christians 
and Mus lims in the remote province of 
the Moluccas since January has called 
into question Indonesia's ability to 
maintain harmony since Mr. Suharto’s 
resignation in May. 

It takes only a brief visit to the port in 
this provincial capital 2250 kilometers 


(1,400 miles) east of Jakarta to see the 
chaos. Ten thousand refugees have 
clawed their way onto foe docks, fight- 
ing for space aboard foe only vessel ont 
of the province — and the chance to 
leave comes only once every three 
days. 

Usman, an 81 -year-old refugee in 
Ambon’s alFattah Mosque, stared at the 
only items left after mobs burned down 
his home: an unmatched set of dingy 
plates and forks and spoons he hopes to 
sell for a ticket out of foe mayhem. 

Not far away, 48-year-old David, a 
Christian trader, made foe difficult de- 


cision to send his elderly mother and 10- 
year-old son to safety in a neighboring 
province and to keep his wife and 16- 
y ear-old daughter with him as he frees 
the prospect of more violence. 

Neither Usman nor David ever 
thought this would happen, that their 
lone-peaceful homes would explode -in- 
to foe sort of violence that killed more 
than 200 people in one month. 

• ‘We doD’t want to leave. This is our 
home, with our neighbors and friends,' ’ 
David said. “I was bom here, and I have 
never seen anything like this. We are all 
the same people, but I can’t understand 
why this is happening." 

Few can offer reasons for the sec- 
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Japan Recession Over, Some Say, as Economy Stirs 


By Sheryl WuDunn 

New York Times Service 




NAKANOJOMACHI, Japan — Bulldozers and call 
cranes are popping up around foe country, raising 
hopes that Japan may finally be dose to lifting itself 

out of recession. 

No other country has ever poured as much money — 
more than $830 billion in foe last 12 months alone — * 
into economic revival as has Japan, and much of foal 
money is now sloshing around foe comity aid creating 
a noticeable impact Here in this village in central 


Japan, as in much of the country, construction crews are 
again busy, small companies are getting loans again 
and some people are feeling ft tad more confident. 

Japanese leaders have traditionally funneled money 
into brick-and-mortar projects to stimulate the econ- 
omy, so the signs of life these days are interpreted by 
most experts as just a temporary comeback, not a 
self-sustaining recovery. There have be hi many false 
starts the last ei ght years, but tire economy has always 
sunk back, this time into tiie deepest recession since 
the end of World War H 

' To the pessimis ts, however, Japan is tike a vehicle 


being towed along the road by all that deficit spending: 
They doubt its engine will start without an overhaul 

Whatever the reasons for the movement, whatever 
the concerns for foe future, the passengers throughout 
Japan seem relieved that at least the vehicle may be 
going forward again. 

Any progress in Japan would also be a major relief 
for the rest of foe world, since Japan is foe 
second-largest economy after the United States and by 
for the largest in Asia. Optimists believe that Japan has 


tarian violence, the worst in Indonesia in 
decades. Explanations range from the 
simplest of motives, revenge, to a more 
complex historical dynamic involving 
the pattern of Muslim migration into the 
once predominantly Christian island 
chain of Moluccas, also known as the 
Spice Islands. 

In addition, there has been a break- 
down in the authority of the military, 
which under Mr. Suharto maintained 
control by brutal methods but lately has 
been tending off accusations of human 
rights abuses. 

Islam and Christianity have lived side 


See JAPAN, Page 14 
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Atlantic Alliance Enlargement / The Ins and the Outs 


Those Left on the Sidelines See an Improving Climate for Stability 


By Joseph Fiichert 

hnematunkil Herd! J Tribune 


PA R1S — For countries in Central Euaipe left 
out of NATO's first wave of expansion, the 
political embarrassment and fears of isolation 
that might have marred the three new members' 
formal entry have eased. That is thanks to the 
alliance's success in involving these nations in 
defense cooperation short of membership and in 
improving the outlook for stability throughout 
the region, according to officials in Western 
capita lb and in the nations waiting to be ad- 
mitted. 

Articulating this realistic attitude in Slovakia, 
one of the most bitterly disappointed applicants. 
Foreign Minister Eduard Kukan said this week: 
"We are genuinely happy for our neighbors and 
their success." Their admission, he said, "is 
also beneficial for us because it will increase our 
own security ” by extending the zone of Western 
political influence eastward. 


Widely aired fears That NATO's selective 
enlargements would foment tensions, by draw- 
ing a new div iding line across Europe or creating 
a gray zone of vulnerable countries in Eastern 
Europe, have not materialized. Insiejd. NATO’s 
prestige and ability to adapt to particular coun- 
tries' situations seem to have reassured opinion 
both in nations in the alliance, such as Germany, 
and in non-member nations from the Baltic 

■■ states, and Ukraine. Romania 

NEWS and Bulgaria, right down ro 
j yck Slovenia on the Adriatic. 

- — — — — “The gravitational pull of 
NATO has already induced a number of post- 
Communist nations to accelerate internal re- 
forms and to improve their relations with one 
another." the U.S. deputy secretary of state. 
Strobe Talbott, said this week. 

The settlement of irredentist disputes, often 
the price of admission to NATO, has been 
carried out not only by Poland. Hungary and the 
Czech Republic with non-NATO neighbors but 


also between non-NATO states, notably the end 
of a linguistic war between Bulgaria and Mace- 
donia that NATO helped broker this year. 

.Another reassuring development for East 
Europeans has been the European Union's de- 
cision to take in new democracies beyond 
former East Germany. This European enlarge- 
ment, Mr. Talbott said, resulted in part from the 
Clinton administration's initiative in getting 
NATO to enlarge, opening the w ay for political 
and economic development by first exporting 
security io the region. 

In practice. NATO’s role in the conflicts in 
Bosnia and Kosovo has reassured other coun- 
tries in the region that the Western alliance was 
broadening the area and the definition of its 
intervention for stability. This view was re- 


unexpeciedly cheerful attitudes often simply 
showed countries on their good behavior in 
order to improve their chances of being lapped 
for future membership. NATO’s open-door 
policy, alliance officials say, means that no 
country in Europe, regardless of history or ge- 
ography, is excluded as a potential member. 

"That phrasing is ambiguous about Russia and 
its strategic neighbor. Ukraine, which both have 
separate cooperative pacts with the North At- 
lantic Treaty Organization. Russian leaders 
have become resigned to the first enlargement 


The outlook for other countries seeking mem- 
bership varies widely, officials said, almost 
unanimously citing Slovenia as a perfect can- 
didate. Internally in good shape, this bit of 
former Yugoslavia would provide aland bridge 
attaching Hungary to the bulk of NATO. 

But Slovenia's invitation will not be forth- 
coming until it adds weight to a package in- 
cluding another candidacy, perhaps one of the 
Baltic states: Lithuania, Latvia or Estonia. 
Membership for them meets birter opposition in 


round “as a fait accompli.” according to Sergei 
Roeov. the director of a Moscow think tank, but 


Moscow, partly for strategic reasons, partly 
thev were nart of the former Soviet 


pealed! y expressed by Mr. Kukan and other 
European officials this week ai a conference on 


European officials this week ai a conference on 
NATO sponsored by the Royal United Services 
Institute in London.' 

Of course, diplomats there pointed out. such 


Rogov, ihe director of a Moscow think tank, but 
remain adamantly opposed to a second intake. 

Moscow seems to be hoping that the three 
new members will prove harder to digest than 
NATO leaders expected Now securely in the 
alliance, these governments may feel less 
obliged to live up to their commitments and 
maintain' defense spending in the face of mount- 
ing domestic economic pressures. 


because they were pan of the former Soviet 
Union. 

Slovenia could also be coupled in NATO’s 
thinking with Slovakia or Romania, countries 
that were once considered leading candidates 
until their political systems soured. Both coun- 
tries now seem to be back on track and want 
early membership to help lock in their internal 
progress. Similar cases for admission are being 
pressed by Bulgaria and Macedonia. 


Historic Day 
For Europe: 

A Major Shift 
In Geopolitics 


Continued from Page 1 


time in our history. and an anchoring in 
the democratic world, in the world of 
protection of democratic values." 

Mr. Havel, who has prodded the 
more sullen Czechs into the alliance, 
says rheir lack of open enthusiasm re- 
flects “a certain amount of parochi- 
alism. isolationism and faint-hearted- 
ness, all of which have an established 
tradition in modem Czech history.” 

In fact, as the reality of membership 
looms — together with the mess in 
Kosovo and a regional economic slow- 
down — popular enthusiasm for NATO 
and required military spending has 
dropped in all three countries, with re- 
cent poib registering some 60 percent 
of Poles and Hungarians in favor of 
membership now. and some 55 percent 
of Czechs. 

But all three governments remain en- 
thusiastic about NATO and committed 
io increased defense spending even in 
these harder times, when Polish eco- 
nomic growth may drop to 3.5 percent 
of GDP this year and Czech growth has 
turned negative. 

For Tadeusz Chabiera. with two sons 
and three daughters, there is also a sim- 
pler meaning for a Poland which has. at 
different moments over the last 300 
years, disappeared from the map. "1 
"want my children to grow up safely.” 
he said. 



Soon, Poles and Germans 
Will March as Allies 


Foes (her the Centuries Practice NATO Roles 


By Peter Green 

bnemtiiumal Herald Tribune 


Pi+cl K’-v&yteli/P' «dn» 

Polish soldiers showing a rocket launcher to General Henry Shelton, the chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, center, in Krakow on Thursday. Poland, the Czech Republic and Hungary will join NATO on Friday. 


Burying the Ghosts 


For the militaries of all three nations. 
NATO membership is also a chance to 
pacify, if not bury, some awkward 
ghosts. While some officers feel they 
are simply exchanging the language of 
one empire for another, most recognize 
that NATO is a voluntary alliance that 
works by consensus. 

Colonel Petr Vlcnovsky. who com- 
mands a Czech air defense brigade, said 
that membership in the Warsaw Pad 
meant a depressing servility to Mos- 
cow's orders. A military career, he said, 
commanded little social respect. "We 
had no opportunity to make decisions as 
a sovereign state.” he said. “Now we 
can decide for oyrscJves. as a full part- 
ner in NATO committees.” 

In 1956. when the Soviet bloc in- 
vaded Hungary, Few soldiers fought 
back. The Czechoslovak Army did not 
resist the Soviet invasion of 1 968 any 
more than the Nazi occupation of 1939. 
The same Polish Army that nobly and 
vainly rode its horses into Nazi tank Fire 
sent 50,000 fraternal forces to help 
crush the Czechs in I96S. and imposed 
martial Jaw against the Solidarity' free 
trade union — and much of Polish so- 
ciety — in 1981. 

Still, the military, like the Roman 
Catholic Church, is at the center of 
Polish national identity, and the Hun- 
garians. too, have an important military 
tradition that dates long before the Aus- 


tro-Hungarian empire. While there is 
some truth to "The Good Soldier Sve- 
jk” notion of the Czech soldier — sur- 
vival despite apparent bungling and in- 
competence in 300 years of occupation 
— Czech soldiers have served with 
distinction alongside the British in Bos- 
nia and the Americans in the Gulf. 

Such successes — like Poland's 
peacekeeping efforts around the world 
and Hungary’s engineering battalion, 
which has rebuilt $4 bridges in four 
years in Bosnia — will go along way to 
raise the stature of the military within 
society, says Tamas Wachsler. the 
young state secretary of the Hungarian 
Defense Ministry. 

“The key to rebuilding the overall 
character and prestige of the military is 
fa give it teeth.” he said. “NATO helps, 
not jusi by providing world standards 
but by opening up international careers 
to officers.” 

By insisting on civilian control over 
the military. NATO makes it easier to 
reform these armies and subordinate 
them to popular will, a senior Polish 
official said. 

“Poland has never before had a mod- 
em democracy, and the military, tike 
the church, has never been a democratic 
institution in Poland." he said. “The 
real test for NATO — and for Poland — 
is how to deal with undemocratic in- 
stitutions and make them compatible 
with democracy.” 

That process has started — of Po- 
land's 130 generals, fewer than 10 had 
the rank before 1989 — "but it will also 
lake time.” 


Sleek NATO Facility 


Deep in a bunker under the Czech 
town of Siam Boleslav, there is a so- 
phisticated Warsaw Pact air defense 
command headquarters that has now 
been transformed, with Americah aid. 
into a NATO facility that keeps watch 
over Czech airspace. 

There are similar Air Sovereignty 
Operations Centers, as they are now 
called, in Poland and Hungary, and the 
American ambassadors to all three 


countries talk enthusiastically about the 
"Dr. Srrangelove" quality of the 
bunkers, with rheir huge overhead 
screens and sophisticated computers. 
The facilities will also help make com- 
mercial air travel safer for civilians. 

All three centers opened only last 
month, but they were the most crucial 
military requirement for joining 
NATO. 

The new members could hardly by 
defended without an integrated air de- 
fense system, coupled with 24-hour 
patrols and a rapid reaction capability 
by fighters. 

"That said.” noted a senior NATO- 
country military attache, “all the air 
crews need betrer tactics, training and 
doctrine." 

NATO officials in all three countries 
expressed concern that while defense 
spending is increasing, the amount of 
money going to operations and training, 
especially for combat pilots, is insuf- 
ficient or dropping. Except for frontline 
pilots, training hours are well below 
NATO standards. 

Hungary, for instance, gives 27 pilots 
NATO's standard of ! (XI hours of train- 
ing. w hile other pilots currently get only 
one hour: last November, some 40 Pol- 
ish pilots held a public protest and quit 
over insufficient training. 

While all three countries have met 
NATO's minimum military' require- 
ments. the training issue is a good ex- 
ample of the significant work that re- 
mains to be clone to make NATO 
membership less hollow . 

But this was NATO's choice, argues 
a senior Hungarian official. 

"NATO rightly decided to invite key 
countries to join, provide them min- 
imum requirements to reach in a short 
term, and w ork w ith them to bring them 
up to speed.” the official said. 

"The chances of a significant NATO 
military operation are very small, so it’s 
OK to have some countries below 
NATO standards now. under the as- 
sumption they will reach them in five 
years.” 

Other minimum requirements the 
three countries worked hard to meet 


include sometimes humdrum compat- 
ibility issues like communications 
equipment, adapter nozzles for fuel 
lines and security procedures, so NATO 
intelligence can be shared. 

Outside Poland’s sprawling old De- 
fense Ministry headquarters, for in- 
stance, there are new gates and elec- 
tronically controlled turnstiles , while 
new locks, safes and procedures have 
been installed in all three countries for 
handling NATO secrets. 

Even here, the past intercedes, but in 
an ironic way. The Czechs were slow to 
vet enough officers to take up NATO 
positions in Brussels or to handle 
NATO papers. 

The reason was an extremely tough 
security law, requiring psychological 
exams and other queries that go beyond 
NATO standards, passed only last 
year. 

The Czechs were so scarred by the 
misuse of security and the extent of 
collaboration with the secret police un- 
der the Communist regime that they 
raised very high new standards. 

“In the long run. that will benefit 
us.” said Petr Necas, chairman of Par- 
liament’s Defense and Security Com- 
mittee, reflecting lingering concerns 
within NATO about intelligence-shar- 
ing. 

In Hungary, similarly, a constitution- 
al amendment limiting troop move- 
ments was passed in 1989, when Bud- 
apest was worried more about its 
membership in the dying Warsaw Pact 
than about joining NATO. 

Two-thirds of those elected ro Par- 
liament must vote to allow Hungarian 
troops to operate outside Hungary. 

Even for Friday's celebration of 
NATO accession. Parliament had to 
vote to allow British Grenadiers to 
bring their ceremonial swords into the 
country. 

These laws make it more compli- 
cated, but hardly impossible, to par- 
ticipate in NATO exercises. Mr. 
Wachsler said. An effort to amend the 
constitution recently fell apart over in- 
ternal political wTangling. 


SZCZECIN, Poland — The last time 
this ancient Baltic port saw the German 
Army was when Hitler’s Wehrmacht 
was fleeing westward ahead of advan- 
cing Soviet troops in the waning days of 
World War Q. 

But on Friday, Poland, along with 
Hungary and the Czech Republic, will 
join Germany in NATO, and by the end 
of June, 50 German officers will be 
based in Szczecin, part of a new Ger- 
man-Danish-Polish army corps 
headquartered here. 

The creation of the Multinational 
Corps Northeast finally marks an op- 
portunity for Poland and Germany to 
bury the hatchet after 1 .000 years of an 
often-acrimonious relationship, which 
culminated in Germany's invasion of 
Poland in 1939. 

The corps will comprise 18,000 Ger- 
man troops from the 14th Mechanized 
Division and the entire Danish land 
forces ( an. 1 8,000-man division) joining 

10.000 Polish troops from the 12th 
Mechanized Division. 

"This is a totally new approach from 
the Polish side because we have lived 
with our close neighbor Germany for 

1.000 years, but always back to back, 
never face to face.” said Major General 
Edward Pietrzyk, the Polish officer who 
is establishing the corps headquarters of 
about 150 officers and men in Szczecin 
and will be its deputy commander when 
operations formally begin on June 26. 

No German combat troops will be 
stationed in Poland, but once the corps’ 
first large-scaJe operations begin next 
year, during Exercise Crystal Eagle, 
Polish soldiers will have an opportunity 
to train alongside Germans, doing much 
to break dowa the residual mistrust the 
Poles feel toward their bigger and 
wealthier neighbor. 

“It is a question of whether we 
should look to the past or look to the 
future,” said Colonel Mariusz Jedize- 
jko, a senior aide to Poland's land farces 
commander. The multinational corps, 
he -said, will mark “a historic act of 
reconciliation. Relations between sol- 
diers will help one society to understand 
rbe other.” 

General Pietrzyk. who trained in 
Leningrad and Moscow as an artillery 
officer in the 1970s and 1980s and is a 
1998 graduate of the U.S. National War 
College in Virginia, said the new corps 
would be a key training ground for 
Polish officers who will learn NATO 
standards on the job in Szczecin and 
then be posted back throughout the Pol- 
ish Army to pass on their skills. 

“This place is the gateway for the 
Polish armed forces to become pan of 
NATO,” he said. “We will do it by 
practice, every day. With a huge num-. 
ber of Polish officers and their families 
rotating here, we will change the men- 
tality-” 

With 200,000 men, Poland's military 
will be NATO’s fourth- Largest, and 
such a change is vital because many 


Poles see the army as a preserve of 
Soviet-style thinking, not a national 
treasure.' 

Polish soldiers get their backs up 
when asked about the army's falling 
prestige. But civilians who watch the 
army say that it is a serious problem and 
that the Szczecin Corps and other 
NATO efforts are important factors in 


to bolstering the army’s prestige. 

• * *N ATO will help the Poles to h 


• "NATO will help the Poles to have a 
real army that is not used against the 
nation and that, like 1968. is not part of 
a begemonistic zone.” said Tadeusz 
Chabiera, of the Euro Atlantic Asso- 


ciation, a private group promoting Po- 
land’s NATO entry. 


land’s NATO entry. 

“We want a real army that could 
have the social prestige ir had before the 
war,” he said 

Along with the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Polish Army has been one 
of die country's two pillars of national 
identity. Even in the 19th century, when 
Poland was partitioned among Ger- 
many, Austria-Hungary and Russia, 
dreams of a Polish army kept the ideal 
of nationhood alive. 

Under Marshal Jozef Pilsudsky. the 
Polish Army sropped Russian Bolshev- 


Germans and Poles used 
to live back to back, but 
now they look forward to 
cooperative relations. 


iks at the gates of Warsaw in 1921, 
saving the fledgling Polish Republic. 

But the army was overrun by Hitler in 
1939. And under communism, while 
still a focus of national pride, its 
prestige was dealt severe blows by its 
participation in the 1968 Soviet-led in- 
vasion of Czechoslovakia, and by the 
1981 imposition of martial law, when 
the array forced striking Solidarity 
labor unionists to surrender. 

Many Poles saw it as little more than 
an instrument of Soviet domination. 

Today, only about one in six potential 
conscripts actually enters the military. 
The rest find deferments. Even officers 
are reportedly leaving in droves. A 
working knowledge of English and 
some computer skills are vital for a 
prospective military career, but those 
same skills can earn a Pole five times as 
much in private business. 

“Yes, I will receive a salary like a 
sergeant from Germany,” said General 
Pietrzyk. 

But he added that only as a part of 
NATO could the Polish Army regain its 
prestige and eventually raise pay to the 
levels needed to attract the best and 
brightest young men and women as 
officers. 

But the corps does have one op- 
ponent. In March 1997, NATO an- 
nounced it would not deploy troops on 
the territory of the new members, and 
Russia has oot taken the idea of the joint 
corps welL 



TRAVEL UPDATE 


WEATHER 


Security Review for U.S. Airports 


Forecast (or Saturday through Monday, as provided by AccuWeather. Asia 


WASHINGTON lAPi — Nearly 80 of the largest airports 
in the United States face an extensive security review as the 
Federal Aviation Administration cracks down on reported 
security lapse*. 

The aviation agency launched the six- week review after 
auditors in a survey of five airports found inadequate safe- 


guards for keeping unauthorized personnel out of secured areas. 
Eventually, smaller commercial airports will be examined. 


Eventually, smaller commercial airports will be examined. 

The agency u ill also determine whether it needs to do * ‘red- 
team testing” — such as sending undercover agents to cry to 
penetrate security — to ensure that problem areas have been 
addressed after the review, a spokesman for the agency said. 



A Must Read Complimentary Report 


Airline to Show Sex Tourism Video 


A Professional’s Guide to Currency 
Speculation and Risk Management 


This comprehensive report is mandatory 
reading for all investors. Complete with 
. profitable. simple, fully disclosed trading 
Peter Catranis models, an 11 year track record and ail 
Trader ' 'zwinfger P r <ce data for performance verification 


For This Free Report and Our Services Guide Call Toll-Free (24hrej 
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PARIS i Reuters! — Passengers Hying from Europe to Asia 
on A ir France flights will soon be presented with a short video 
aimed at fighting sex tourism for pedophiles, a spokeswoman 
for the carrier said Thursday. 

The video, which will be shown from Monday on all flights 
to Asia, "aims to make people aw are of the problem of the 
sexual exploitation of children." she said. 

Charities and children’s rights groups say that more than 
650.000 youngsters under the age of 16 work as prostitutes in 
Asia and that more could be forced into the sex rrade as a result 
of the region’s economic downturn. Air France will show the 
videos over the next 12 months. 


Forex Capita] Management 
Excellence In Regulated Cash •.f/jnagcmcnf and CuWiney Brokerage 


Greece on Monday began implementing a European Un- 
| ton flight ban on the Yugoslav national earner. Yugoslav 
.Airlines, six months after most other EU countries began the 
j embargo to protest the crisis in Kosovo. Greece had said 
bilateral agreements forced it to provide Yugoslavia with a 
1 six-month notice before halting MT flights. ~ 
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Asia 
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POLITICAL NOTES 


By MelindaHenneberger 

- Yurt Tmes Service 

1996^S JG ^ N ~~ Bluing hex husband’s 
cam P ai S n ’ Elizabeth Han- 
52°2f. ^ we <l up. right on time, to tape a 

Sbereadthespotth^ 

^ e , prompter. Then she thanked 
everybody and got up to Jeaye. 

HrJ^ Ven . P rofess,0nal actors can go through a 

ssy*" - «* a 

**”■ 1)016 w called back and 
once more, she seemed at first not 
to understand the request then took umbrage 
at tne implication that her presentation had 
bewi other than perfect the first time. Before a 
onro try, according to a sympathetic witness, 
sne cleared the room and proclaimed herself 
thoroughly humiliated. - . . 

A long career in Washington h«g produced 
many such anecdotes about Mrs. Dole: Ever 
professional and widely admired for what one 
friend calls her “superhuman discipline* ’ she 
Prepares so thoroughly forpublic appearances 
[hat she even requires, aides to count the num- * 
berof steps she must take to the podium. 

Though roughly as fragile as former Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher of Britain, Mrs. 
Dole is also famously thin-skinned, and has 
been known to burst into tears over unflat- 
tering press. 

Even friends who think Americans might 
appreciate a president with an extra measure 
of self-control after the Clinton years wonder 
why she would subject herself to the ordeal of 
running for the office. 

In a phone interview, Mrs. Dole said, “I’ve 
long ago learned to deal with the slings and 
arrows of politics.” If she does run, she said, 
“It will be to make a positive contribution to 
people's. lives, to bring civility back to pol- 
itics.” 

Wednesday, when Mrs. Dole announced 
her intention to consider formally a. pres- 
idential run. in what would be her first bid for 
public office, she appeared ready to become 
the country's first serious female presidential 
candidate and a serious contender, period. 

As a two- time cabinet secretary, a former 
head of the American Red Cross and an im- 



V( Ki. Dn ai .fCdm, 


Mrs. Dole at the Iowa rally where she announced she would study a presidential bid. 
'“She’s a tough lady; she’s as hard as her hairdo,” a Republican consultant said. 

raensely popular campaigner for her husband, 
former Senator Bob Dole of Kans as — (Re- 
member all the talk about how the wrong Dole 
was running?) — she has stirred enormous 
interest among Republicans, and has consis- 
tently done well in early polls, usually placing 
just behind Governor George Bush of Texas. 

Now Mrs. Dole will have to answer two 
major questions: What does she stand for? 

And can she stand the messy, uncontrolled, 
often out-of-control political process that will 
decide who becomes the next president? 

After decades in the public eye, she is 
hardly an unknown quantity. But some in her 
party continue to wonder about her politics — 
and whether she is suited to the political life. 

Is she a centrist in the style of, say. her 
husband? Or do her beliefs as a committed 
Christian put her politics more in J Lne with the 
religious right? 

Now 62, she became a Republican just 
before she became Mrs. Dole, at 39. And 
although she has repeatedly thrown herself 
into her husband’s campaigns, her politics has 


'remained ambiguous, if only because she has 
never run for office. 

She said she defines herself politically as a 
mainstream conservative and laughs at the 
suggestion that she is too much of a per- 
fectionist to handle a national campaign. 

“That has been so overplayed,” she said. 
“1 said in a speech in 1987 that I considered 
myself a perfectionist, but I’ve really 
tempered that extensively and there’s no way 
1 could have taken on the issues I have if 1 had 
not tempered that.” 

And thin-skinned? Another laugh. “I have 
to disagree with that.” she said. 

Friends say she is running out of a real 
sense of calling, an almost missionary zeal. 

• According to Mari Maseng Will, an old 
friend and longtime adviser, the theory of 
Mrs. Dole's campaign is this: “Elizabeth has 
an opportunity to put together a new version 
of the Reagan coalition," appealing to con- 
servative Democrats and independents. 

“She’s not forbidding in the way many 
Republicans are. not seen as a threat to others*' 


views and not intolerant.” Ms. Will said, 
adding, “A lot of women would be drawn to 
her in a way they haven’t been drawn to the 
Republicans in a long time — and young 
professionals, and eventually, the social con- 
servatives.” 

The challenge will be filling in the blanks in 
that general portrait of her. 

“She’s a tough lady: she's as hard as her 
hairdo,” said Alex Castellanos, a Republican 
consultant who has worked for Mr. Dole. 
“And she’ll be one of the serious con- 
tenders.” 

“But until America learns where she would 
lead, she won't pass the threshold test/' Mr. 
Castellanos said. “There’s always a place at 
the table for a female candidate.” he said, 
“but for it to become more than that, she has 
to have a message beyond T am woman, hear 
me roar.’” 

Although Mrs. Dole is an active Christian 
who schedules time for daily prayer and who, 
friends say. is largely motivated by the dic- 
tates of her faith, she has never been a par- 
ticular favorite among her party's base. 

Her husband was never eager to join the 
abortion debate and seemed to put his foot in 
his mouth whenever he did broach the issue. 
Mrs. Dole's stated position, that she is against 
abortion except for certain cases but respects 
other viewpoints, seems similarly wishy- 
washy to some conservatives. 

She says her position is wholly unam- 
biguous: “It’s pretty clear. I’m pro-life, with 
exceptions for the rape, incest and the life of 
the mother.” 

But even her pollster, Linda DiVall, sug- 
gests that her position is a little more complex, 
saying, “T don’t know that she wants to over- 
turn die law of the land,” referring to the 
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision leg- 
alizing abortion. 

And one religious conservative leader, who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity, recalled 
that every time Mrs. Dole has spoken to his 
group, she has excised references to abortion. 

Privately, some Republican consultants say 
they worry more about Mrs. Dole's flexibility 
than her politics, whatever they may be, and 
wonder whether she is gaited for the free-for- 
all of a national campaign. 


House for School Flexibility 
On Spending Federal Money 

WASHINGTON — A bill designed, to give schools 
more flexibility in spending federal money was approved 
Thursday by the House on a vote of 330 to 90. Unlike a 
companion bill destined for Senate passage, the House 
measure does not include any of President Bill Clinton’s 
education proposals, including federal subsidies for hir- 
ing thousands of new teachers. 

On Wednesday, the Senate broke through six day's of 
procedural jousting and agreed to vote later Thursday on 
noth the bill and amendments demanded by Democrats. 

Republicans and Democrats have battled over whether 
the "ed-flex” bill, which would loosen strings on certain 
federal dollars, should include plans to spend $1 .2 billion 
to hire 100.000 new teachers nationwide to reduce class 
sizes. Late Wednesday. Senate leaders had cut a deal to 
put the bill up for a vote, along with a handful of 
amendments that include the new-teacher plan. 

The House passed the bill without compromises, f AP) 

Starr Presents Data Revealing 
Fraudulent Loan Aided Clinton 

LITTLE ROCK. Arkansas — The office of the in- 
dependent counsel Kenneth Starr alleged Thursday that a 
fraudulent S300.000 federal loan taken out by Susan 
McDougal in the mid-1980s was used to help pay off an 
earlier loan taken out in President Clinton's name for the 
Whitewater land venture. 

In testimony at Mrs. McDougal’s obstruction of justice 
and contempt trial, an FBI agent. Mike Patkus. made the 
First link he tween the fraudulent federal loan and a 
possible benefit to Mr. Clinton, who at the time of the 
1986 transactions was Arkansas governor. 

Mr. Clinton has testified he knew nothing about the 
fraudulent Small Business Administration-backed loan that 
Mrs. McDougal received and also never had any financial 
transactions or loans from the savings and loan owned by 
Mrs. McDougal and hex late ex-husband, James. 

But Mr. Patkus testified that he discovered a 527.600 
loan from Madison S&L to Mr. Clinton taken out in 1982 
while pouring through microfilm records of the failed 
thrift. And he" then traced for the jury a series of complex 
transactions that showed how the 1 982 Clinton loan came 
to be reimbursed through the S300.000 loan. (API 


Colombia Rebels Killed Americans 

Leftist Group’s Confession May Unblock Fragile Peace Process 


The Associated Press 

SAN VICENTE DEL CAGUAN, Colom- 
bia — In a stunning confession, Colombia’s 
largest rebel group has admitted its men ab- 
ducted and lulled three American activists, 
whose blindfolded and bullet-riddled bodies 
were found last week. 

A senior leader of the leftist Revolutionary . 
Armed Forces of Colombia, known as FARC, 
said Wednesday that tire Americans were 
kidnapped and executed by a low-ranking 
field commander acting without die approval 
of his superiors.- 

Raul Reyes,_a member, of die jgroug’s sev- 
en-man ruling junta, said: “We condemn the 
abominable assassination of the three Amer- 
icans.” 

The rebel who ordered the shootings may 
be put before a firing squad, Mr. Reyes ad- 
ded ... 

The fact that tire group cook responsibility 
was seen as a lifeline for efforts to negotiate an 
end to Colombia’s 34-year conflict, which 


Away From Politics 

•The New York Civil Liberties Union, has 
sued the city over its new policy to seize the 
cars of people accused of drunken driving. 
The, lawsuit was filed on behalf of 72 people 
who lost their cars under the policy. (AP) 

• OJ. Simpson’s daughter, Arnelle 
Simpson, 30, has paid more than 510,000 in 
restitution for damaging a Beverly Hills bus 
bench and apartment building in a crash while 
driving drunk, prosecutors said Ms. Simpson 
had pleaded no contest last year to misde- 
meanor drunken driving charges. ( Reuters) 

• Still reeling from a 1998 drought that dev- 
astated farming and ranching communities, 
Texas officials are increasingly alarmed about 
what appears to be a potentially more serious 
drought looming tins year. The unusually 
warm winter and dearth of rainfall have 
severely damaged the winter wbear crop and 
stunted hay and natural grasses. (NYT) 

• Newspaper executives denied minors that 

the Denver Post would be sold to its rival, the 
Rocky' Mountain News, as the two continued 
one of the last American newspaper circu- 
lation battles. (Reuters) 


suffered a serious blow when allegations of 
rebel participation in the killin gs emerged. 

- The bodies of Ingrid WasMnawatok, 41, 
Lahe’ena’e Gay, 39, and Terence Freitas, 24, 

. were found in a field just across the border in 
Venezuela one week after they had been ab- 
ducted in Colombia by armed men. The bod- 
ies were returned to the United States on 
Wednesday. 

' The three Americans were abducted after 
spending a week in Colombia on a mission to 
help set up a school system for a local Indian 
group, the 8,000-member U’wa nation. 

t Mr.‘ Reyes saida guenilla commander and 
three, rebels under his command captured and 
executed the Americans after discovering 
them on the U’wa reservation “without guer- 
rilla authorization.” 

He gave no explanation, though, why the 
rebel officer — a 6-year veteran squad leader 
Mr. Reyes identified as “Gildardo ’ ’ — would 
execute the hostages. 

Nor did he explain why superiors in the 
tightly hierarchical rebel army were power- 
less to stop him. 

The armed forces commander. General 
Fernando Tapias,' called the group’s confes- 
sion “very positive for the peace process” but 
said the army had information suggesting that 
a different unit of the group had carried out the 
killings. 

' Former colleagues of the slain activists 
were also raising questions. 

Melina Selverston, a Washington-based In- 
dian rights activist who worked closely with 
Freitas on a campaign to keep foreign oil 
companies off of U’wa lands, said: “We don’t 
accept their apology, and we need to know 
what happened.” 

“Why did they kill them? ” she asked. 

In Washington, Assistant Secretary of State 
Peter Romero said the United Stales viewed 
the rebel admission cautiously. 

“We will be following up to be sure that 
justice is done either in Colombia or in the 
-United Stales,” he said. 

. ' Washington had initially blamed the group 
for the killings, and requested that the guilty 
parties be extradited to stand trial in the 
United States. 

Mr. Reyes said the guilty party would face 
rebel justice in Colombia. 

“We will not turn over our fighters to any 
state,” he said. 
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Poor Care and Social Stigma Isolate AIDS Patients in China 


BRIEFLY 


By Elisabeth Rosenthal 

Ne M'h'ji Touts St-nice 


BEUING — Song Peagfei passes his 
days in a spare 13 square-meter-room 
moving from a bed with a red-checked 
blanket, to a chair, to a donated com- 
puter. His parents, their lives crammed 
into the adjacent sitting room, spend 
their days worrying. 

Shy to begin with, the soft-spoken 17- 
year-old says his energy and spirits are 
just “so-so.” He fainted recently on a 
street nearby and lay on the ground until 
an elderly stranger rescued him. 

“1 almost never go out.” he said 
longingly. “I read. I listen to music. I go 
on die Internet to learn about AIDS.” 

Song Pengfei is one of a small but 
growing number of Chinese infected 
with HIV, the v/rus that causes AIDS — 
in a country that is largely unprepared 
emotionally, financially and medically 
to deal with them. 

Since he became infected in February 
1998 aftera blood transfusion at a hospital 
near his poor rural hometown, he has been 
kicked out of a school that was afraid to 
teach him and from hospitals that refused 
to treat him. A thin, angular young man 
who looks like he stepped out of a 
Modigliani painting, he has endured bit- 
ing discrimination with beatific stoicism. 

The Song family knows that half a 
world away. American doctors now 
routinely prescribe an expensive regi- 
men of pills that can help their son. In 
fact, Pengfei is one of a handful of 
Chinese who ha ve tried the * ‘AIDS cock- 
tail.” with dramatic results. And now, 
the Songs are desperately trying to force 
die hospital that gave him tainted blood 
or the government to pay for the pills — 
a gargantuan task in a country where the 
public health system is in tatters, few 
have health insurance, and there are few 
legal remedies for medical malpractice. 

“I really didn't want to expose this — 
and I’m attached to the country, the party, 
the people." said Song Xishan. Pengfei’s 
father, an unemployed factory worker. 
“But we are at a critical juncture — the 
medicine we have is about to run out — 
and 2 have to think about my child.” 

China's HTV problem is still rela- 
tively small — only an estimated 
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Remains of burned houses littering the Ambon waterfront after another day of deadly sectarian dashes. 


Indonesia Backs ‘Direct Vote 5 for East Timor 


Ajtnkv Frunct-Presse 

UNITED NATIONS, New York — The Indonesian 
foreign minister said here Thursday his country backed a 
“direct vote” by the people of East Timor on a draft 
autonomy package for the former Portuguese territory. 

It was the clearest public signal so far that Jakarta, which 
continues to rejecr a referendum on the future of East Timor, 
was shifting its position and would agree to a democratic 
consultation "in East Timor. 

Foreign Minister Aii AJatas spoke with reporters as he 
arrived at the UN to wrap up talks with his Portuguese 
counterpan, Jaime Gama, and the UN special represen- 
tative, Jamsheed Marker. The talks ore focusing on how 
East Timor would be consulted on (he autonomy package. 


Mr. Alatas again rejected as “not very logical” a UN 
proposal backed by Portugal for election of a consultative 
assembly that would decide whether to accept autonomy, 
which is certain to be rejected, or prepare for independence. 
He called for “a direct vote of the people, not through an 
indirect vote.” 

Meanwhile, the heads of waning factions in East Timor 
said they had agreed to work toward peace after a landmark 
meeting on hostilities in the territory. 

"We both agreed to put down our guns, stop terrorizing 
one another and making false statements, because for tbe 
past 23 years we have been enemies," the pro-Indonesian 
militia leader Joao Tavares said after a one-hour meeting 
with Xanana Gusmao. the rebel chief. 


300,000 people have the virus in the 
entire population of 1.3 billion, accord- 
ing to the Ministry of Health, and most 
are not sick. About 9 percent, including 
Pengfei, contracted the disease from un- 
screened blood transfusions. A great ma- 
jority are intravenous drug users, ac- 
cording to Dr. Cao Yunzhen, an Amer- 
ican-trained expert at the National Cen- 
ter of AIDS Prevention and Control. 

But despite recent prevention efforts, 
the numbers are rising quickly. Mean- 


while, HIV specialists are still rare, and 
discrimination and public ignorance 
widespread. 

It all began with a minor accidenr in 
their rural hometown in Shanxi 
Province, when Pengfei threw himself 
down on a couch to watch television and 
gashed his thigh on a pair of scissors his 
father had left there. 

The wound swelled and Pengfei 
needed minor surgery to clean out the 
gash. Since Pengfei would need a trans- 


fusion, the surgeon introduced Mr. Song 
ro a so-called blood boss, a middleman 
who would find a villager to donate. 

On the morning of Feb. 18. 1998, Mr. 
Song gave the blood boss $40 and Peng- 
fei received 300 cubic centimeters of 
blood drawn from a husky 1 9-year-old 
sumamed Qi. 

A few days after the surgery, when 
orderlies did not take Pengfei to an im- 
portant test and doctors failed to report 
lab results, the family suspected a prob- 


lem. Just two weeks later, the doctors 
abruptly announced that Pengfei would 
have ro bo moved to an infections dis- 
ease hospital because his blood tests had 
revealeahepatitis. 

Mr. Song protested; Why should his 
son leave the hospital that could best 
treat his leg when hepatitis is so com- 
monplace in China? Only then did the 
doctors pull him aside. Within two 
weeks of ms transfusion — a short rime 
but not unusually so — Pengfei had 
tested positive for HIV. 

From that moment on, the family’s 
life has been defined by a mad scramble 
for money and by massive rejection — 
by officials, friends, colleagues, even 
doctors and nurses. It started the next 
day, when PeDgfei was sent to the out- 
patient department of the infectious dis- 
ease hospital for a specialized blood test. 
When he returned, the nurses refused to 
give him a bed in the ward. Penniless, the 
Songs slept in the conridor. 

A few days later, Pengfei was ad- 
mitted to Beijing’s Ditan Hospital, home 
to one of China's few specialized HIV 
programs, where the Songs quickly ex- 
hausted their savings on tests and treat- 
ments. Although Pengfei’s leg was heal- 
ing nicely, his energy and appetite were 
succumbing to the virus. Dr. Xu Keyi, an 
infectious disease specialist who had 
trained in the Uni tea States, suggested 
they try the American medicines — if 
the family could raise $16,000 a year. 

It was an unthinkable sum for the 
couple, more than most Chinese earn in a 
lifetime. By April, tbe family, out of 
money, returned to L infen. where Mr. 
Song hoped that he could press officials 
to clarify how his son had gotten HIV 
and then get the local health bureau to 
help pay for Pengfei’s medicines. 

The school where Pengfei had studied 
computers and English refused to let him 
re-enroll. Hospital nurses would not give 
him infusions. 


U.S. Gets Winning 
About North Korea 


WASHINGTON — North Korea 


is moving to acquire more deadly 
weapons and heading toward a * ‘po- 


sition of confrontation” with the 
United States, the U.S. special co- 
ordinator for North Korea said 
Thursday. 

William Perry, the former de- 
fense secretary, who was tapped last 
year to conduct a four-month review 
of U.S. policy toward North Korea, 
also urged Washington to back 
South Korea’s policy of engagement 
with its tightly closed neighbor. 

“North Korea is moving toward 
nuclear weapons as well as die bal- 
listic missiles that can carry these 
weapons,” Mr. Perry told a briefing 
at the Brookings Institution. “And 
that is putting it into a position of 
confrontation with the United 
Stales.” 

But he said that the U.S. gov- 
ernment should support the South 
Korean policy of engagement with 
the North. “It represents a new and 
very promising initiative.” he said. 

f AFP) 


Legislators Heckle 
Pakistani President } 


The villagers sentpetitions to the local 
jvemment demanding that the family 


Justice Secretary Escapes Censure in Hong Kong 


Reuters 

HONG KONG — Hong Kong's leg- 
islature Thursday rejected a no-confi- 
dence motion against the territory's top 
justice official over her handling of is- 
sues linked ro China. 

The motion against Justice Secretary 
Elsie Leung was the 60-seat council's 
first attempt to censure a top official 
since the former British colony returned 
to Chinese sovereignty in 1997. 

It arose from Miss Leung’s decision 
last year not to prosecute Safly Aw Sian, 
the pro-China publishing tycoon, in a 


circulation fraud involving her Hong 
Kong Standard newspaper. Miss Leung 
cited insufficient evidence and public 
interest as well as the potential for job 
losses at Sing Tao Holdings Ltd., Ms. 
Aw’-s company. 

Opposition lawmakers said Miss 
Leung's handling of the case had de- 
stroyed faith in her commitment to the 
role of law. 

“Our system works only if the public 
can have implicit faith in her,’ said 
Margaret Ng, the legislator who intro- 
duced the censure motion. “What she 


has done has destroyed that faith.” 

Defending herself during the legis- 
lature's debate, which followed an all- 
night session covering other bills. Miss 
Leung said she had done nothing wrong 
in deciding not to prosecute Ms. Aw. 

** ‘There is no basis for this council to 
lose confidence in me," she said. "I 
remain committed, as always, to the rule 
of law. equality before the law and in- 
dependence of the judiciary.” 

In a statement after the voie, Tung 
Chee-hwa, Hong Kong’s chief execu- 
tive, said his administration continued to 


have confidence in Miss Leung. 

"The government is committed to the 
fair and impartial administration of 
justice and will uphold the rule of law in 
Hong Kong,” he said. “Our legal sys- 
tem is intact and offers protection to 
everyone within the jurisdiction.” 

The justice secretary also has come 
under intense criticism in recent moaths 
for her refusal to seek the return of 
criminals from China and her decision to 
seek a clarification from tbe territory's 
highest court over an immigration ruling 
for mainland Chinese. 


government demanding that the family 
be expelled, and the Songs knew it was 
time to move on. 

But by that time Mr. Song had made 
some progress; The local public security 
bureau disclosed dial the blood donor, 
now in prison for theft, had tested pos- 
itive for HIV. With prodding from a 
lawyer, the local hospital agreed to give 
the family $12,500 for drugs and $2,500 
to start a new life in Beijing. 

Last May, Pengfei started taking the 
powerful anti-HIV medications and 
within a month his viral load, a meas- 
urement of virus levels in his blood- 
stream, had dropped from 400,000 to 
70. 

“It was wonderful/’ Mr. Song said. 
“He was eating, he had energy, he 
would walk around.” 

But it is a hand-to-mouth existence for 
the Songs, who are officially rural res- 
idents and therefore cannot readily work 
in Beijing. And doctors at Ditan Hospital 
have advised the family that they will 
need to raise more than $20,000 within 
the coming months to continue Peng- 
fei’s treatment after May 5. 


ISLAMABAD. Pakistan — Pres- 
ident Rafiq Tarar trumpeted 
Pakistan's new nuclear status in an 
annual address Thursday and urged 
a quick move to an Islamic system 
in Pakistan and greater world at- 
tention to the Taiwan movement in 
Afghanistan. 

Opposition lawmakers led by 
Benazir Bhutto, a former prime 
minister, heckled the largely cer- 
emonial president and nearly 
drowned out his speech in the cav- 
ernous National Assembly hall. 
Wearing black arm bands, the heck- 


lers pounded tables, clapped their 
hands and shouted, “Shame, 


hands and shouted, “Shame, 
shame.” (AP) 


Japan Decapitator 
Is Fined $836,000 


TOKYO — A 16-year-old con- 
victed of beheading a boy and his 
family were ordered by a court 
Thursday to pay about $836,000 in 
damages to the victim's parents. 

The teenager was convicted in 
October 1997 of beheading Jun 
Hose, 11, and leaving his head at a 
school gate with a sinister note 
stuffed in its mouth. 

He was also convicred of mur- 
dering another girl He is receiving 


psychiatric treatment at a juvenile 
facility. (API 
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Hail Talks as an Opening 

Khatami Speaks of Religions 9 Common Bonds 






By AJessandra Stanley 

yqr£ 7ZffIgJ JfTvicf 

1 1 Seeking to improve re- 
oeween Christianity imd Islam, 
Pope JohaPaul n gave a private audi- 
ence to President Mohammed Khatami 
or Iran on TTictrsday. 

It was the Pope’s first encounter with 
an Iranian head of state since the days of 
Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi. 

As the Pope escorted the Shiite cleric 
out of hu study in Sl Peter’s after a 25- 
^ minute talk, he called their meeting, 

very important and promising.” 

The V atican visit was particularly im- 
portant to Mr. Khatami, who is the first 
Iranian president to visit Western 
““rope since the Islamic Revolution in 

A moderate, Mr. Khatami came seek- 
ing to improve Iran’s economic and 
political ties with the West, 

As he was leaving, Mr. Khatami asked 
the Pope to pray for him and also for the 
Pope’s own health and success. 

‘‘The hope is for the final victory of 
monotheism, ethics and morality togeih- 
^t,er with peace and reconciliation,” he 
4V told the Pope through a translator. “May 
' God protect you.” 

He presented the Pope with gifts, in- 
cluding videotapes of an Iranian tele- 
vision miniseries based on a story in the 
Koran about Christians who fled per- 
secution by hiding in -Persia for 300 
years. “I think you will find this in- 
teresting,” he told John Paul. 

The visit was described as cordial and 
friendly. One member of the Iranian 
delegation, also a cleric, was apparently 
so moved by the audience that as he 
passed the Pope on his way oat the door 
be stopped and asked John Paul n if he 
could do something. He then leaned 
down and kissed the Pope on the 
cheek. 

The Pope has long stressed the com- 
mon bonds and beliefs between Chris- 
tianity, Islam and other faiths. Since he 
arrived in Italy on Tuesday, so has Mr. 
Khatami. 

“All the divine faiths are not quint- 
i essentially different,” Mr. Khatami said 
^ in a speech to the European University 
Institute at Fiesole, near Florence. 

The Pope last met with an I ranian 
leader in 1970. when he was greeted by 
the shah daring an airport stopover in 
Tehran. 

The Vatican did not break diplomatic 
relations with Iran after the revolution. 

The Pope has talked with other Iranian 
officials in the Vatican, but Thursday 
was his highest-level meeting, and it was 


billed as a historic event by the Vat- 
ican. 

Mr. Khatami visited the United Na- 
tions last year. Iran currently chairs the 
54-nation Islamic Conference, and that 
gave the papal audience additional 
weight. 

“The meeting with the Pope, there- 
fore, assumes capital importance,” die 
Vatican ambassador to Iran, Archbishop 
Romeo Panciroli. said on Vatican ra- 
dio. 

Mr. Khatami also met with the Vat- 
ican secretary of state, Angelo Sodano. 
According to a Vatican spokesman, they 
discussed the Middle East, Chrisrian- 
Islamic dialogue and hu man rights in 
Iran, including the rights of Catholics 
these. 

The Vatican is interested in improv- 
ing conditions for Christians in Iran, 
who are a small minority of about 
120,000- There are only 13,000 Roman 
Catholics there, and they are allowed to 
worship in their churches, but according 
to Fides, the missionary arm of the Holy 
See, Catholics are closely watched and 
denied some civil rights such as careers 
in the military .or government. 

The Iranian government is even less 
tolerant of larger religious minorities 
such as the Baha’is, followers of a faith 
that originated in 1 9th century Persia and 
which Iranian clerics consider 
apostasy. 

Human rights organizations and Ira- 
nian dissident groups say they are 
fiercely persecuted by the more con- 
servative wings of the ir anian judiciary 
and security forces. 

In Rome, where security surrounding 
President Khatami was tighter than for 
any other official visit since the then 
Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, came 
to Rome in 1989. about 50 Iranian dem- 
onstrators managed to squeeze into a far 
comer of SL Peter's square, but were 
cordoned off by barriers and a solid wall 
of Italian police officers. 

They waved banners and shouted slo- 
gans against Mr. Khatami. 

“He is a fascist and a terrorist!” one 
protester screamed. Despite all the se- 
curity^ Iranian protestors in Rome man- 
aged to hud paint-filled eggs at Mr. 
Khatami's passing motorcade. 

By coincidence, Salman Rushdie was 
in Italy at the same time as Mr. Khatami, 
delivering an honorary degree speech at 
the University of Turin on Wednesday. 
Mr. Rushdie was sentenced to death by 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in 1989, 
who accused the British author of blas- 
phemy in his novel. “The Satanic 
Verses.” 
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President Mohammed Khatami with Pope John Paul n at the Vatican 
on Thursday. The Pope may visit Iran this summer during an Asian trip. 


In September, Mr. Khatami's gov- 
ernment lifted the sentence, known as a 
“fatwa.” But conservative mullahs re- 
affirmed the sentence on its 10th 
adversary. Mr. Khatami did not pub- 
licly mention Mr. Rushdie during his 
visit. 

Before visiting the Pope, Mr. Khatami 
had a breakfast meeting at die Italian 
Foreign Ministry with two dozen rop 
Italian businessmen, including 
Guglietmo Moscato, chairman of Ente 
Nazionale Idrocarburi, the Italian energy 
giant, which, along with the French oil 
company Elf- Aquitaine, recently signed 
a $ 1 billion deal to develop an odd-shore 
oil field in Iran. 

An Italian official said that in the 
meeting Mr. Khatami sought to reassure 
the business executives, saying that Ira- 
nian society was opening up and that 
foreign investors could have confidence 
in the new climate. 

-Mr. Khatami, who flew back to 
Tehran on Thursday, told the Pope that 


he left Italy with “beautiful memories" 
of his visit in the Vatican. 

■ Rushdie Visit Angers Iranians 

Iranian newspapers lashed out at Italy 
on Thursday for playing host to Salman 
Rushdie during die state visit by Pres- 
ident Khatami. Reuters reported from 
Tehran. 

“The Italian Foreign Ministry must 
be held accountable for not informing its 
Iranian counterpart of its intention to 
grant a visa to the apostate Rushdie 
concurrent with the visit of President 
Khatami," said the English-language 
daily Iran News. 

Honoring an apostate “is a cause for 
revision in Iran of what has so far been 
seen as Italian goodwill and friendly 
intentions,” it said. 

“One cannot help bur reach the con- 
clusion that at least some in the Italian 
government fully intended to insult our 
president, nation and religious beliefs.** 
the daily added. 


U.S. Restricts 
Low-Altitude 
Flights in Italy 


By Matthew L. Wald 

Vi a- Ynii rimes Sen ire 

WASHINGTON — American flight 
crews working temporarily at the base in 
Aviano. Italy, are now prohibited from 
low-level training flights like the one 
that hit a ski-gondola cable 13 months 
ago. killing 20 people, the Pentagon has 
said in announcing plans for a safety 
study in the aftermath of the accident. 

Tapes of each training flight are 
routinely reviewed by outsiders to make 
sure rules are followed, a Pentagon 
spokesman said Wednesday , but the mil- 
itary will not discuss other derails, like 
whether the map used by the pilot last 
year, which did not show the cable, has 
been updated. 

Defense Secretary William Cohen has 
appointed Admiral Joseph Pruehcr. the 
former commander in chief of the Pacific 
Command, to review measures taken 
since the Marine Corps FYowler jet hit the 
cable. The review is to take 30 days. 

The pilot was acquitted by a military 
jury March 4, a day before Prime Min- 
ister Massimo D'Alema of Italy visited 
the White House. President Bill Clinton 
promised the review after outrage over 
the verdict. The Italians are to appoint an 
officer to work with Admiral Prueher. 

A Pentagon spokesman. Captain Mi- 
chael Doubleday of the navy, said that 
since the accident. Italian air traffic con- 
trollers have been briefing crews before 
each flight, and low-level training flights 
by .American crews not permanently 
based in Aviano have been banned. The 
Marine squadron involved in the cable 
accident was on a six-month tour. 

New rules also require crews flying 
low-level missions “to initial that they 
have read all of the appropriate dir- 
ectives and appropriate briefing mate- 
rials." Captain Doubleday said. 

But Kenneth Bacon, another Pentagon 
spokesman, asked Friday about the chan 
the crew was using, which did not show 
the lift cables, saidt “I’m not aware that a 
change has been made yet in the map, but 
1 really can't talk about that because that's 
the subject of a different litigation.” 

The court-martial disclosed other, 
deeper problems. For example, the Mar- 
ines were relying on an altimeter that 
may have been disabled by the way they 
were flying the plane. Also, pilots fly 
low-level missions so seldom that they 
cannot maintain proficiency. 

The Marine Corps is planning to an- 
nounce Monday whether it will also 
court-martial the navigator. Captain 
Joseph Schweitzer, on the homicide and 
manslaughter charges on which the pilot, 
Captain Richard Ashby, was acquitted. 
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85 Injured in Gaza 
As Protesters Riot 

GAZA — At least 85 people were 
injured Thursday in a second day of 
clashes in the Gaza Strip triggered 
by a death sentence imposed on a 
former Islamist activist, witnesses 
and medical workers said. 

The Palestinian police sealed off 
the area, preventing journalists from 

covering the clashes in the southern 
Gazan town of Rafah. 

Rioters pelted policemen with 
stones and they responded with 
gunfire, i car gas and clubbings. 

A medical worker said more than 
70 policemen were treated after be- 
ing hit by rocks and that about 15 

f votesters were wounded, two by 
ive ammunition. 

Two Palestinians were killed in 
similar clashes Wednesday after a 
Palestinian court sentenced to death a 
former activist of the militant Hamas 
group over the February killing of a 
security officer. f Reuters t 

EU Rebuffs Israel 
Over Meetings 

JERUSALEM — The European 
Union has rejected Israel's request 
to halt meetings in Arab East Je- 
rusalem between European diplo- 
mats and Palestinian leaders, of- 
ficials said Thursday. 

Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon of 
Israel made the request last month to 
foreign missions, urging diplomats 
not to meet Palestinians at the Ori- 
ent House, the Palestine Liberation 
Organization's Jerusalem head- 
quarters. 

Israel refers to both East and 
West Jerusalem as its undivided 
capital, in a policy most countries 
reject. ( Reuters i 

Canada Boycotts 
Talks with France 

OTTAWA — Canada has boy- 
cotted a meeting in Paris to signal its 
anger over what it said was France's 
treatment of the separatist govern- 
ment of Quebec as a sovereign 
state. 

The diplomatic disagreement 
erupted into the open Tuesday night 
when the Canadian government is- 
sued an unusual public rebuke of 
France for inviting Quebec to attend 
the meeting on development and 
culture. ( Reuters \ 
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Missile Shield 
Would Annoy 
Russians, Too, 
China Asserts 


Renters 

BEIJING — China said Thursday chat 
it had held discussions with Russia about 
Washington's plan for what is called a 
“theater-missile defense system” to 
protect U.S. troops and allies in Asia. 

Both Beijing and Moscow are op- 
posed to such a program, China 
stressed. 

“Both China and Russia have ex- 
pressed their respective stands on the 
issue of TMD." said the Foreign Min- 
istry's spokesman. Zhu Bangzao. “On 
this issue, both sides have held talks.” 

He did not say where and when the 
talks were held or who was involved, but 
Prune Minister Zhu Rongji and a large 
delegation visited Moscow last month. 

China has vehemently opposed sug- 
gestions rhat Taiwan, which Beijing re- 
gards as a rebel province, be included 
under a missile-defense umbrella. 

Beijing has said this would mean a 
U.S. military presence on the island, 
something China would see as “the last 
straw" in difficult bilateral ties. 

Russia is worried that the U.S. project 
to build a limited missile shield would 
mean revising the 1972 treaty on anti- 
ballistic missiles, which Moscow regards 
as a cornerstone of nuclear stability. 

Russian officials made this clear to a 
U.S. delegation that visited Moscow last 
month but stopped short of voicing op- 
position to the system. 

U.S. offtcials said they had sought to 
reassure Russia that Washington would 
not withdraw from ABM commitments.^ 

The United States says the umbrella is 
being considered because of a perceived 
missile threat from North Korea. 

There have been calls in Washington 
for Taiwan to be under the missile-de- 
fense system, which has its roots in ami- 
ballistic missile research begun in the 
1980s. 

A recently published Pentagon report 
said that China was building a major 
force of ballistic and cruise missiles near 
its coast and could present an overwhelm- 
ing threat to Taiwan in five years. 

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
said in Beijing last week that China 
should stop worrying “about a decision 
lhar has not been made to deploy de- 
fensive technologies that do not yet ex- 
ist.” 

“China should focus its energies on 
the real source of the problem: the pro- 
liferation of missiles,” she added. 

Russian military officials say the 
United States has exaggerated a nuclear 
threat from “rogue states.” unaligned 
with anyone. 

Western experts say Russia — de- 
pendent on the West for loans and with 
its own military underfunded — is aware 
that it has limited leverage to counter any 
U.S. missile plans. 

In another development, China pro- 
posed that the United Nations negotiate a 
ban on weapons in outer space. The 
Chinese ambassador, Li Changhe. said 
in a speech to the UN Conference on 
Disarmament in Geneva that preventing 
an arms race in outer space had become 
a “pressing” issue. 

The hypothetical U.S. theater missile 
defense system, backed by Japan, would 
be land-based but would probably use 
space sensors to provide early warning 
of enemy attack or accidental launches. 
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HIT THE BEACH — Sailors of the Japanese navy heading for shore leave at Port Kelang, Malaysia, on 
Thursday. They are part of a training exercise for recent graduates of the navy's Officer Candidate School. 


CHINA: Congress Assails China Policies 


Continued from Page 1 

ton in Guatemala City on Wednesday, 
defended his actions, “f have no in- 
tention of resigning,” he said. “The 
actions that we took as a government 
when we learned of this alleged es- 
pionage which took place in the '80s 1 
believe were appropriate. I believe were 
in the national interest, and I believe we 
acted swiftly.” 

Bur Mr. Lugar, one of the most in- 
fluential Senate Republicans on foreign 
policy, urged Mr. Clinton "to give the 
American people a damage assessment” 
and to review the administration's China 
policy before the Chinese prime minister 
visits Washington next month, when he 
is expected to push for entry into the 
Worla Trade Organization. 

Mr. Lugar sought to add the espionage 
case to the growing list of Republican 
complaints about Mr. Clinton's China 
policy, which include charges that the 
administration had been too soft on 
Chinese human rights violations, had 
allowed American aerospace companies 
to transfer missile technology to Beijing 
and had accepted improper campaign 
contributions from Chinese donors. 


"The Clinton administration already 
had dug a very deep hole for itself on 
Capitol Hill with respect to China,” Mr. 
Lugar wrote in an Op-Ed article on Wed- 
nesday in The Washington Posl “That 
hole just got deeper and wider.” 

And Mr. Lott endorsed a plan for the 
Armed Services Committee to hear testi- 
mony from the Republican and Demo- 
cratic authors of a classified bipartisan 
House report thar concluded China ob- 
tained some of the most sensitive Amer- 
ican military technology. 

Against this angry backdrop. Mrs. Al- 
bright and two other cabinet members. 
Commerce Secretary William Daley and 
Energy Secretary Bill Richardson, 
mounted a coordinated defense Wed- 
nesday of the administration's handling 
of the case. 

Under sharp questioning from the 
House Appropriations subcommittee 
that controls the State Department's 
funding. Mrs. Albright stressed the im- 
portance to the United States of en- 
gaging China, even in light of the spy 
charges. 

“ft is very important for us to engage 
with a country of 1 .3 billion people that 
has a huge land mass, and that has an 



CLINTON: Guatemala Gets Apology for U.S. Support of Rightists 


Continued from Page 1 

The United Slates will no longer take 
part in campaigns of repression, Mr. 
Clinton said. “We must and will instead 
continue to support the peace and re- 
conciliation process in Guatemala,” he 
said on the third day of a four-day jour- 
ney through Central America. 

American backing for rightist gov- 
ernments in Guatemala. Honduras. El 
Salvador and Nicaragua and covert ac- 
tions against leftist guerrillas over the 
past four decades caused “bitter divi- 
sions” in the United States, Mr. Clinton 
said. 

Mr. Clinton also promised to address 
the unequal treatment accorded some 
illegal immigrants from the nations of 
Central America to the United States. But 


even as he made the pledge, the ad- 
ministration began steps to deport 5.000 
Salvadorans and Guatemalans who 
entered the United States illegally in the 
aftermath of a hurricane last October. 

Mr. Clinton vowed to try to change 
the rules under which Salvadorans and 
Guatemalans who entered the United 
States in the 1980s must prove that they 
would face political retribution if they 
were returned to their homes. 

Under the Nicaraguan Adjustment 
and Central American Relief Act of 
1997. Cubans and Nicaraguans who 
entered the United States illegally while 
fleeing leftist governments are granted a 
presumption of political hardship and 
given an amnesty from deportation. 

But Salvadorans and Guatemalans, 
who fled authoritarian governments , 
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Violence Racks Ecuador During Strike 


GujKlnifn Ota 5uff Fwm Pufuntus 

QUITO. Ecuador — The police used 
tear gas to disperse protesters in isolated 
street clashes in Ecuador's major cities 
Thursday, but a iwo-day national strike 
against economic reforms appeared to 
lose steam in its Fuial day. 

No injuries were reported. Urban 
transit, however, was paralyzed by the 
strike in Quito. Guayaquil and Cuenca. 
Clashes Wednesday left 19 people in- 
jured and 97 arrested as protesters threw 
incendiary devices and burned tires on 
the streets of cities across Ecuador. 


President Jamil Mahuad, who took 
office seven months ago, met with his 
economic advisers to hammer out details 
of an emergency plan to salvage this 
poor Andean nation's collapsing econ- 
omy. The national currency, the sucre, 
lost 25 percent of its value last week. 

He was due to speak to the country 
Thursday night by radio and television. 
“The president will announce a package 
of social and economic measures that 
will allow Ecuador to sum reconstruc- 
tion immediately,” Defense Minister 
Jose Gallardo said. 


Chairman Alvaro Guerrero of the 
Stare Modernization Council said early 
Thursday rhat the measures to be an- 
nounced by Mr. Mahuad would be de- 
signed to revive foreign investment in 
Ecuador and generate jobs. 

Ecuador's banks remained closed for 
a fourth day after Mr. Mahuad ordered 
an emergency bank holiday to prevent 
mass withdrawals amid fears the finan- 
cial system was nearing collapse. 

Strikers want Mr. Mahuad to bock 
down on austerity measures that have 
hurt many Ecuadorans. |AP. AFP) 


Mr. Clinton on Thursday to support freer 
trade between their countries and the 
United States, saying it would help limit 
illegal immigration and boost their fra- 
gile economies. Reuters reported from 
Antigua. Guatemala. 

Wrapping up a four-day Central 
American tour. Mr. Clinton met the lead- 
ers of Guatemala, El Salvador, Hon- 
duras. Nicaragua, Costa Rica. Belize and 
the Dominican Republic for a summit in 
a city that was the capital of all of Central 
America under Spanish colonial rule. 

Mr. Clinton noted that Central Amer- 
ica had had 4 ‘a long and difficult season’ ’ 
with its civil wars and hurricanes but said, 
“We can truly rejoice that the springtime 
of renewal and rebuilding is here.” 

President Alvaro Arzu of Guatemala 
said the region needed the same access to 
U.S. markets as Mexico had through the 
North American Free Trade Agree- 
ment. 

“We only need one thing: access to 
markets,'* the Guatemalan leader said. 
“Our land is fertile. Our people are hard- 
working.” 


Schroeder Given Chance] 
To Resume Centrist Path] 

Lafontaine Damaged Confidence, Aides Say l 


By John Schmid 

Imenunittnal Herald Tribune 
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Mrs. Albright defended U.S, policy 
in the face of technology leaks. 

influence within its region, and that is 
also a permanent member of the Security 
Council.” Mrs. Albright said. 

“We have made some progress in 
terms of their cooperation on auclear 
proliferation on rogue countries,” she 
said. 

"They’re not supplying things to un- 
safegu aided facilities.” 


must overcome steep hurdles to avoid 
being returned to their countries under 
the terms of the law. which Republicans 
sponsored. 

■ din ton Is Asked for Freer Trade 


FRANKFURT — Until Thursday 
night, the German government had been 
an unwieldy two-headed creature with 
two discordant voices and two ideo- 
logical camps in constant conflict with 
each other. 

But with the surprise resignation 
Thursday of Finance Minister Oskar La- 
fontaine, die heavyweight leftist in the 
Social Democratic Party, one of those 
voices has suddenly been silenced. 

Mr. Lafontaine has long been tire out- 
spoken champion of his party's tradi- 
tional left wing. 

Since election night in September, 
Mr. Lafontaine has used his consider- 
able authority in die party to rival the 
influence of Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder, who represents die party’s 
pragmatist wing of modernizers and 
economic moderates. 

Bonn sources said late Thursday that 
Mr. Schroeder would present himself to 
the party on Friday as the candidate to 
replace Mr. Lafontaine as party chief. At 
a late evening news conference. Mr. 
Schroeder declined to say who would 
replace Mr. Lafontaine in either post, but 
added that he would push for rapid de- 
cisions for both on Friday. 

In an embarrassment to Mr. 
Schroeder. Mr. Lafontaine’s desire to 
assert himself earned him the nicknames 
of “co-chancellor” and “secret chan- 
cellor” in the early days of the 
Schroeder government. 

Mr. Lafontaine 's economic policies 
have sparked a violent backlash by in- 
dustry that Mr. Schroeder’s aides this 
week said is unprecedented in postwar 
Germany. Threatening to move jobs and 
operations out of Germany, business 
leaders have been in revolt over Mr. 
Lafontaine' s policies, which they say will 
destroy jobs, not create them, by shifting 
a bigger tax burden onto business. 

Since Mr. Schroeder’s inauguration 
speech in October. German unemploy- 
ment has risen by a half-million. 

Mr. Schroeder now has the chance to 
steer policy from his self-declared polit- 
ical new center” without being un- 
dercut by Mr. Lafontaine. 

Mr. Schroeder will be able to install 
an economic pragmatist ally at the head 
of the powerful Finance Ministry. In line 
for the job is Hans Eicbel. the state 
premier of Hesse, according to several 
party sources. By presiding for years 
over Germany's powerhouse economic 
region, party sources said. Mr. Eichel 
has become far more sensitive to eco- 


nomic issues than Mr. Lafontaine. who* 
has taken much of the blame for the 10' 
percent slump in the value of euro since” 
it began life on Jan. 1. i* 

Confirming die economic importance!* 
of the change in Bonn, financial markets* 
sent the euro sharply, higher. * 

Sources within Mr. Lafontaine’s own* 
party say he is so enamoured of his own£ 
intellect that he is blinded to the Te-i 
sistance his ideas encountered in die four? 
months of the struggling government^ 
Against all odds and powerful oppo- 
sition, Mr. Lafontaine has clung to his' 
idea of controlling the world’s $l3 nil—, 
lion daily currency markets with simple' 
target zones. * 

The news will have major implies-^ 
tions for the rest of Europe. * 

In his campaign, Mr. Schroeder jxorm 
ised an economic restructuring to adapt; 
Europe's most pivotal economy for foe- 
era. of globalization. With Mr. Lafon-* 
taine blocking him, none of Mr..] 
Schroeder’s plans materialized. 

Mr. Lafontaine'’ s brief written state- ^ 
meat omitted any reasons for the sudden'*' 
departure. But recent events in Bonn] 
made clear that Mr. Lafontaine had be- 
come a lightning rod for criticism. 

The Schroeaer-Laf cm taine conflict,' 
had escalated at an emotional closed- 4 - 
door cabinet meeting Wednesday night. 
Mr. Schroeder singled out Mr. Lafoa- : - 
taine as be lashed out at his cabinet,’ 
German newspapers reported. He- 
blamed his Finance Minister for heaping; 
new burdens on the power- generation^ 
industry just when foe government was> 
trying to extract an agreement to shut?, 
down nuclear power plants. 

Such policy confusion, and a succes- ^ 
sion of policy reversals and retreats, have i 
led to a slump in economic confidence. 

Evidence that Mr. Lafontaine had driv- . 
en money out of Germany’s economy • 
appeared this week. A private bank in’. 
Liechtenstein, the V-P Privat Bank, an- 
nounced that foe “Lafontaine effect”] 
had spadeed a flow of funds out of Ger- -. 
many and into its accounts, even allowing ' 
the bank to pay a special dividend. * 
The popularity of the governing So-* 
rial Democrats reached a new low fois^j' 
week. Only 22 percent of respondents to - 
a Forsa institute poll believe the four-. ] 
month-old government can solve foe oa- ; ’ 
Don’s problems, down from 30 percent ' 
in January. 

The resignation appears to signal the> 
end of one of Germany’s most colorful*, 
political careers. Mr. Lafontaine wanted; 
to run for chancellor last year, but bowed > ■ 
to Mr. Schroeder as the better cam- w 
paigner. 


GERMANY: Lafontaine Quits Coalition 


Continued from Page 1 

achieve. While it remains one of the 
world's two largest exporters, Germany 
now ranks only 24th among nations in 
competitivity. 

Germany has some of foe world’s 
highest wage costs, shortest working 
hours, longest vacations, oldest students 
and youngest retirees. As a result, many 
companies are fleeing abroad where so- 
cial welfare is less costly and policies are 
more amenable to heftier profits. 

After a successful election campaign 
in which Mr. Schroeder charmed voters 
with his pro-business credentials. Mr. 
Lafontaine parlayed his substantial 
political power as chairman of foe win- 
ning party to secure the government's 
second most powerful post He also 
charted a leftist economic policy that 
sought to close tax loopholes for cor- 
porations while giving tax breaks to 
lower and middle-income citizens as a 
way of stimulating demand in a 
moribund economy. 

Bui in a cabinet showdown Wednes- 
day that may have triggered Mr. La- 
fontaine’s resignation, Mr. Schroeder 
angrily insisted to his assembled min- 







AMBON: Christians and Muslims Seek Answers to Disturbances 


Continued from Page 1 

by side in the Molucca islands for more 
than 200 years, prompting one Indone- 
sian to describe the province's religious 
harmony as “heaven on earth.” 

But Indonesia's transition from Dutch 
colony to independent republic in 1945 
altered the Moluccas' social structure. 
Where once Ambonese Christians were 
the privileged citizens of Dutch rule, 
national isl Muslims took the lead in pro- 
moting the fledgling republic. One result 
was an ill-fated, quickly suppressed sep- 
aratist movement of the so-called South 
Maluku Republic, which Ambon Is- 
land's Christians supported. 

In foe Suharto era, Muslim traders 
from neighboring provinces began fil- 
tering into the Moluccas, further dis- 
rupting the social order and eventually 
bringing foe distribution of Muslims and 
Christians in the Moluccas to 50-50. In 
all of Indonesia, Muslims comprise a 
majority of more than 80 percent. 

As Muslim migrants began to control 
the local economy, the old system of 
village interdependence, in which vil- 
lages often banded together in the face of 
crisis, began to break down. This shift 
led Christian communities to suspect foe 
government of favoritism, local Chris- 
tian leaders say. This development, they 
say. may have created an environment 
that became ripe for conflict. 

“We used to have tight social rules 
and values, but now they are gone.” said 
Father Liang, a pastor of Silo Church, 
one of the first in Ambon io be attacked 


by mobs. “Perhaps Suharto was in 
power too long, promoting Islam more 
than Christianity, even though religion 
should never be politicized.” 

Although officials have blamed lurk- 
ing “provocateurs,” allegedly seeking 
to'destabiiize the country for their own 
political interests, the charred remains of 
Ambon’s Muslim and Christian neigh- 
borhoods tell a different stoty. 

There are campaigns urging ethnic 
Buginese. Buionese and Makasarese mi- 
grants to “get out or be killed.” Angry 
graffiti have been scrawled on evacuated 
Muslim homes. Indonesian flags have 
been strung up in the ruins of Christian 
villages and foe words “Christian dogs’ ’ 
spray -painted onto homes, a reference, 
residents say. to Christian sympathizers 
of -Dutch colonial rule. 

Some police and government officials 
attribute foe violence to Ambonese 
gangsters who have been manipulated 
by political interests. According ro this 
theory, an anti-Christian attack in 
November that killed 16 people was the 
opening salvo of foe conflict. Thai battle 
reportedly drove Ambonese Christians 
out of their Jakarta stronghold back here 
to foe provincial capital, and now they 
are seeking revenge, the theory goes. 

“There are intellectual leaders that try 
to dumb down the public for their own 
interest,” said Governor Laconsica. a 
native Ambonese Muslim. “One reason 
for these incidents is that these pro- 
vocateurs don't want to have a stable 
government and they want the violence 
to spread outside of Maluku.” 


Whatever the reason, military and ci- 
vilian authorities have not been able to 
contain foe violence; they have even 
been accused by each side of favoring the 
other. 

Dissension within the military is the 
reason foe armed forces have been un- 
able to assert control, according to some 
analysts. Tbe path to military success 
used to require quick suppression of 
unrest, but in today's nascent democracy 
the rules have changed. Clamping down 
too harshly may incite foe ire of human 
rights groups and the public, they say. 

Indonesia's armed forces chief. Gen- 
eral Wiramo, has sent more than 3,000 
troops to the Moluccas to establish order 
and take harsh measures against “dis- 
turbers of any religion or ethnicity.” 

■ Troops Stop Communal Clashes 

Acrid smoke hung over Ambon on 
Thursday as troops quelled sporadic 
communal clashes a day after battles 
between thousands of Christians and 
Muslims killed up to 10 people. Reuters 
reported from Ambon. 

Troops brought foe harbor city under 
control by midaftemoon. Some roads 
were blocked with trees and stones to 
separate Muslim and Christian pockets. 
There were no reports of deaths Thurs- 
day. although one official said several 
houses were on fire. 

Up to 1 0 people were believed to have 
died after troops and police fired into 
crowds of Christians and Muslims Fight- 
ing with Molotov cocktails, machetes 
and spears Wednesday. 


Israel Shrugs as Cohen 
Offers Arms to Egypt 


The Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Defense Secre- 
tary W illiam Cohen offered to sell $3.2 
billion worth of highly sophisticated 
U.S. weaponry to Egypt on Thursday. 

Mr. Cohen later met with Prime 
Minster Benjamin Netanyahu of Is- 
rael. who shrugged off the deal as 
“nothing particularly new.*’ 

Tbe proposed sale, announced by 
Mr. Cohen in Cairo, includes 24 ad- 
vanced-model F-16 fighter jets. 200 
Ml-Al tanks and pne eight-unit Pa- 
triot missile battery. 

Israel has expressed concern about 
Egypt and other Mideast allies of foe 
United States acquiring foe latest 
weaponry. But Thursday, Mr. Net- 
anyahu played down the U.S.-Egyp- 
tian deal, saying that Egypt and Israel 
had been at peace for two decades. 

He also underscored the close de- 
fense ties between Israel and foe 
United States. “It will be very hard to 
find two countries that cooperate in the 
field of defense as intensely as Israel 
and the United States,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said foe most im- 
portant security issue for Israel is the 
development of ballistic missiles and 
chemical and biological weapons by 
"radical regimes in the Mideast.” 

In Israel, his last stop on his Mideast 
tour. Mr. Cohen was to meet with the 
two opposition party candidates who 
are campaigning to unseat Mr. Net- 
anyahu in elections scheduled for May 
— £hud Barak, foe Labor Party can- 


didate, and a centrist party candidate, 
Yitzhak Mordechai. Tbe secretary 
said those meetings were a courtesy 
and demonstrated Washington’s neut- 
rality in the political campaign. 

Mr. Coben announced the sale at a 
news conference after his meeting with 
President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, 
who requested the arms. Tbe sale re- 
quires U.S. congressional approval 

The F- 16s will join Egypt's force of 
196 F-I6s. The new fighters will cost 
$1.2 billion. 

The sale would substantially ex- 
pand Egypt's armored capability, 
which includes 555 Ml-Al tanks. The 
new’ tanks will cost about $680 million 
and be assembled in Egypt from pans 
manufactured in tbe United States. 

■ Lockerbie Deal Stalled 

Mr. Cohen said Thursday in Cairo 
that little progress had been made to- 
ward finalizing a deal for the handover 
of two Libyan suspects for trial in the 
Lockerbie bombing, Agence Firanc©- 
Presse reported. 

“We believe die offer that is cur- 
rently on the table will nor remain there 
indefinitely and foal Gadhafi should 
accept it and move forward to a res- 
olution of the issue,” Mr. Cohen said. 

Mr. Gadhafi, who also met this week 
in Cairo with Mr. Mubarak, said Tues- 
day that “only a few small questions” 
remain to be settled before agreement 
is reached between Libya, the United 
States and Britain on the affair. 


isters that the government must stop i 
posing intolerable burdens on business 
it hoped to make good on its promises to] 
create jobs and fulfill tbe expectations ©! 
a majority of German voters: 

Mr. Schroeder saidall problems facing 
Germany "must be viewed realistically • 
and “checked for any negative ecoaeane’ 
effect,” according to his spokesma 
Uw e-Kars ten Heye. The chancellor 
it was suicidal for the govemmei 
make impossible demands, and he 
dared, “I will not Id policies 
business be made with me.’’ 

Mr. Schroeder accused Mr. -Lafos®£ 
taine of alienating many business legfo w. 
ers with tax reform plans that 
have closed many of the loopholes fo|IR 
enabled German corporations: to 
aside huge financial reserves. 

Last week, a group of 20 ten 
German business executives warned hfeJSs 
Schroeder in an open letter that the tsfcj 
reform plan would “create uncertain^ 
and deter investors.” Several of tins# 
including leaders of top insurance and®», 
energy companies, said they would coB-jS. 
sider moving a significant part of then®* 
operations abroad if Mr. Lafontaine* 
were allowed to impose policies they j. 
considered inimical to their interests. 

Government plans to shut down Ger- 
many’s 19 nuclear plants, which pro- ^ 
duce about 35 percent of the nation’s W 
electricity, have also outraged energy 
and utility companies. More than 30,000 
workers from the energy industry staged 
protest inarches in Bonn this week to 
dramatize their fears about their jobs. 


Researchers Find 
First Gene Known 
To Control Obesity 

The Associated Press 

-NEW YORK — Researchers have 
identified the first gene known to sup- 
press obesity, and regulate the bunting 
of calories, a key step that may help in 
developing a drug that keeps people' 
trim. tK 

Tbe gene, known as Mahogany or foe 
MG gene, was discovered in mice. It is 
foe sixth gene found to be implicated in 
obesity, but researchers said it was foe . 
first discovered to regulate metabolism 
and the expenditure of energy. 

in one of two studies published in 
Thursday’s issue of the journal Nature. > 
scientists at Millennium Pharmaceutic- 
als in Cambridge, Massachusetts, tested/ 
groups of mice with normal and mutated ' 
MG genes. They sustained foe mice on 
diets with varying percentages of for. 

Mice with a mutated MG gene did not 
ain weight whether they ate a high-fat ■ 
Jet or a low-fat one. Mice with foe- 
normal gene gained weight on the high-: 
fat diet . 

Researchers said they were optimistic" 
that foe gene would play the same role in 
humans, but cautioned that it has been 
demonstrated only in mice. 

Mahogany refers to the animals’ 
brown fur. 
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Hutu Problem Remains Intractable 

Murders in Uganda Underscore Africa’s and World’s Ongoing Failure 


By Lynne Duke 

Washingt on pan Service 

JOHANNESBURG — The massacre 
of foreign tourists in Uganda by Congo- 
based Rwandan rebels last week high- 
lighted one of Central Africa’s most 
intractable issues: how to rein in the 
Hutu extremists who have spread havoc 
across the region since their failed at- 
tempt co exterminate Rwanda’s Tutsi 
minority in 1994. 

After the Bwindi National Park mas- 
sacre in which 12 people, including two 
Americans, four Britons and two New 
Zealanders, were hacked or shot to 
death. President Yoweri Museveni of 
Uganda pledged bluntly that the Hutu 
extremists believed responsible would 
be hunted, captured, even killed. 

But Ugandan and Rwandan troops 
have been trying for years to vanquish 
the Hutu extremists, remnants of the 
militias that carried oat die government- 
orchestrated massacres of more than a 
half-million Tutsi and moderate Hutu in 
Rwanda in 1994. Uganda and Rwanda 
have fought two wars in Congo — one of 
which continues after seven months — 
to counter die regional threat that die 
Hutu extremists have posed since they 
fled Rwanda after the genocide was 
thwarted. Yet, the Hum diaspora still 
shakes Central Africa. 

At several key junctures in the re- 
gion's long saga or violence involving 
the Hum extremists, foreign powers 
have refused to step in — even when the 
Rwandan genocide was unfolding, a fact 
for which both the United States and the 
United Nations have offered apologies. 

In recent weeks, however, African, 
U.S. and British diplomats, as well as the 
UN, have stepped up efforts to end die 
Congo war, which is rooted, in part, in 
the persistence of the threat that Congo- 
based Hutu present to Rwanda, Uganda 
and Burundi. 

The UN secretary-general, Kofi An- 
nan. said recently that a peace force — 
possibly numbering as many as 15,000 
— would probably be- needed in Congo 
once a solid cease-fire deal emerges 
between President Laurent Kabila of 
Congo and the rebels hying to overthrow 
him and the eight nations backing one 
side or die other. 

Rwanda, Uganda and Burundi are 
fighting alongside the Congolese rebels 
against Mr. Kabila’s government, which 

Zimbabwe and, according to some re- 
ports, Sudan. 

Last month. President Bill Clinton 
acknowledged for the first time the pos- 
sible need for a peace force, saying that 
the United States would support an “in- 
ternationally recognized” peacekeeping 
effort in Congo. 


“It’s been taken as an article of faith 
that there would be such a force,’ ’ though 
its composition and mandate are for from 
determined, said a Western diplomat in- 
volved in the Congo mediations. 

But negotiators have yet to articulatea 
formula for dealing with the Hutu ex- 
tremists and numerous other stateless 
rebel groups that function like nomadic 
warriors and use eastern Congo’s bad- 
lands as a base. 

Of several Hum groups scattered 
around Rwanda’s borders, the fniera- 
hamwe (“those who work together” in 
the Kinyarwanda language) is the most 
infamous. In Rwanda, before die Hutu 
were driven from power in 1994, the 
Interahamwe was a militia of about 
50,000 members chat coalesced around 
ethnic hatred. Today, fear of the exiled 
Interahamwe is so pervasive in the re- 
gion that any Hutu with a weapon often 
is assumed to be a member. 

The Interahamwe is allied with Horn 
extremists who were members of 
Rwanda's army, as well as with Con- 
golese Hutu driven by similar ethnic 
animus. The group that killed the tourists 
in Uganda was identified as the Anny for 
the Liberation of Rwanda, which a U.S. 
official said is closely linked to the In- 
terahamwe. 

Even if the nine nations involved in 
the Congo war could agree to a cease- 
fire and a settlement chat would allow a 
peace force to enter the region, making 
such a peace force workable would 
hinge on the ability of Uganda. Rwanda 
and Congo to deal with the Hutu ex- 
tremists. The United Nations is not 
likely to do it 

“This is something that they them- 
selves will have to sort oat” a UN 
official said of the regional stares' ability 
to deal with the extremists. 

After eight months of fighting, with 
no clear end in sight Mr. Kabila's prime 
military backers, Zimbabwe and An- 
gola, are ready to get out Angola, which 
has plunged into renewed civil war, 
already has withdrawn most of its troops 
from Congo, diplomats and news reports 
say. Zimbabwe is beset by civil unrest 
and economic decline. 

These strategic changes have created 
new space for diplomatic initiatives. The 
U.S. undersecretary of state, Thomas 
Pickering, was dispatched to the region 
this month, following weeks of talks held 
in various African capitals by Howard 
Wolpe, the U.S. envoy for the so-called 
Great Lakes region, which encompasses 
Congo, Rwanda, Burundi and Uganda. 
Tins coincided with recent, efforts by 
Britain’s minister of state in the Foreign 
Office, Tony Lloyd, to press for a Congo 
peace deal, including a reported proposal 
for about 12,000 peacekeepers. 

The current peace plan stems from 


ifk 


proposals by President Nelson Mandela 
of South Africa and President Frederick 
Chiluba of Zambia. 

But the intractability of the Congo 
conflict is etched starkly by its history, 
and the rest of the world has come face to 
face with the Hutu extremist problem 
several times before. 

Although a UN peace force was in 
Rwanda when the genocide began in 
April 1994, other nations decided not to 
intervene and withdrew the peace force 
rather than beef it up. The genocide 
ended only when a Rwandan Tutsi rebel 
force routed die Hutu-led army and mi- 
litias in July 1994, driving them across 
the border to Congo, and established the 
government that now rules Rwanda. 

There, in what was then called Zaire, 
the Hutn refugees gathered in UN camps 
that gradually came to be controlled by 
the armed extremists, who transformed 
die camps into virtual military bases and 
used them to strike across the border at 
Rwanda. 

When Rwanda’s new Tutsi-led mil- 
itary took matters into its own hands and. 
with Uganda's support, invaded Zaire to 
hreak up the camps, an estimated 1.1 
million refugeeswere set adrift. Fighting 
forced about 600,000 of them to flee back 
to Rwanda — and scuttled plans for a 
Canadian-led UN peace force to assist in 
their repatriation — and about 500,000 
were left to food for themselves. The 
militant Hntu used these as human shields 
to drive deeper into Zaire. Rwandan and 
Congolese Tutsi troops pursued the Hum 
and massacred an untold number as part 
of a military campaign that ultimately 
ousted Mobotu Sese Seko, the dictator of 
Zaire, and installed Mr. Kabila. 

Mr. KabOa renamed the country 
Congo, bur little else changed. Hutu mil- 
itancy in eastern Congo^urvived, and Mr. 
Kabila’s inability to suppress ii even- 
tually turned Rwanda and Uganda against 
him. Rwanda now alleges that, rather than 
help secure die eastern regions, Mr. Kab- 
ila allied himself with the Hutu militants, 
and even trained them in his army. 

Washington, while taking no position 
in the Congo war beyond pushing for its 
negotiated end, is widely perceived in 
the region to be siding with Uganda and 
Rwanda, its close allies. 

In messages sent out of Bwindi Na- 
tional Park with survivors of last week's 
massacre or left near the victims* bodies, 
the killers portrayed the slayings as a 

g unishznent for the West’s ties with 
wanda. That prompted a tough re- 
sponse from Mr. Clinton, who said 
Thursday: “If this attack was intended 
as a warning to our nation to stop sup- 
porting those in die region seeking re- 
conciliation and justice, those who com- 
mitted it should understand that we will 
not be deterred in any way.” 
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DUTCH CHEERS — President Nelson Mandela of South Africa 
waving to crowds Thursday during a boat ride in Amsterdam, his 
first stop on a trip to Europe. Two players from the Ajax Amsterdam 
soccer team, Benni McCarthy, left, and Aaron Mokoena joined him. 


Woodward Inquiry Proposed 
After Report on Baby’s Death 


The Associated Press 

BOSTON — Lawyers for the former 
British au pair Louise Woodward said 
Thursday they would re-examine how a 
baby had died while in her care. 

The decision followed the broadcast 
Sunday of a report on the program “60 
Minutes” in which two doctors said they 
believed that 8-month-old Matthew 
Eappen had been strangled, not shaken 
by Ms. Woodward as prosecutors at her 
trial charged. 

The attorneys said they were glad the 
doctors had agreed that Matthew had not 
died from shaken-baby syndrome as the 
prosecutors had claimed. 

The report has stirred another wave of 
controversy over the case. It was re- 
vealed that one of the doctors had been 
paid by defense lawyers, and a group of 
more than 70 physicians criticized the 


television report carried on tire CBS 
network as “preposterous.” 

Harvey Siiveiglate, a defense lawyer, 
said the defense team’s own experts 
would review the strangulation findings 
and then approach prosecutors to see 
whether they could jointly initiate an 
independent investigation. 

The result could lead to a motion for a 
new trial, but lawyers said that decision 
would depend on the findings and would 
ultimately have to be made by Ms. 
Woodward. 

Ms. Woodward was convicted in Oc- 
tober 1997 of second-degree murder in 
Matthew Eappen’s death. The trial judge 
reduced her sentence to involuntary 
manslaughter and released her from 
prison. She returned to England in June 
1998 after the judge's sentence was up- 
held on appeal. 




Congress Gives 
Air Travelers 
A Forum for 
Their Outrage 


The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Fast there were $ . 
mechanical problems at Denver, that 
foe missed connection at Houston, an 
employee strike that passengas ; weren’t 
told about, a detour to Miami during 
Super Bowl weekend without help in 
getting a hotel, a switched airline to the 
Grand Caymans and, addin g injury to 
tnanlt, lost luggage for which foe orig- 
inal «»rime agreed to pay only $640. 

The story by Darlene McCcrd of 
Glenbroak, Nevada, of her vacation 
“tinned nightmare” marked the second 
day of congressional hearings in which 
travelers, travel agents and consumer 
groups have skewered the airlines far 
poor service. 

Sbe testified to die Senate Commerce 
Committee, whose chair m a n . Senator 
John McCain, Republican of Arizona, is 
sponsoring one of several bills aimed at 
strengthening rights of air travelers. 

“This winterme pot boiled over when 
Northwest Airlines held passengers in- 
side an aircraft unable to take off due to . 
weather at Detroit for seven and more 0 
boms,” said Paul Roden of foe Amer- 
ican Society of Travel Agents. “More 
recently, the ‘sickout’ by American Air- 
lines pilots further enraged the public.” 

The industry, in testimony prepared 
for the Senate Commerce Committee on 
Thursday, said it had heard the com- 
plaints and was trying to respond. 

A representative outlined several 
steps being taken, including providing 
timely information cm Sight delays and 
cancellations, quoting passengers the 
lowest fores available for which they 

/ pialHyanHagRnring rtiatnnacflmn p imiefl 1 
minors have appropriate supervision 

At similar hearings in me House of 
Representatives this week, Tami 
Rourke of Newberry, Michigan, test- 
ified about how her son, 6, traveling 
alone on a Northwest Airlines flight in 
1996, was delayed in Minneapolis 
overnight. He was put in a hotel room 
with a 15-year-old boy who sexually 
molested him, Ms. Rourke said, even M. 
though foe industry's unaccompanied ” 
minors program requires children to be 
monitored at all times. 

An outside counsel for Northwest said 
in a letter Wednesday that Northwest 
transported 125,000 minors annually 
and bad never received another com- 
plaint of child molestation. He said the 
police had closed foe investigation with- 
out filing charges after interviewing foe 
15-year-old, who denied foe incident 
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IN GLOBAL COMMUNICATION, STANDARDIZED SOLUTIONS DON’T FLY. 


Enterprise information systems are essential 
to competitiveness in multinational business. 
Managing competing communications traffic, from 
mission-critical supply chain transactions to web 
browsing, is growing more expensive and complex. 
Plus, the demand for flexible solutions to meet an 
ever-changing variety of international connectivity 
needs is increasing. So what you need is a network 
that really lets you spread your wings. 


The requirements of your enterprise are unique. 
To maximize your business systems investments 
and gain a competitive advantage, you need a 
global specialist who can analyze your needs and 
build the network to match. You need Infonet. 


lnfonet has been the leading supplier of managed 
global communication solutions for 28 years. 


Leading industry analysts recommend our 
services because they are delivered consistently 
worldwide and support enterprise applications 
such as resource planning, collaboration, 
messaging, e-business, web-hosting and 
security services. They are delivered over 
intranets, intelligent extranets and the Internet 
and are supported locally in 59 countries, with 
connections in over 1 80. 


A customized network can deliver value, perfor- 
mance and cash savings, as 25% of the Global 1000 
already know. Truly global companies deserve a 
matching global solution. And that’s our business. 


[nlAnat 


Europe - Middle East - Africa +■ 32 2 627 39 11 Asia Pacific + 65 734 1739 North America + l 310 335 2600 Latin America + 56 2 368 9400 www.infonei.ct 
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EUROPE 


sters 


Reach EU Deal 





U.S. Keeps Heat on Serbs 

Holbrooke Will Stay in Contact on Kosovo Crisis 
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By Bairy James . 

•ygmariom/ Herald Tribune 

.BRUSSELS — Farm 
^reed on broad re- 
f°mx of the European Un- 
ion s Common Agricultural 
Policy on Thursday, but 
faded to achieve radical cuts 
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The changes continue 
ngves first introduced in 
1 W2. to divert aid away from 
price subsidies and toward 
support for farmers. 
Kather than buying up farm 
Products to keep prices ar- 
tificially high, the proposed 
changes aim to extend the 
policy of compensating 
farmers directly for losses. 

After three weeks of com- 
plex negotiations, the min- 
isters broke off their talln? in 
■ hours of the morn- 

ing with an agreement that 
must now be approved by 
finance ministers and heads 
of government at a summit 
meeting in Berlin later this 
month. There, the agreement 
couJ d run into difficulties be- 
cause the meeting is aimwt at 
bringing the EU’s budget un- 
der control to set the scene 
for new members to enter the 
■ union early in the next cen- 
tury. Ten East and Central 
European narinnic plus 
Cyprus are formal candi- 
dates for membership. 

The result reached Thurs- 
day may be actually to in- 
crease spending, over the. 


?bart term, analysts said. Bat 
because more than half of 
Europe’s 7 million farmers 
are over 55. years old, the 
Tural population is in steady 
decline, and die compensa- 
tion payments are likely to 
decline over time. On die 
other hand, subsidies encour- 
age ever higher spending be- 
cause they encourage over- 
production that forces down 
market prices, requiring yet 
further infosionsof aid. 

The French form minister, 
Jean Glavany, warned tha* 
the farm deal could still fall 
apart if the EU leaders fail to 
agree on an overall budget 
package. “The work re- 
mains unfinished,'* he 
His British counterpart said 
leaders might decide at Ber- 
lin to cut direct aid overtime 
to achieve desired sayings. 

But the Ger man agricul- 
ture minister, Karl-Hemz 
Funke, said, ‘ ‘We have more 
or less hit the nail on the 
head,'* even though the' deal 
exceeded budget limits by 
about 2 percent. 

And France’s finance 
minister, ■ -• Dominique 
Strauss-Kahn, said the. agree- 
ment opened the way feu- a 
budget pact’ ‘Things are 
starting to move,” he said 

Luc Guyau, the president 
of the committee of Euro- 
pean farm unions, COPA, 
said be would meet. Chan- 
cellor Gerhard Schroeder of 
Germany on Friday to ex- 



kaa-limp CumcM/Apau Fiaroc-Pfercs 

A French farmer struggling with riot police as he was arrested Thursday in 
Rodez. He was protesting plans to reform European Union agricultural policy. 


press dissatisfaction with the 
agreement, which be said 
only partly met fanners* 
needs. He said some fanners, 
for example those who grow 
oil seeds, were even less pro- 
tected than their counterparts 
in the United States. 

Under the proposed pack- 
age, farm support will total 
about 313 billion euros 
($343 billion) over a seven- 
year period from 2000 to 
2006, or about 44.7 billion 
euros a year. Finance min- 
isters have called for spend- 
ing to be kept at its present 
level of 40.4 billion euros. 

Agricultural support is die 
biggest element in the EU’s 


86 billion euro annual budget, 
but it is also die union's 
longest-lasting and most vis- 


Irish Anti-Abortion Violence 

Judge Extends Ban on Loeal and American Militants 


£- 


4* By James F. Clarity 

New York Times Service 

DUBLIN — A High Court judge Thursday 
extended indefinitely an order prohibiting 
anti-abortion militants from picketing or tres- 
passing at the Irish Family Planning Asso- 
ciation office in the center of the city. 

The ruling came after a group of anti- 
abortion militants, inc luding wont 40 Amer- 
icans, forced their way into a Dublin family 

g lauming office and occupied it two hours on 
aturday, re-igniting the highly emotional is- 
sue of abortion' in this' overwhelmingly Ro- 
man Catholic country. ... 

The militant groups were not represented in 
court Thursday, and the prohibition, first 
granted on Monday, was ordered for an in- 
definite period. 

The chief executive of the planning as- 
sociation, Tony O’Brien, welcomed the de- 
cision of Judge Imelda Mackeu that restrains 
leaders of die Irish group. Youth Defense, 
i .which also had about 40 people at the oc- 
4 cupation, and die Christian Defense Coali- 
" tion, a Washington-based group headed by the 
Reverend Patrick Mahony. 

Mr. O’Brien said the occupation of the 
office raised fears (hat American violence and 
killing in opposition to abortion would spread 
to Ireland. 

The occupation on Saturday, he said; was 
the first forced incursion into a family plan- 
ning premises. There were none even during 
the vehement debate in 1992 as the Irish 
prepared to vote in a referendum that would 
have changed abortion Taw. 

“The involvement of extreme American 
militants is probably the most sinister de- 
' velopment in Ireland’s long-running abortion 
• controversy,” Mr. O’Brien said in an in- 


terview, “given the unfortunate history of the 
issue in America.” 

Abortion is constitutionally permissible in 
Ireland in cases of danger to a mother’s life, 
according to a 1992 ruling of the Supreme 
Court But there are no legal facilities for such 
operations and no legal exception in cases of 
rape or incest 

About 5,000 Irish women go to Britain each 
year for abortions. 

, In 1992, voters rejected a proposed revision 
of the abortion law, some feeling the proposal 
was too liberal, some saying it was too re- 
strictive. 

The family planning association may le- 
gally distribute information on the availability 
of abortions in foreign countries, but it is not 
allowed to advise women to have the op- 
eratioDS- 

The revived issue led to scores of phone 
calls to radio talk shows. Many callers de- 
fended the right of the intruders to enter the 
clinic as a valid tactic to thwart the staff, 
whom they called murderers. Others said, in 
effect, that the Americans should go home. 

In a live interview, Pat Kenny, one of the 
country’s favorite emcees and the moderator 
of the main morning talk show on national 
radio, upbraided the leader of the American 
group, Mr. Mahony, a Protestant evangelist 1 
minister. 

. “It’s not what we want to happen in Ire- ; 
land,” Mr. Kenny said. “That’s not the way 
we do our business.” • 

Mr. Mahony told Mr. Kenny, and hundreds 
of thousands of listeners, that he deplored 
violence by the small number of Americans : 
who have used it to advance their campaign. 
He said the intruders were well-behaved, al- 
though he acknowledged that they refused to 
leave until ushered out by the police. I 


BRIEFLY 


d 


Bomb Chemicals Found 
> In Raid on Basque Villa 

PARIS — The police on Thursday dis- 
covered 300 kilograms (660 pounds) of 
chemicals used to make tombs at a villa in 
southwest France belonging to one of six 
alleged Basque militants arrested two days 
earlier, police sources said. 

The sources, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said that the police detained, 
then released, three men initially suspected 
of a connection with the six. 

The police raided an isolated villa m 
■ Samt-Andre-de-Seignanx. near Bayonne m 
‘ southwest France, and discovered a stash of 

sodium chloride, used in making 
; homemade bombs, the police sources said 
; They also found ETA manuals and internal 
: documents, the sources said without elab- 
i orating. * iU ' 

Greece Charges Ocalan 

! ATHENS — Public pros^torc ThurS- 
! ’^prirae’Miinsler Costas Simitis ordered 

: “^SS^stbyitsBchnyriTB-- 
; as a national hu/TMtahon m 

! rt.CTand ted to a political crisis .that 
! forced Mr. Simitis to ask for the resignation 
; of three ministers- 


e minen t has struck a deal with a small 
opposition party to secure approval from 
the upper bouse of Parliament far a reform 
of the country’s citizenship law, official 
said Thursday. 

Federal Interior Minister Otto Schily 
reached the agreement in talks with, the 
government or the western state of Rhine- 
land-Palatinaie, which is run by a coalition 
of Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder ’s Social 
Democrats and the liberal Free Demo- 
crats. 

At issue is a government bill that would 
automatically grant German nationality to 
second generation immigrants. Under the 
new plan, immigrant children bom in Ger- 
many would be granted citizenship bat must 


- - « * prosecutors ne claims s 

Bonn Citizenship Deal 


MAINZ, Germany — The German gov- 


opt for German nationality or the nation- 
ality of their parents at age 23. (AFP) 

Berlusconi Is Cleared 

MEAN — An Italian court cleared 
former Prime Mwsiter Silvio Berlusconi in 
a tax fraud case Thursday — his first ac- 
quittal in a series of prosecutions that 
already has brought three convictions. 

Prosecutors had sought a 16-month pris- 
on term for Mr. Berlusconi, the media mag- 
nate and conservative Forza Italia party- 
leader, on charges of tax evasion and falsi- 
fication of financial statements. 

The case involved die 1990 purchase of a 
villa and land on the outskirts of Milan, 
where he still lives. Prosecutors charged 
that he underreported the priceof die villa to 
minimize his taxes. 

Mr. Berlusconi had earlier been con- 
victed' in three separate' cases, for illegal 
party financing, bribery and Mud. 

He has consistently denied any wrong- 
doing In all the cases and portrayed himself 
as the target of a political vendetta, by 
prosecutors he claims sympathize with the 
left. He is appealing die convictions and jail 
terms, which are rarely served in Italy if the 
sentence is less than two years. (AP) 


ible sign of integration. 

The EU commissioner in 
charge of agriculture. Franz 
Fischler, said the agreement 
“was the most radical reform 
since the Common Agricul- 
tural Policy was first estab- 
lished in die early 1960s.” 
He said it was “a solid basis 
for ensuring the future de- 
velopment of the EU’s ag- 
ricultural sector” and would 
benefit consumers and the 
environment too. 

Mr. Fisc hi er acknowl- 
edged the agreement was a 
compromise, but he said its 
effects would be increas- 
ingly felt in coming years. 

The reform is intended to 
equip the EU with a position 
it can defend in the next 
world trade liberalization 


talks scheduled to begin Late 
this year. Subsidies drive 
prices higher than the world 
level, and products then have 
to be further subsidized to 
compete on global markets. 
The EU is under pressure 
from trade partners such as 
the United States or Australia 
to reduce market-distorting 
farm aid. Mr. Fischler said 
the EU’s new position will be 
“defended wnh vigor.” 

The changes are based on 
proposals put forward by the 
European Commission, the 
EU's executive body, last 
March. Mr. Fischler said the 
ministers had “shown great 
political courage in taking 
decisions which may seem to 
some to be politically un- 
palatable:” 


Cim^iinihyOur SirfFtimDisihmin 

HOC A ZAGRADSKA. 
Yugoslavia — Yugoslav 
troops poured into southwest- 
ern Kosovo and pounded vil- 
lages near the province's 

second-largest city on Thurs- 
day as fighting spread in the 
wake of the failure of a U.S. 
peace mission. 

■ Hundreds of ethnic Albani- 
ans fled the new offensive on 
tractor-pulled wagons as tank 
and mortar fire boomed in an 
area surrounded by army 
troops and Serbian police units 
that moved in before dawn. 

Fighting also continued in 
the north. The Kosovo Lib- 
eration Army asserted that 
five Serb policemen and one 
ethnic Albanian fighter had 
been killed, while Serbian 
sources denied that any of 
their forces were killed' but 
said two were wounded else- 
where in the province. 

The new fighting — and 
U.S. envoy Richard Hol- 
brooke's inability to persuade 
President Slobodan Milo- 
sevic to agree to the stationing 
of NATO troops in Kosovo 
— muddied the chances of 
success for new peace talks 
scheduled for Monday. 

The eruption of fighting in 
the Prizren area came just 
hours after Mr. Holbrooke 
was turned aside in his talks 
with Mr. Western-backed set- 
tlement for the province. 

With no political settle- 
ment in sight, 

the Russian foreign min- 
ister, Igor Ivanov, arrived for 
discussions with President 
Milosevic. 

Greece and Russia have 


close ties to their fellow Or- 
thodox Christian Serbs and 
lean in their favor on critical 
foreign policy issues. 

Foreign Minister George 
Papasdreou of Greece said he 
hoped the strong links be- 
tween Athens and Belgrade 
might prove useful. 

He and Mr. Ivanov are to 
see Mr. Milosevic ou Friday. 

After eight hours of talks 
with the Yugoslav leader on 
Wednesday, Mr. Holbrooke 
reported that the Serbs still 
objected to NATO troops be- 
ing stationed in Kosovo — a 
key part of the deal which 
promises autonomy to the 
majority ethnic Albanian 
province 

While Moscow has influ- 
ence over Mr. Milosevic, it 
opposes aspects of Western 
policy such as threats of air 


strikes. (AP. Reuters) 

■ House Sees Dangers 

Defying a request by die 
Clinton administration for a 
delay, the House of Repre- 
sentatives debated whether 
U.S. troops should be sent to 
Kosovo if a peace agreement 
is achieved, The Associated 
Press reported from Wash- 
ington. 

Democrats called the tim- 
ing dangerous, with already- 
troubled peace talks set to re- 
sume in France on Monday, 
even though the measure be- 
fore the House is nonbind- 
ing. 

But the House speaker, 
Dennis Hasten, Republican 
of Illinois, took to the floor to 
open the debate with an im- 
passioned plea for the House 
to grapple with the issue. 
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Central America 


The last time an American president 
went to Central America was 1982, 
when Ronald Reagan visited Honduras . 
and Costa Rica, That year was one of 
the bloodiest for El Salvador and for 
Guatemala, where a truth commission 
recently labeled 1982 as a peak period 
for what it termed the military’s ‘ 'gen- 
ocide” of Mayan Indians in the civil 
war. But Mr. Reagan praised the mil- 
itary leaders of both nations and spent 
billions in lethal aid to their govern- 
ments and the Nicaraguan contras. 

This week Bill Clinton is visiting a 
very different Central America and 
carries a very different message. His 
trip is a belated recognition of the re- 
gion’s progress and importance to the 
United States. But Washington's sup- 
port for past wars is not being marched 
by its support for peace today. 

In El Salvador and Guatemala. UN- 
sponsored peace agreements have 
brought former guerrillas into politics 
and committed the governments to so- 
cial reforms. Mayan Indians, the mar- 
ginalized majority in Guatemala, now 
serve in Parliament and as local may- 
ors. In EJ Salvador the parry of the 
former guerrillas lost this week’s pres- 
idential election but was able to cam- 
paign freely. The Sandinistas in 
Nicaragua won the war but lost at the 
ballot box, and stepped down in 1990. 

The conflicts are over, but Central 
America has essentially returned to the 
conditions of misery and inequality 
rhar caused the wars to begin with. 
While El Salvador has experienced 


steady economic growth, poverty in 
rural areas remains unchanged. In 
Nicaragua, the poor are worse off than 
at its war's end. Huge debts have kept 
the region from spending money to 
fight poverty. Nicaragua, for example, 
pays 1 1 times more in debt service than 
it spends on health care each year. 


Many of the postwar governments' 
idici; 


new police or judicial systems have nor 
solved the underlying problems that 
made these bodies responsive mainly to 
the rich and powerful. Local govern- 
ments admit that free market changes 
have so far mainly served the urban 
wealthy and middle class. Last year the 
region suffered Its worst natural dis- 
aster of the century in Hurricane Mitch, 
which will set back development in 
Honduras and Nicaragua for decades. 

Mr. Clinton's visit, important as It is, 
is a missed opportunity. He is doling 
out his celebrated compassion, but little 
in the way of money. A billion dollars 
in posi-hurricane aid is being held up in 
Congress. The administration should 
allow the quarter- mill ion immigrants 
who fled the wars in El Salvador and 
Guatemala to stay in the United States. 
It must forgive the debt burdens that 
were already crippling the countries 
most .devastated by the hurricane, and 
cry to persuade international tending 
institutions to do the same. Washington 
spent billions of dollars in the 19SQs on 
wars in Central America. It should now 
increase its commitment to supporting 
peace and prosperity. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Consensus on Kosovo 


It is a bad rime for Congress to 
debate whether the United States 
should send troops to help police any 
peace reached in Kosovo. Bur there is 
no better rime left, and Congress has 
good reason to proceed The Clinton 
administration is consumed by a fear 
that the president will be repudiated by 
Congress even as negotiations to de- 
liver Serbs and Kosovars to a settle- 
ment are in train. It would send a signal 
of weakness and could well invite the 
contending Balkan parties to move into 
a higher miiiiary gear. 

Such a vote, however, would also 


possible further expansion of the war, 
and the issues of American and NATO 
credibility — require and justify care- 
ful American participation in a second 
NATO peacekeeping force. We think 
that the stakes are sufficient to make it 
highly desirable that the president’s 
policy be supported by a strong bi- 
partisan vote in Congress. The pres- 
ident ought to be asking forthrightly 
for congressional approval, not trying 
to evade a congressional judgment on 


his policy in Kosovo. 
Otherwh 


put directly on Congress the burden of 
cutting off 


a developing American 
potitical/iriilitary initiative. Congress 
would be taking on itself a grave re- 
sponsibility, but it also would be doing 
what it presumably thinks is the right" 
thing — heading off American par- 
ticipation in an operation of uncertain 
costs, dimensions and results before 
things get worse. 

We happen to think that the foreign 
policy considerations — meaning the 
additional killing and violence, the 


lerwise Congress will find itself in 
the familiar position of evading its con- 
stitutional responsibility to participate 
in a timely and meaningful fashion in 
making Anterican intervention policy, 
and complaining sourly about it later. 
The president will find himself either 
repudiated, in which case everyone will 
know where the responsibility ties, or 
supported, in which case his policy will 
be much the stronger for it It takes a 
bold decision for Bill Clinton to bring 
Congress in as a partner in Kosovo, and 
he should not shy away from it. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST 


Now Elizabeth Dole? 


A woman running for president of 
the United States is nor a breakthrough. 
Victoria Woodhull was a minor-party 
candidate before women had the right 
to vote, and elected officials Like Mar- 
garet Chase Smith and Shirley 
Chisholm have made long-shot bids 
for the nomination. But Elizabeth Dole 
is still making history as the first wom- 
an to enter the presidential primary 
season as one of the front-runners. She 
look another step toward a full-fledged 
candidacy for the Republican nom- 
ination on Wednesday when she an- 
nounced that she had formed an ex- 
ploratory committee. 

Tbe Republican Party has long had a 
* 'gender gap” problem with women 
voters, and Mrs. Dole is marketing 
herself as a gap-bridger who can mod- 
erate the harsh, confrontational tone 
that .women find particularly disturb- 
ing in Republican policies and rhet- 
oric. But Governor George W. Bush of 
Texas is tilling that field, too, with his 
* 'compassionate conservatism. 

One challenge in evaluating Mrs. 
Dole’s candidacy is not to cut her too 
much slack simply because America 
has waited so long for a woman to 
make a serious run for president. She 
deserves to be judged in comparison 
with her opponents, not with an ideal. 
She would probably not be in her 
present position if she were not the 
wife of Bob Dole. But then Mr. Bush 
might be just one of a pack of appealing 
Republican governors if he were not 
the offspring of a former president 

Mrs. Dole has never run for office. 


son. Mrs. Dole does have a solid re- 
sume as a former cabinet official, 
which makes an interesting contrast to 
Mr. Bush's experience in state gov- 
ernment Is the public still tired of 
Washington insiders, or is it looking 
for a president with experience in mak- 
ing the federal government work? 

Mr. Bush has made clear that he 
does not intend to take any national 
policy stands until the Texas srate leg- 
islature ends its session in late spring. 
That will be a problem for Mrs. Dole, 
who risks looking insubstantial if she 
spends all that time campaigning on 
generalities and trying to play it safe. 
The downside of all this new positive 
politics is its occasionally gooey tone. 


Mrs. Dole needs to start speaking 
•pie abou 


except in the role of supportive spouse. 
But Mr. 


Bush has no experience in 
Washington, except in the role of first 


frankly to the American people about 
her ideas on taxes, education and hot- 
button issues tike abortion and Amer- 
ican -Chinese relations. 

As a woman, she will have to put up 
with a special kind of scrutiny. Cri- 
tiques of her appearance, wardrobe and 
style will go far beyond anything her 
male opponents will have to endure. 
That is unfortunate but inevitable, since 
she is taking the public on a shakedown 
cruise, acclimating it to what will in- 
evitably be a long tine of women pres- 
idential candidates in the future. 

The women who are moving up the 
political ladder behind her may be able 
to enter the competition on a more even 
basis because Elizabeth Dole got the 
public used to the idea of seeing a 
woman running for the While House. If 
that happens, her own candidacy will 
be a success no matter who winds up as 
the Republican nominee next year. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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EDITORIALS/OPINION 


Between America and Europe , the Mooring Is Firm 




P ARIS — Arguments about the fu- 
ture of NATO are coming to a head 
as the allies work out a “new strategic 
concept” to be proclaimed at 50th an- 
niversary celebrations in Washington 
next month. Trans-Atlantic relations 
appear to be in another bad patch, par- 
ticularly because of sharpened trade 
disputes and the banana war. 

Cold War pressures for political soli- 
darity to overcome commercial quar- 
rels no longer assure a reasonable com- 
promise before much more damage is 
done, it has been Doted. The argument 
should be turned the other way around. 
Without the security incentive as an 
excuse, both the United States and 
Europe should see even more clearly 
the importance of mutual relations for 
world economic health, especially giv- 
en still unresolved crises. 

Even as quarreling grows acute over 
the specifics of the NATO doctrine, 
three essentials have become clear be- 
yond further question. 

One is that NATO must continue. 
Everybody involved still considers it 
necessary. That was not at all the case 
less than a decade ago after the Soviet 


By Flora Lewis 


Union collapsed. Many predicted that 
uld 


NATO would come to te seen as ob- 
solete. a burden of obeisance to Amer- 
ica for the Europeans, a drag of ex- 
pensive and unrequited obligation for 


the Americans. Thai has not happened. 

The second is that NATO's role has 
changed, and that NATO must be pre- 
pared to respond to security problems 
beyond the geography set down in the 
Washington treaty. The late NATO 
Secretary-General Manfred Womer 
kept repeating "Out of area or out of 
business” to those reluctant to see the 
alliance transcend its initial limits. 

There is now an intense controversy, 
primarily between Washington and Par- 
is. over how to define NATO's ex- 
panded role and .whether it should con- 
sider itself a kind of autonomous world 
policeman or depend an mandates from 
the UN Security CouociL But the dis- 
pute is about how and how far to go ‘ ‘out 
of area,” not whether NATO should be 
confined to territorial defense. 

The new threats are recognized as 
not necessarily about protecting bor- 
ders — crime, terrorism, spread of. 
weapons of mass destruction. The new 
goal has been called '‘cooperative se- 
curity.” It does not require the des- 
ignation of a specific enemy. 

The third essential agreement is that 
the trans-Atlantic bond must be main- 
tained, that America remains a Euro- 
pean power because the security, sta- 


bility and prosperity of Europe are its 
vital national interest, and that Europe 
needs America not only for support but 
to provide the initiative that its lack of 
structural and political unity prevents it 
from generating. 

These are the foundations, and they 
are not being challenged. 

Therefore, attention is shifting to 
working out relative responsibilities in 
the new circumstances, which also in- 
clude NATO enlargement to the east 
and European- Union attempts to 
achieve a "defense identity” now that 
the EU has reached monetary integra- 
tion. for most of its members. The po- 
sitions are not so far apart as the shrill- 
ness of the arguments makes it sound. 

The United States no longer assumes 
that a European capacity to organize 
defense operations without U.S. lead- 
ership would weaken NATO. France 
no longer asserts the illusion of its need 
for "independent” defense, and indeed 
now argues that "multilateralism” is 
the best way to resist U.S. hegemony. 

British Rime Minister Tony Blair 
has proposed what could become a 
useful compromise position providing 
for European action where the United 
States is not keen to bear the brunt, as in 
Kosovo for example, but in a way that 
maintains the political partnership. 

When you look closer, the problems 


are more money and hardware than 
principle- European defense budgets 
have been cut dramatically without, 
except for Britain, being redirected for 
new needs of equipment and capacity 

to project force. . 

As a result, with a professional army 
smaller than the French or German, 
Britain can send more troops on outside 
missions. France is gradually trans- 
forming its force, but there is not yet a 
joint European capacity to manage 
without a U.S. contribution. 

From the U.S. point of view, the 
Blair approach would be a step toward 
“burden .sharing.” A more organized 
European defense policy establishment 
would make consultations easier for 
the United States. Meanwhile, Wash- 
ington complains about European re- 
luctance to invest in advanced 
weaponry compatible with new U.S. 
equipment- 

There are layers of domestic eco- 
nomic and political problems beneath 
what appear as organizational contro- 
versy in European-U.S. relations. They 
will not all be resolved in time for the 
Washington summit. But they need not 
be a menace to a productive common 
future if the disputes of the moment are 
not allowed to obscure the underlying 
understanding. 

Flora Lewis: 


"This Is Certainly Not the Liberated Europe We Sought to Build Up’ 


Poland. Hungary and the Czech Re- 
public become members uf NATO at a 
signing ceremony rhis Friday in Inde- 
pendence. Missouri. It was in Missouri, 
at Westminster College in Fulton on 
March 5. 1946. that Winston Churchill 
delivered his famous warning to the 
democracies of the Soviet Communist 
menace ahead. Here are excerpts from 
that speech: 


Ladies and gemiemea. the United 
States stands at this time at the pinnacle 
of world power. It is a solemn moment 
for the American Democracy. For with 
primacy in power is also joined an awe- 
inspiring accountability to the future. If 
you look around you. you must feel not 
only the sense of "duty done bur also you 
must feel anxiety lest you fall below the 
level of achievement. 

A shadow has fallen upon the scenes 
so larely- light by the Allied victory. 
Nobody knows what Soviet Russia and 
iis Communist international organiza- 
tion intends to do in the immediate fu- 


ture, or what are the limits, if any, to their 
expansive and proselytizing tendencies. 

We welcome Russia to her rightful 
place among the leading nations of tbe 
world. It is my duty however, to place 
before you certain facts about the 
present position in Europe. 

From Stettin in tbe Baltic to Trieste 
in the Adriatic an iron curtain has de- 
scended across the Continent. Behind 
that line lie all the capitals of the ancient 
states of Central and Eastern Europe. 
Warsaw. Berlin. Prague, Vienna, Bud- 
apest, Belgrade, Bucharest and Sofia, 
all these famous cities and the pop- 
ulations around them lie in what I must 
call the Soviet sphere, and all are sub- 
ject in one form or another, noL only to 
Soviet influence but to a very high and, 
in some cases, increasing measure of 
control from Moscow. 

The Russian-dominated Polish gov- 
ernment has been encouraged to make 
enormous and wrongful inroads upon 
Germany, and mass expulsions of mil- 
lions of Germans on a scale grievous and 


undreamed of are now taking place. 

The Communist parties, which were 
very small in all these eastern states, 
have been raised to preeminence and 
power far beyond their numbers and are 
seeking everywhere to obtain totalitar- 
ian control. Police governments are pre- 
vailing in nearly every case. 

At the end of the fighting last Jane, 
the American and British Armies with- 
drew westward, in accordance with on 
earlier agreement, to a depth at some 
points of 150 miles upon a front of 
nearly 400 miles, in order to allow our 
Russian allies to occupy this vast ex- 


panse of territory which the Western 
‘ ado 


Democracies had conquered. If now the 
Soviet Government tries, by separate 
action, to build up a pro-Communist 
Germany in their areas, this will cause 
new serious difficulties in the Amer- 
ican and British zones. 

Whatever conclusions may be drawn 
from these facts — and facts they are — 
this is certainly not the Liberated 
Europe we fought to build up. Nor is it 


one which contains die essentials of 
permanent peace. The safety of the 
world, ladies and gentlemen, requires a 
new unity in Europe, from which no 
nation should be permanently outcast. 

Twice the United State has had to 
send several millions of its young men 
across the Atlantic to find the war, but 
now war can find any nation, wherever 
it may dwell between dusk and dawn. 

Surely we should work with con- 
scious purpose for a grand pacification 
of Europe. I repulse the idea that a new 
war is inevitable; still more that it is 
imminent It is because I am sure that 
our fortunes are still in our own hands 
and ihat we hold the power to save the 
future, that I feel the duty to speak out 
now that I have the occasion and the 


opportunity to do so. 


_ : rom what I have seen of chit Russian 
friends and allies during the war, 1 am 
convinced that there is nothing for which 
they have less respect than for weakness, 
especially military weakness. 

huemdriouiil Herald Tribune 


Washington Should Try Engagement With Pyongyang 


N EW YORK — As the 
United States continues to 
spar with North Korea over 
access to the North's suspected 
nuclear weapon? site and hav- 
ing it constrain its ballistic mis- 
sile program, a set of more 
fundamental concerns' has re- 
cently surfaced. Can the outside 
world do business with North 
Korea? If so, does Washington 
need to change its approach in 
dealing with this reclusive and 
difficult regime? In both cases, 
the answer is "yes.” 

South Korea, under President 
Kim Dae Jung has successfully 
launched a "sunshine” policy 
toward the North promoting 
broad economic engagement 
and pushing inter-Korean ex- 
changes and cooperation. Mil- 
itary and security issues are 
handled on a separate track. 

North Korea has shown mod- 
est but encouraging signs of 
accommodating the South. 


By Donald P. Gregg and Mitchell B. Reiss 


Mare South Koreans visited the 
North in 1998 alone than in tbe 
previous decade, and more than 
100 separated families had re- 
unions. Small and medium- 
sized firms are exploring in- 
vestments in the North. 

Official North-South dia- 
logue has taken place in Beijing 
and at Panmunjom. Recently, 
the North proposed holding 
“high-level political talks" 
with the South. None of these 
developments would have been 
predicted a year ago. 

North Korea has cooperated 
with the international organi- 
zation charged with carrying out 
an October 1994 nuclear deal. 
In the past four years the Korean 
Peninsula Energy Development 
Organization, KEDO, has en- 
tered into dozens of agreements 
with Pyongyang to construct 
two nuclear power reactors to 


generate electricity in the Noth. 
These have included unprece- 
dented arrangements, such as 
mapping direct transportation 
routes to deliver workers and 
components to the site. 

Pyongyang has stuck by 
these agreements, even though 
KEDO has been late in ful- 
filling its commitment to de- 
liver heavy fuel oil to the North 
for two years running, and has 
yet to finalize either the fi- 
nancing for the project or the 
construction contract with the 
South Korean utility that is 
building the two power plants. 


Washington needs clear ob- 
s. Unf 


jectives. Unfortunately, one has 
to go back to the Vietnam War 
to recall a time of greater ten- 
sion between the White House 
and Congress. The hostile and 
heavy partisan environment that 
today characterizes Washington 


Stop Backing African Dictators 


C AMBRIDGE, Massachu- 
setts — The recent mas- 
sacre of eight Western tourists 
in Uganda was a horrible 
event, but the response of the 
Ugandan and Rwandan gov- 
ernments has been just as 
chilling. Uganda's president. 
Yoweri Museveni, who came 
to power in a coup in 1986. 
vowed to kill the suspects on 
sight, even before their guilt 
was established. 

Several days later be an- 
nounced that Rwandan and 
Ugandan forces had killed 15 
Hutu militiamen. With (he ta- 
cit approval of the United 
States and Britain, Mr. 
Museveni has suspended all 
human rights for Hutu in the 
troubled area. 

It took the deaths of the 
Western tourists to focus at- 
tention on abominations being 
committed in the region. Hun- 
dreds of African lives are be- 
ing lost each day because of a 
conflict that pits Congo 
(formerly Zaire) against pre- 
dominantly Tutsi rebels who 
are backed by rhe governments 
of Uganda and Rwanda. 

The United States has a his- 
tory of backing .African dic- 
tators. Mobutu Sese Seko of 
Zaire and Samuel Doe of 
Liberia were darlings, of rhe 
West, just as Mr. Museveni of 
Uganda and Paul Kagame, the 
de facto head of state in 
Rwanda, are now. 

Like Mr. Mobutu from the 
1960s to the mid-‘90s. Mr. 
Museveni, whose country the 
World Bank and the IMF are 
trying to make a success story. 


By Makau Mutua 


has become the policeman for 
American interests in East and 
Central Africa. The United 
States has extolled him as a 
model leader. 

Mr. Kagame and his minor- 
ity Tutsi government owe their 
power to Mr. Museveni. Now 
the United States is assisting 
their campaign to overthrow 
another despot. President 
Laurent Kabila of Congo. 

Despite support from the 
West, Mr. Museveni is facing 
a long-standing insurgency at 
home, and Mr. Kagame rules a 
country that is more than 80 
percent Hutu, ft is only a mat- 
ter of time before the Hutu, 
many of whom fled to Congo 
after the mass Hutu killings of 
Tutsi and moderate Hutu in 
1994, recapture power in 
Rwanda — unless a democrat- 
ic power-sharing arrangement 
can be worked out between the 
Hutu and the Tutsi. In the past 
couple of years, Hutu rebels 
have overrun prisons and other 
government installations in 
several parts of Rwanda. 

But Mr. Museveni and Mr. 
Kagame want the West to be- 
lieve that they can exert ef- 
fective control in the region 
and that Western aid should 
be increased. 

Mr. Museveni's message to 
the suspected killers seems 
clear For every white tour- 
ist's life token, his govern- 
ment will take dozens of Hutu 
lives. But his crackdown, far 
from pacifying the region, can 


only lead to more violence. 

Mr. Museveni is not the 
only one responsible for the 
current crisis. Tour operators 
and the Western countries 
should not have allowed tour- 
ists to travel to the vortex of 
the Central African conflict 
Just imagine tourists traveling 
to Kosovo today, or to Bosnia 
during its civil war. 

In Rwanda, we cannot ig- 
nore that the Hutu make up the 
vast majority of people, and 
that the country belongs to 
them no less than to the Tutsi. 
American support is not 
enough to re-establish exclus- 
ive Tutsi rule. And revenge 
executions of Hutu suspects 
are no answer, either. 

The killers of the tourists 
should be apprehended and 
tried in Ugandan courts. The 
United States cannot, by its 
acquiescence, appear to tol- 
erate violations of human 
rights by tbe Rwandan and 
Ugandan governments even 
as it calls on China and other 
countries to respect them. 


Zn the long term, the United- 
oula i 


States should support African- 
led efforts for a settlement be- 
tween Mr. Kabila and the pre- 
dominantly Tutsi rebels, 
along with the withdrawal of 
all Ugandan and Rwandan 
troops from Congo. Only a 
multinational peacekeeping 
force can secure the borders of 
all three countries. 


The writer, a visiting pro- 


a visiting 
fessor at Harvard Law S chool, 
contributed this comment ro 
The New York Times. 


makes any policy more difficult 
to develop and implement 

Ar a recem-Korea Society 
conference in New York there 
was some evidence of conver- 
gence among Democratic and 
Republican foreign policy ex- 
perts on how the United States 
should proceed. While strong 
skepticism was voiced about 
North Korea’s sincerity, a rough 
consensus argued in favor of 
presenting a comprehensive 
package of proposals that ad- 
dress not only Washington's 
concerns but also Pyongyang's. 

This -package should aim to 
eliminate tbe North's ballistic 
missile program, resolve any 
doubts about its nuclear wea- 
pons program, remove the threat 
to Seoul posed by the North’s 
rraliraty deployed close to the 
demilitarized zone, especially its 
artillery, and institutionalize 
greater North-South dialogue 
and economic engagement 

America should be prepared 
to extend formal diplomatic re- 
cognition to Pyongyang, end 
economic sanctions, support the 
North's application to join in- 
ternational financial institutions 
like the World Bank and the 
Asian Development Bank, 
formalize a peace agreement to 
end the Korean War, and in- 
crease humanitarian assistance. 

Washington should start 
talks with Pyongyang on con- 
fidence-building measures re- 
garding troop deployments on 
die peninsula. 

The Clinton administration 
should make Congress its part- 
ner in this policy and in ne- 
gotiations with the North. 

Washington will likely find 
support if it coordinates its ap- 
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1899: Jealous Norway 


CHRISTIANIA — The Crown- 
Prince will not allow the Nor- 
wegians any "independence.” 
He has decided that Sweden and 
Norway will send only one rep- 
resentative to the peace con- 
gress. This representative will 
probably be a Swede and act on 
behalf of “His Majesty's Gov- 
ernment.” contrary to die old 
custom of using the title “the 
King of Sweden and Norway.” 
These trifles are causing a great 
deal of unpleasantness among 
the Norwegians, who are jealous 
of anything that is Swedish. 


as Lhasa, the “forbidden city,” 
and there had an interview with 
the Dalai Lama. A telegraph line 
connecting Lhasa with India is 
in course of construction, and a 
moving picture man has taken 
into the country films represent- 
ing the life of the outer world. 


1924: Door to Thibet 


PARIS — [The Herald says in 
en Editorial:] Among the re- 
markable events of this age none 
is more so than the incipient 
change which has declared itself 
in Thibet Several explorers 
have penetrated to its interior 
and a British engineer got so for 


it 


:h closely with Seoul. 
Tokyo and Beijing as ir moves 
forward with Pyongyang. 

South Korea will solidly 
back this approach, since Pres- 
ident Kim has consistently ad- 
vocated improved U.S.-North 
Korean relations on rhe basis of 
a comprehensive deaL Seoul’s 
self-confident approach should 
reassure Clinton administration 
critics who are reluctant tb see 
the United States sit down and 
negotiate with Pyongyang. 

Bargaining with the North is 
never easy, and this agenda will 
be especially difficult. Wash- 
ington can expect hard bargain- 
ing, with Pyongyang trying to 
hedge its bets, drag out the talks 
and keep all options open. 

Delay is not in Washington's 
interest, nor in the interest of 
peace and security in Northeast 
Asia. The United Stans has 
clear diplomatic, economic and 
military superiority over North 
Korea. After testing the North ’s 
willingness to forge a new and 
more stable relationship with 
the outside world, the United 
Stales must be prepared to take 
"no” for an answer and walk 
away from the table. 

Both sides have much to gain 
by reaching a comprehensive 
agreement. The North has much 
more to lose if the current stale- 
mate and suspicion continue. 


Mr. Gregg is president of rhe 
Korea Society and a former 
US. ambassador to South Ko- 
rea. Mr. Reiss is senior policy 
advisor ar the Korean Penin- 
sula Energy Development Or- 
ganization. They contributed 
this comment to the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune. 
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1949: Phonetic English 

LONDON — Dr. Mont Fol- 
lick’s bill to scrap the present 
English language and introduce 
phonetic spelling nearly got 
through the House of Com- 
mons. ‘ ‘This streamlined alpha- 
bet would make ir unnecessary 
for children at school ever to 
waste time . on dictation, 
spelling or even reading,” Dr. 
Follick asserted. Sir Alan Her- 
bert said: "This scheme con- 
tains o's with dots over them 
and squ&gles through then* and;. 
e’s written upside down. A page- 
of this print would look like a' - ; 
very old cheese under a very ; . 
poweiful, microscope.” 
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Religions Conservatives 
Need a Nonpolitical Voice 


By E.J. Dionne J* 


President Clinton. “If 
the moment they haSSf^n*! were a moral majority 

sometiinesthesinKrfrfS?*ti But SJ? there ’” he mourned, “Bill 
appear in bold neSiette^TSS^ Cljm ° 0 would have been driven 
the wav to lnnir 15 ont °f office months ago.” 

* laraUonbytb^nirv^L?^ *n Ws Washington Post article, 
■ / €; Paul Weyrich foai^roHrirfT^ 5?; was craW to insist 

failed” and mJS that he was not proposing a cam- 

should separate thenSS^W ^^disengagement fiom politics, 
this hostii^nirTT^^i V ^„ What we are changing is what we 

* ‘some sort m e ? )ect&om P <rfitics therefore. 


Jn 




“sOTne sort of quarantine.” 

hfc Weyrich made bis position 
public in an open letter to his sup- 
porters last month and elaborated 
9° jt F 811 opinion piece- in The 
Washington Post on Sunday: Mr. 
Weyrich is so gloomy about 
America s national culture fh*r it 
may be tempting to write him off 
as a cranky doom-sale sman near- 
mg the end of his political career. 

But that would be a mistake, 
because his new anti-political pos^ 
tore has historical precedent. 

What Mr. Weyrich is proposing 
is the same form of political witfc 
drawal in which conservative 
evangelical Christians engaged 
after their defeats in the 1920s. 
These included the failure erf Pro- 
shibition and foe Scopes trial on the 
* teaching of evolution. During the 
Scopes battle, fundamentalist yt^ as 
were held up to national scorn. 

Withdrawing from politics did 
not mean that foe fundamentalists 
and evangelicals went away. On 
the contrary, they built their own 
vibrant counterculture in foe 
churches, on foe radio, in books 
and magazines, and in local com- 


til I 


What we are changing is what we 

expect from politics and, therefore, 
what we put into it,” he wrote. 
“The object is to prevent gov- 
ernment from taking tra-fam ac- 
tions, actions designed to destroy 
freedom and impose ideology .” 

Here, too, is a parallel to the 
post- 1920s era. Evangelicals and 
fundamentalists continued to vote 
and exert influence, especially 
locally. But they did not form 
political pressure groups such 
as foe Moral Majority or foe 
Christian Coalition. 

In fret, Mr. Weyrich and his 
allies are misreading foe result of 
the Clinton battle. Most Americans 
who opposed removing Mr. Clin- 
ton from, office did so not because 
they approved of his behavior but 
because they saw tbs naf mrw l cost 
of throwing him out as too high and 
preferred a lesser punishment 

At the same time, virtually 
every poll and social indicator 
shows Americans moving toward 
moderation if not conservatism mi 
a range of moral issues. Where 
Mr. Weyrich sees cultural col- 
lapse and foe dominance of “an 
alien ideology,” most Americans 
continue to hold rather old-fash- 


mumties. When foe evangelist ioned notions of right and wrong, 
Billy Graham brought the old re- family life ftnH r-hilri rearing, 
ligion to broad public attention Still, there is much to be 
again in foe 1950s. lie did not so for Mr. Weyrich r s new approach 


much light a fire as reveal the 
power of a blaze that had long 
been homing. 

But Mr. Graham’s religion was 
public without being overtly polit- 
ical. So when Mr. Weyrich, the 
Reverend Jerry Falwell and their 
allies, led conservative evangel- 
icals back into politics in the 
1970s and early 1980s — largely 


to. politics insofar as it could 
contribute to a disentangling of 
religion from partisan political 
conflict 

Religion sbonld have a public 
voice, and religions people should 
not bb marginalized- But to foe 
extent that Mr. Weyrich and some 
of his allies tied faith to foe suc- 
cess of one party and one ideo- 


» vo nuu vouj idigcijF ux uuc ytuiy diiu uuc war 

in response to court decisions on logical movement, they reduced 

treiiAP nn nn/1 Mtlin* 
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issues such as abortion and schooL 
prayer — they were breaking with 
a four-decade-long pattern. What 
Mr. Weyrich suggests now is that 
cultural conservatives revert to 
their pre-Moral Majority strategy, 
“bypassing the institutions that 
are controlled by foe enemy.” 

Mr. Weyrich roots his current 
disillusionment in the failure to 


rather than increased foe reach 
of religion’s voice. 

If Mr. Weyrich’s new strategy 
makes religious conservatives 
less an interest group and more 
a leaven in America's national 
life, he may discover that foe 
culture is less hostile to their 
values than he thinks. 

The Washington Post. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Israel and Lebanon 

Regarding “Getting Out of 
Lebanon ” (Editorial. March 9); 

If, after Israel's unilateral with- 
drawal, “anyone resumed rocket 
attacks on Israel’s northern vil- 
lages, of course, foe Israelis would 
have a right to protect their 
people.” How? By inflicting 
heavy strikes on Syrian military 
installations in Lebanon, since 
Syria is .the prime enabler of 
attacks against Israel’s northern 
villages. 

These blows would have to 
be heavy enough to discourage 
further attacks. Otherwise, Isra- 
el's unilateral withdrawal would 
merely expand foe present limited 
war of attrition. 

JOSEPH LERNER. 

Jerusalem. 

Regarding “ The Right Way for 
Israel to Leave Lebanon ” (Opin- 
ion, March 3) by Judith Kipper : 

Perhaps foe writer has shed 


some light in reminding readers 
that Hezbollah as a militia did 
not exist prior to Israel’s invasion 
of Lebanon in 1982. In effect, 
foe militia came into being when 
Israel violated UN Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 509, which deman- 
ded foe withdrawal of its forces 
from Lebanon “forthwith and 
unconditionally” nearly two 
decades ago. 

MOHAMED H_ ALWAN. 

Altea. Spain. 

Germany’s Morality 

Regarding “ From Past to Fu- 
ture in Germany " (Opinion, Feb. 
22) by Tina Rosenberg: 

The writer asserts that “the 
Third Reich’s crimes were invis- 
ible in German schools.” This is 
simply not true. 

I was bora in 1 935 and attended 
school in Berlin-Neuk&lln, then a 
district in the American sector of 
Berlin. U.S. “cultural officers” 
were responsible for our school 


programs, and we were taught in 
detail about foe crimes of the 
Third Reich. This included being 
shown shocking photographs of 
concentration camps. 

Our generation is very well 
aware of Germany's World Warn 
history and ashamed of those un- 
forgivable crimes. 

CLAUDIA RABE. 

Henmgsdorf, Germany. 

Regarding “Execution Angers 
Germany: Cries of ‘Barbarism’ 
Over Gas Chamber Death in 
US." (March 5): 

Surely the new millennium bas 
arrived when German officials 
find American jurisprudence 
* ‘deeply worrying” with regard to 
the morality of executing a con- 
victed murderer. Though! am not 
a proponent of the death penalty, I 
find it interesting to see just how 
far foe pendulum has swung in 
Germany in foe past 60 years. 

J. ROGERS. 

Paris. 


‘White 9 America Becomes 
A Family of Many Colors 

By William Raspberry 

W ASHINGTON — My fam- my family to take in those whe 
ilv. someone said at a recent embrace its values. I know that we 


tY ily, someone said at a recent 
reunion, likes to think of itself as a 
river stretching back as far as the 
mind can remember and as far 
forward as it can imagine. 

But the salient feature of this 
river — the thing we like to boast 
about — is its ability to take 
in (through marriage, through 
adoption, even by “acclama- 
tion") a huge variety of streams 

MEANWHILE 

and rivulets while keeping its 
own lovely essence. 

We are generous about this 
process, the reunion speaker said, 
we believe that every new drop 
of water that enters the river is 
transformed by it, and that is 
good. But we believe that the pro- 
cess also changes foe river, leav- 
ing it deeper and stronger and 
livelier. That is good, too. 

We can (and usually do at our 
reunions ) talk for some time about 
foe peculiar culture of that river 
we call family: its core beliefs and 
attitudes, reinforced by family 
fables; its values with the power 
to improve those who come under 
its influence; the gentle but firm 
limits it sets on what is acceptable 
behavior, and perhaps most of 
all its willingness to share foe 
benefits of tins culture with all 
who wool d join. 

I was tailring about this to a 
class on race the other day when 
tills unsettling thought occurred: 
In what way is my family’s pride 
of kinship different from white 
America's pride of race? 

Doesn't each proceed from a 
quiet confidence that it has found 
foe right path to success, happi- 
ness and worfowhileness? Don’t 
both believe that only good tilings 
can come from adopting our cul- 
ture? Aren’t both saddened by 
those who reject foe values whose 
validity we take for granted? 

There are, of course, white 
racists who think no nonwhile 
con Id ever measure up to white 
standards, but those are at least as 
rare as the family members who 
would try to bar certain new- 
comers as unworthy to be kin. 

Mostly, though, white Amer- 
icans share the view so deeply held 
by my family: that its key valnes 
— its beliefs if not always its 
practices — "work." And white 
America seems about as willing as 


my family to take in those who 
embrace its values. I know that we 
nonwhites tell ourselves that is not 
so, but what else can it mean when 
white folk tell us with such earn- 
estness what peace and neighbor- 
liness we could enjoy “if they 
were all like you"? 

How arrogant that sounds. It 
seems, as Jeff Hitchcock and Char- 
ley Flint have written, to make 
whiteness the measure of all things 
good In a paper they wrote for the 
Center for the Study of White 
American Culture, they argue that 
foe American culture is, regret- 
tably, the white American male 
culture. Whiteness is so much at 
die center of things that white 
people do not even recognize iL 
what nonwhites see as whiteness, 
whites see as merely normal. 

Mr. Hitchcock (a white man) 
and Ms. Flint (a black woman) 
argue for deliberate efforts to cre- 
ate a truly multiracial, multicul- 
tural society in America by “de- 
centering whiteness.” 

Theirs is not the only inter- 
esting view of foe matter. Eric 
Liu, in his book “The Accidental 
Asian,” wrestles with his own 
“whiteness." 

“I never asked to be white,” he 
wrote. “I am not literally white. 
That is, I do not have white skin or 
white ancestors. I have yellow skin 
and yellow ancestors, hundreds of 
generations of them. But like so 
many other Asian-Americans of 
the second generation. I find my- 
self die bearer of a strange new 
status: white by acclamation.” 

Mr. Liu, a 30-ish former speech- 
writer for President Bill Clinton, 
has, in short, been “assimilated,” 
a concept that many nonwhites 
find repugnant because it seems to 
entail the necessity of giving up 
one's own culture and accepting 
the superiority of foe dominant 
American (white) culture. 

Probably most African- and 
Asian-Americans would be sad- 
dened (if not angered) by Mr. 
Liu’s self-revealed transforma- 
tion to “white.” 

And yet, isn't there something 
to be said about his apparent 
acceptance into, and success in, 
the American mainstream? 

And to repeat: How different 
is what he has done from what 
my own family has taken as a 
matter of common sense leavened 
with generosity? 

The Washington Post. 
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Cape Verde, for Adventure 


By Patricia Beeson 

M INDELO, Sao Vicente — 
Once a major refueling 
stop for ships traveling be- 
tween the North and South 
Atlantic, the Cape Verde archipelago is 
little known to most tourists: 

About 565 kilometers (350 miles) off 
the coast of Senegal in the Atlantic 
Ocean, the republic's nine inhabited vol- 
canic islands vary from flat and sandy to 
towering and craggy to iushiy semi trop- 
ical, or all three. 

The Portuguese, arriving on the empty 
islands around 1460, made them a trad- 
ing center for African goods and slaves 
brought from the mainland. There was 
extensive intermarriage, resulting in an 
African -Portuguese culture; Portuguese 
is still the official language nearly 24 
years after independence, though Cri- 
oulo, a Portuguese- African mix, is the 
vernacular. 

My husband, John, lived in what is now 
the Republic of Cape Verde until he was 
sent to school in England at age 8. A little 
more than a year ago, we returned for a 
weeklong visit to his childhood haunts in 
Mindelo, on the island of Sao Vicente. 
Once one of die world's busiest ports, 
Mindelo was largely run by the British 
until the 1950s. when the community 
departed as shipping declined. 

An earlier English visitor. Sir Francis 
Drake, attacked the largest island, Sao 
Tiago, in 1585. Another, Charles Dar- 
win. made an intensive study of the 
islands’ flora and fauna. 

Cape Verde is still for the adven- 
turous. As tourism is relatively new and 
on some islands barely exists, comfort 
levels can vary widely. So visitors 
should leave Western standards at home, 
along with high heels (most roods are flat 
cobblestones), and, in Jess developed 
areas, expectations of hot water and 
modem plumbing. 

Surprises may result from the vagar- 
ies of TACV, the national airline, which 
constantly changes schedules. But “it's 
a lot better than it was,” said Veronica 
Carvalho Martins, a Cape Verdian who 
is the commercial assistant at the U. S. 
Embassy in Praia, the capital The airline 


is also occasionally vulnerable when die 
trade winds, which usually blow steadily 
from -the northeast, grow stroager, caus- 
ing delays. Usually they temper heat and 
afford idyllic weather, but from January 
through March, they are augmented by 
the harmattan winds off the Sahara, cre- 
ating hazy conditions. 

Peter Swavely. deputy chief of mis- 
sion at the U.S. Embassy, considers 
September and October, the end of the 
rainy season, the prettiest time. ’‘Hie 
desert transforms to green,” he said. 

But too often there’s not enough rain, 
resulting in crop failure and hardship. 
Cyclical drought in the Cape Verdes is a 
fact of life, and in the past, it meant 
death, inspiring large-scale emigration, 
particularly in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. 

Though the cities of Mindelo and 
Praia are growing (and with them, a 
small middle class employed in the gov- 
ernment and in die air traffic and mari- 
time services I, more than half the pop- 
ulation is still rural and desperately poor. . 
Lack of water and arable land limits 
farming. Fishing employs around -8,500 
people, and tourism is developing. For- 
eign businesspeople, mostly Europeans, 
may be seen in the principal hotels and 
restaurants in the cities. 

Garden and Market 

Praia, a small city of 80,000 on the 
island of Sao Tiago, is a strange, un- 
cohesive place, a mostly new govern- 
ment town, full of half-built, dun- 
colored houses. The most interesting 
section is the main downtown area, 
called the Plato (plateau), high above the 
north end of the harbor. In L832. Darwin 
noted the wide square overlooked by an 
unremarkable cathedral, which still 
stands today. Here, also, are the Palacio 
da Republics and its handsome garden, 
and the market to which women from the 
countryside bring live chickens and 
spices, cheeses, dried fish and oranges. 

The Praia-Mar, the hotel where we 
stayed in the affluent area of Prainha. is 
pleasantly situated on a low cliff by the 
sea. with a huge seawater pool. Pebbled 
paths link the blocks of rooms dispersed 
around its lush garden. Fresh water is a 


precious commodity. Praia and Mindelo 
obtain much of their supply by desal- 
inating seawater, but imported oil 
powers the process, making it excep- 
tionally costly. 

We started our explorations by driving 
two hours on a winding road lo Tanafai, 
at the island’s north end. You can go by 
minibus or taxi, as we did, via the dra- 
matic central spine of the island, relum- 
ing by die flatter east coast road. We had 
decided to rent a beach bungalow for two 
nights. “Watch out for the monkeys." 
warned Veronica, not altogether joking. 

Initially the road ran through mostly 
flat terrain, greened by some of the mil- 
lions of acacias being planted every year 
to stabilize the soil in desert areas and 
hillsides. After the village of Ribeirao 
Chiqueiro, the road began to rise and 
wind through towering, jaggedcrags and 
plunging- valleys cloaked in com and 
sugar cane. The greenness made it al- 
most incomprehensible that the com 
crop was failing from lack of water. 

Somewhat scruffy little villages, often 
exploding with purple and scarier bou- 
gainvillea, brimmed with friendly fam- 
ilies, pigs and chickens. Tarrafal, a fish- 
ing village in awkward transition to a 
resort, is rather marred by half-built va- 
cation homes. A handsome beach runs 
north from the village, below a cliff. 
Steps lead down to the stone bungalows 
where we stayed, called the Baia Verde, 
in a palm grove edging the beach. 

And there were the monkeys, with 
graceful long tails and preoccupied 
faces, playing between the palms. 

’ The attractive Hotel Tan-afal, which 
opened 18 months ago near the town’s 
old stone jetty, has an almost clinically 
white decor and a pleasing dining room. 
It is patronized by foreigners and well- 
heeled Praians. You can also ear at its 
polar opposite, owned by the Baia 
Verde, a modest, thatched restaurant, 
which is noisy, fun. and crowded on 
weekend evenings. 

In general the food, which is Euro- 
pean-influenced. tends to be somewhat 
bland, except for some of the local 
dishes such as goat stew and roast kid. 
C3pe Verdian lager is excellent, and fish 
is superb. Pineapple and pudim (crime 
caramel), are popular desserts. Cadtnpo 
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Santo Antao, a rough, hourlong ferry ride from Mindelo. is a paradise for hikers. 




resembles cassoulec, made with com, 
beans and various meats. It’s tasty and 
filling at breakfast too, served with fried 
eggs and ham. 

bare volcanic isUi Our next port of 
call was Sao Vicente, John's island. This 
bare volcanic isle, its hills flaunting un- 
canny hues of burnt sienna, ocher, terra 
cotta and sage, shadowed in navy blue, 
has a beauty all its own. The air strip 
where our half-hour TACV flight landed 
between two barren ranges- could have 
been in the Middle East. But as we drove 
into Mindelo, population 50.000, we 
saw groves of acacia flanking the road. 
The bay, with its twin headlands, yachts, 
ships and oil storage tanks, opened up 
ahead of us. 

Unlike Praia, Mindelo, hub of Cap>e 
Verdian intellectual and cultural life, is 
fairly compact and feels like a real town. 


A fine view of it can be had from the 
empty prison on top of Miradoura Hill. 
A road runs near die water, past the fish 
market and the bold silhouette of a 
scaled-down 1920s version of Lisboa’s 
medieval tower, the Belem. Halfway 
along it passes the French Cultural Cen- 
ter with its wrought -iron balconies. 

From the esplanade, a wide street 
leads to the central square, where we saw 
the magical 19th-ceotury Pink Palace, 
once the Portuguese governor’s resi- 
dence but now Sao Vicente's council 
offices- And behind it, John recognized 
his old home, a simple Georg ian-style 
house, which might have strayed from 
an English country town. • • 

Our hotel, the Aparthotel Avenida, had' 
lots of somewhat depressing mahogany- 
stained wood and a gloomy goldfish cir- 
cling an aquarium on the long stairway up 
to our room. But it was central, with a 


view of the esplanade and harbor, and 
cheaper than the nearby large, newly 
renovated Pono Grande Hotel. 

Santo Antao, an island that is a rough, 
hourlong ferry ride from Mindelo, is a 
paradise for Inkers. The truly fit, armed 
with good directions, can be dropped off 
by minibus on top of the mountain, to 
walk down the Paul River valley via 
Passagem, to the coastal village of Paul, 
one of the loveliest trails. Or you can go 
up to Passagem by minibus. Tropical 
fruits grow thickly along the valley; but- 
terflies flutter around wild gardenias, 
and there’s scarcely a tourist in sight. 

As yet, polishing is needed before the 
islands will draw the less resolute tour- 
ist. For now. these rough diamonds re- 
main a largely undiscovered treasure. 

Patricia Beeson, a writer in Toronto, • 
wrote this for The New York Times. £ 


Tourism vs. Preservation at Amazing Angkor 


MOVIE GUIDE 


Rewards and Risks 
Of Seeing a Wonder 


By Mia Turner 

S IEM REAP, Cambodia — 
When he first saw the temple of 
Angkor Wat rising out of the 
jungles of Cambodia, the 
French explorer Henri Mouhot was 
transfixed. ‘Ah, if only I was as talented 
with the pen of a Chateaubriand or a 
Lamkrtine, ' ’ Mouhot wrote in 1868, “or 
with the paintbrush of a Claude Lorrain, 
then I could make known to my artistic 
friends how grand and beautiful are 
these incomparable ruins, the only re- 
mains of a people who are no more.” 

The magic of the 259 temples on a 
40-square-kilometer (15-square-mile) 
wooded area around the ‘northern town 
of Siem Reap holds a visitor in thrall. 
And thanks to the return of peace to this 
war-battered land, more people than 
ever can now experience it. Stem Reap 
has more visitors coining now than at 
almost any time in nearly 30 years. 

For the first time since the 1970s, 
hotels and guest houses here boasted 
100-percent occupancy rates during 
last month’s Chinese New Year, a tra- 
ditional time for travel in Asia: The 18- 
room French-designed Angkor Village 
was fully booked weeks in advance. 
The luxurious 131-room colonial-era 
Grand Hotel has been charging more 
than S3 10 a night and getting iu 
The explosive influx of tourists to 
Siem Reap is a change few could have 
foreseen last summer when Cambo- 
dia's fragile stability seemed yet again 
on the brink of collapse. Critics of Cam- 
bodia’s elections on July 26 accused the 
government of electoral fraud. In Au- 
gust unidentified assailants threw a 
grenade outside the Interior Ministry in 
Phnom Penh, killing the Cambodian 
driver of a Japanese news agency. 

But after establishing his government 
in November, Prime Minister Hun Sen 
has managed to make peace less illusory. 
He is gaining ground as he wins support 
internationally and domestically. 
"People are tired of the war. They want 
peace in order to get on with their lives,” 
said a Western aid worker in Phnom 
Penh. “Finally there is a government 
with one person in charge and finally 
they can think of reconstruction.” 

MYSTICAL MONUMENTS Those who 
visit Angkor are rewarded with breath- 
taking tours of monuments as mystical 
and extraordinary as the ancient Mayan 
city of Chichen Ieza in Yucatan, Mex- 
ico, or the Incan remains of Machu 
Piccbu in die Peruvian Andes. But like 
Peru, Cambodia has had its share of bad 
press — deservedly, some would say. 
The most recent guidebooks on the 
country dd not inspire Confidence- 
Warnings about land mines, kidnap- 
pings, robberies and political instability 
share space with hotel listings, res- 
taurant reviews and other travel advice. 
Indeed, the remains of war, including 
the millions of land mines, are real 
enough dangers, as the numbers of 
damaged people show. Travelers must 
contend with the uncomfortable feeling 
that they are taking a risk. Rising ana 
falling tourist figures are a barometer of 
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The main temple of Angkor Wat rising out of the jungle at Siem Reap. Peace has ushered in the tourists. 


political instability. The number of vis- Ritby, administrative assistant for Un- 
itors plunged by 43 percent in 1997, esco’s Siem Reap office. “Unesco has 
when the country was shaken by Hun no power to protect these areas. This is 
Sen’s coup against his co-prime min- the power of die royal government.” 


Sen’s coup against his co-prime min- 
ister. compared with a phenomenal 23 1 


the power of the royal government.” 
But Unesco is not the only one wor- 


percent rise in 1994 — in the aftermath tied. Foreign governments are giving 
of the signing of the 1991 Paris Peace generous support to preserving this 
Agreement and the arrival of UN sol- piece of the world’s heritage. In 1994, 
diers to help implement it. for instance, Japan began a four-year 

The death in 1998 of the Khmer project to restore the Northern Library 


Rouge leader Pol Pot, the surrender last of the Bayon temple. 


December of his two leading deputies. 
Khieu Samphan and Nuon Chea, and 


Since 1995 members of the Uni- 
versity of Applied Sciences in Cologne. 


****** " i ‘*’ 

'iM'jfc * f J 



the establishment of the current gov- Germany, nave been working on pre- 
ernment have helped to put Cambodia, serving 1 ,850 bas-reliefs in the Angkor 
and in particular Angkor, back on the War temple. Italy has sent structural 
tourist map. In November, 2,094 vis- engineers, like Vittorio Gallinaro, to 
itors arrived in Siem Reap, double the find ways to prevent the towers of Pre 
number from the same 
period a year earlier. The 
boom is fueled by an 
agreement with Thailand 
that allows direct daily 
flights to Siem Reap 
from Bangkok. 

Yet the anticipation of 
more tourists has given 
rise to concerns about 
preservation. While most 
of the temples have gate- 
keepers and some even 
have “no touch” signs, 
most tourists ignore 
them. The United Na- 
tions Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Or- 
ganization has presented 
a “zoning and environ- 
mental management 
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plan” io the government 
that stresses the impor- 




mat stresses the impor- 
tance of “controlled 
tourism." They have yet 
to see a response. "We 
think there are more rel- 
ics underground, so we 
are encouraging the gov- 
ernment to make sure that 
no hotels go up near the 
temple areas,” said Sam A bas-relief on a temple exterior. 
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Rup, a 10th-century temple, from fall- 
ing down. Gallinaro said the removal of 
jungle growth has created a danger that 
the uncooked bricks will crumble. 

F OR Chan Sok Thoun the pre- 
servation of Angkor Wat is more 
than an issue of heritage. As one 
of more than 300 tour guides, it is his 
livelihood. But it was also his play- 
ground as a child. “During the Khmer 
Rouge period few tourists came and the 
temple's corridors were ours to play 
in,” he said. 

Monuments to religion like Angkor 
Wat had no place in the Khmer 
Rouge’s ideology. “The temples were 
not destroyed, but they were not re- 
stored either,” Chan 
says. Instead, during the 
Khmer Rouge period 
1 1975-1979) relics from 
this historic site re- 
portedly found their 
way into the hands of 
overseas buyers. 

After a previous peace 
accord signed in Paris in 
1991, Cambodia's King 
Sihanouk made the pre- 
servation of these mag- 
nificent temples a prior- 
ity, and in late 1992 Un- 
esco declared the Ang- 
kor monuments a World 
Heritage site. Today 
Chan has turned his fa- 
miliarity with them into 
a profession. Trained by 
Unesco, Chan leads his 
visitors through the 15 
sites now open to the 
public, recounting the 
tales of Khmer kings 
who once ruled tins 
srone citadel, 

tfe. Mia Turner works for ' 

uW't'WHuqu, Time magazine . in 
Beijing. 


Jawbreaker 

Directed by Darren Stein. US. 

In Dairen Stem’s “Jawbreaker,” the nas- 
ties are back. I refer to those high-school 
princesses whose stiletto heels have trod 
on the sensibilities of all geeks, freaks and 
lowlifes in such comedy-honor flicks as 
“Carrie,” “Heathers,” "Clueless” and 
"Wild Things.” But, in "Jawbreaker” at 
least, the hilsable beauties seem to have 
lost their girl power. Stein, who grew up 
on die back-stabbing fantasies of John 
Hughes. Wes Craven and Brian DePalma 
overthe last 20 years, creates four for five) 
fearsome princesses, who terrorize their 
fellow students wife all fee familiar tics 
and tricks, but he Wings nothing new to the 
table. Meet “fee Flawless Four,” Reagan 
High School’s hottest, most exclusive girl 
clique. Courtney (Rose McGowan), is the 
group’s nasty leader, her slavish followers 
are Marcie Fox or “Foxy” (Julie Benz), 
Courmey’s inexhaustible suefcup; Julie 
(Rebecca Gayheart), who’s unfortunately 
burdened with a conscience, and Liz 
(Charlotte Roldan), the nicest member of 
all who gets fee worst birthday surprise of 
her life. On fee morning she turns 17, Liz 
is awakened by masked intruders (her 
three friends in disguise) who truss her, 
shove a jawbreaker into her mouth, gag 
her and toss her into fee trunk of their car. 
But when they pull up to the restaurant, 
where they plan to treat Liz to birthday 
pancakes, they find fee group has dwin- 
dled to three. It seems poor Liz didn’t 
chew before she swallowed. Stuck wife, a 
stiff. Courtney cakes charge. They return 
Liz to her bedroom, intending to stage a 
rape scene. But Fem Mayo (Judy Evans 
Greer), a school geek, arrives in the wrong 
place at the wrong time and Courtney has 
a witness problem. Why sit through a 
lesser imitation, when you could just rent 
those other movies for a far more en- 
joyable time? (Desson Howe, WP) 

La Hora be los Vauentes 

Directed by Antonio Mcrcero. Spain. 
Antonio Mercero, 63, has spent much of 
the past eight years working on a suc- 
cessful Spanish television sitcom, but he 
returns as a big-screen director with a 
fresh look at the oft-used theme of Spain’s 
Civil War. "La Hora de ios Valientes” 
(The ftour of the Brave) is a phrase the 
besieged Republicans used to rally their 
faithful against Francisco Franco’s 
troops, and the film makes a hero out of a 
fictional humble monitor at die Prado 
Museum, He tries .do save a Goya self- 

museum’s art is huniSl^evacuaasd to 
avoid Franco’s bombing] Gabano Diego, 
who often’ plays pure comic roles, does 


quite well here wife the more complex 
character of fee monitor, a sometime 
bumbler forced to rise to fee danger 
around him. He is ably guided in fee plot 
by his crafty and hilarious anarchistic 
gra n dfather (Luis Cuenca). The monitor's 
youngish aunt (Adriana Ozores), who 
runs a boarding house where much of fee 
action transpires, delivers an impressive 
performance as a strong woman who 
faces adversity. Herrole helps fee director 
capture fee complexity of human emo- 
tions during .war — terror, guarded hu- 
mor, hope againsthope. The protectors of 
the Goya portrait, including fee monitor’s 
hard-luck girlfriend (Leonor Watling), 
must outwit Franco loyalists who are 
sowing discord in Madrid. They make 
repeated references to Goya and his - 
majestic canvases that depicted fee hor- w 
rors of war. But the film, which has an 
engrossing rhythm and richness, stubs its 
toe at fee finale, which stretches cred- 
ibility and is not quite a march for tire 
earlier sections. (Al Goodman. JHT) ■ 

Lock, Stock and Two 
Smoking Barrels 

Directed by Guy Ritchie. UX. 

Guy Ritchie’s brash, ebullient direction 
of his first feature, “Lock, Stock and 
Two Smoking Barrels.” makes it very 
obvious that he boned his style making 
music videos and commercials. And for 
once that doesn’t hurt The punchy little 
flourishes feat load this gangster film 
wife attitude are perfectly welcome, be- 
cause there’s no honest, substantial part 
of fee movie they can hurt Ritchie makes jV 

a fine feat of macho gamesmanship out 1 ' 
of the way four sets of East End London “I. 
crooks keep outsmarting one another. ’ |\ 
And if that means having themail arm for 
battle while the "Zorba the Greek’’ 
theme music heightens the intensity of 
fee moment, well, why not? Touches like 
feat, along wife flashy, random shifts of 
film speed and a true rogues' gallery of 
striking if one-noie characters, do hold 
inierest. The commercial aspects also 
deflect attention from the fan that this 
story has almost no center at all. The 
closest it comes to heroes are the four 
savvy young con men whom the film 
introduces first Ritchie brings on Eddie 
(Nick Moran), Tom (Jason Flemying), 

Bacon (Jason Statham). and Soap (Dexter 
Fletcher) as if they were the' ‘Train- 
spotting” ejew, but the story SQpn begins 
to lose them in the shuffle. With a big 
debt to “The Usual Suspects” -andw;^ 

* ’Reservoir Dogs, ” Ritchie revels in the 
sheer knottiness of all the scheming. He 
makes it lively while it lasts and empty 
when it’s over. (Janet Maslin. Nrf) 
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TRAVEL DEALS 

r 

1 LondontoCape 

1 Town/Joh^nnesbur 

Round-trip from London Heathrow to Cape Town or Johannesburg lor £181 
g ($290). Conditions apply. For departure before March 30. Trailflnders 
(44-171)938-3366. 

/UR NEW ZEALAND 

| Singapore 

Singapore stopover promotion allows travelers in Thailand, Indonesia, 
Brunei, Irttia. Sri Lanka, the Philippines and China with a round-trip ticket to 
New Zealand via Singapore to claim a one-night stay for a symboTtcSI at the 
Copthome King's Hotel, Copthome Harbour View or Copthome Orchid 
Hotel in Singapore. Until June 30. 

AIR NEW ZEALAND 

\ HongKonbto 

[ New Zealand 

Business-class passengers can claim a free round-trip transfer to Chep Lap 
Kok Airport Until June 30. 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 

[ Britain to Drifted 

Stales V 

Round-trip London Heathrow to New York JFK or Newark from £1 99 (S31 8), 
induefing tax; Miami from £208; Phoenix from £300. Must book by March 31 
for departure before April 30. (44-141) 222-2345. 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 

United States to 
Europe \ 

l 

U.S. Executive Club members who buy a futt-fare round-trip business-class 
ticket from or to any destination served by BA can claim a free companion 
ticket in any class to any BA destination in the world. Travel must be 
completed tty April 15. kwwJHitisimrn aysxxm 

CfJiAPIAN AIRLINES 

international / 

AMERICAN AIRLINES 

. Ct1ina.ro [ ■ 
United States ' 

Beijing (and return to Beijing or Hong Kong) to any U.S. destination served 
by Canadian Airlines International or American from 3,000 yuan ($360) 
one-way and 5,000 yuan round-trip. Unlimited stopovers aflowed for 450 
yuan each. Some conditions apply. Must book before Aprfl 15 and return 
within three months. (86-21) 63763899. 

emirates 

to Melbourne! 

RourirMrip first- or business-class passengers stopping over in Dubai or 
Singapore can claim two nights at a five-star hotel in either city (or one night 

In each) plus round-trip airport limo transfers. Accommodation must be used 
by March 31 and travel completed by April 30. (44-171) 808-0808. 

QANTAS 

Paris to Singapore 

Round-trip for 3,220 francs ($535), plus tax. Conditions apply. For departure 
. before March 31 . Toll free: 0803-846-846 in France. 

VIRGIN ATLANTIC 

London to ! 
Shanghai = , 

Round-trip for £371 ($593), plus tax, from Heathrow. Some conditions apply. 
Must book by Aprfl 16 for departure between May 22 and June 30. 



’• ; ' *■ ■ v : v ,<* 'v!- 

CHESTERFIELD 

London j 

Three nights for two people for £399 ($638), plus VAT, over Easter weekend 
Includes Easter Sunday lunch, dinner on one night, afternoon tea on one 
day, English breakfast each morning and a gift For arrival April 2, departing 
April 5. (44-171 ) 491 -2622. 

EQUATORIAL 

Shanghai | 

“Superior* rooms (single or double) for $72 with tax and service includes 50 
percent off food and beverage. UntH April 30. (86-21) 6248-1688. 

HYATT 

Germany j 

1 ; 

“Pay 1 — Stay 2" package offers two nights for the price of one at Hyatts in 
Cologne. Mainz, Hamburg and Berlin; includes American buffet breakfast, 
use of fitness dub and late check-out March 31 to April 5. 

HOLIDAY INN 

Golden Mile, 
Hong Kong 

r . 

Rooms from $101 a night indude free local calls, in- room fax in some rooms, 
discounts in restaurants, business center and laundry. Until March 31 . (852) 
2313-4305. 

HOTEL N1KKO 

Hong Kong 

Winter rate from 988 Hong Kong dollars (Si 27) a night includes discounts In 
hotel restaurants, laundry and dry cleaning. Until April 10. (852) 
2313-4305. 

MALMA1SON 

i 

Newcastle and 
Manchester l 

. • - .--I 

l 

Two-night weekend package for £420 ($672) for two people includes 
breakfast and tinner and two body treatments per person (choose from 
massage, facial, back treatment). Until May 31. Newcastle (44-191) 
245-5000; Manchester (44-1 61 ) 278-1 000. 

RADISSONSAS 

Beijing 

Singles for $99 a night Until April 30. 

THE REGENT 

Bangkok 

Business package for $200 single ($220 double) a night indudes American 
breakfast and round-trip airport limo transfers. Minimum two- night stay. Until 
April 4. 

STRAWBERRY HILL 
RESORT 

Jamaica 

Three- to seven-night packages from $ 1 ,635 to $3,500 per person indude 
Continentatbreakfast, airport transfers from Kingston, tax and'service, use 
of spa fatalities, guided walks and bicycles. Until Dec. 15. (1-305) 
.531-8800. 

Compfed by Roger Cote/Mhoitfi tr» IHT cmMly ehadc* thesa aflan, (4mm be forewarned that soma travel agents may bo unaware ot Bum. or unable to book tham. 
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BOOKS 


MY PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
Media Studies, 1950-1998 

By George WS. Trow. 279 pages. 

$24. Pamheon. . . 

Reviewed by Richaid Bernstein 

Af HE FIRST thing to note about 
■v ■ George W.S. Trow’s new book is 
that, as with his best-known previous 
work, the cult classic “Within die Con- 
• text of No Context,” there is something 
interesting on every page and something 
brilliant on many of them. 

In “My Pilgrim’s Progress,” Trow, 
who was a staff writer at The New York- 
er for almost 30 years, continues his 
jazzy, epigrammatic love-hate relation- 
ship with the contemporary culture. 

The main idea, largely developed by 
Trow's examination ot “Mainstream 
American Cultural Artifacts.” is that 
the protective solidity of the American 
culture that existed at mid-century has 
vanished, even if we do not realize just 
how complete the disappearance was. 
He meanders through the cultural and 
political landscape, making penetrat- 
ing, knowledgeable and entertaining 
observations and evoking a stark cleav- 
age in the culture that began f orm i ng 
around his chosen baseline date of 

S* 1950. , ■ 

" Trow uses many ways to describe 
what came after the cleavage: “our na- 
tional culture of irony and anger,” the 
aesthetic dominance of an “unreal, 
speeded-up violence,” “a desperate 
dissolving situation, a rock n roll 
culture whose triumph over the old aes- 
thetic was so complete that “it oblit- 
erated any real sense of the context to 
which it was juxtaposed." . * 

In any case, you get the picture: What 
has happened is not good, though it is 
very interesting. It can be observed m 
numerous “Mainstream American 
Cultural Artifacts.” And it has some- 
thing to do with television, that new 
rhinl That lurked almost invisibly in the 


shadows of 1950 and grew into a vic- 
' torious monster. 

Trow’s manner of expression is in its 
way as much, a “Mainstream American 
Cultural Artifact” as the movies, books 
and nfusical productions that he ana- 
lyzes so acutely: It, too. marks a cultural 
cleavage, between the studied informal- 
ity of fie second half of die century and 
die forma] discourse of the rest of lit- 
erary history. “So let’s rock and roll 
with this,” Trow writes as he makes a 
transition from one point to another. 
“Not quite free-associate; my mind 
doesn’t work that way. I just trust the 
circularity of it. Let’s start anyway: The 
Beatles, 1965.” 

The transition Trow makes at that 
point is between the demise of the 
Churchillian aesthetic of the 1950s and 
the appearance of “Dionysian avatars" 
like the Beaties’ tragic hero, John Len- 
non. 

As always the argument is rich and 
suggestive, like many others in this 
book. Indeed, the temptation in review- 
ing “My Pilgrim’s Progress” is to list a 
few of Trow’s many interesting points. 
For example, he attributes the increase in 
violence in the movies to an underlying 
and ever increasing commercial need for 
what be calls a “hyperactive quality” 
that is most easily satisfied in violence 
and car' chases. He then adds a brief 
history of movie car chases, beginning 
with Steve McQueen’s in “Bullitt 
(1968). 

Or there is his wonderfully despairing 
vision of television production in which a 
straight line can be drawn from “Howdy 
Doody” (the “sub-basement of a Shirley 
Temple movie”) and the "aware- 
ness -of-evfl-and-cynicism business of 
‘The Simpsons .’ ,T Not only are Howdy 
Doody and the Simpsons linked in this 
linear history of television, but the qual- 
ities that link them are juxtaposed with 
other cultural products, specifically the 
David Lettennan show, whose stock in 
trade is irony. (Trow calls it irony . though 


BRIDGE 




By Alan Truscott 
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ing in the Forbo International 
Team Tournament. 

* Wei and Kennedy, who 
were' teammates for many 
years on major occasions, 
have formed a new partner- 
ship. 

Kennedy has deferred to 
her partner’s strong prefer- 
ence and adopted fie Preci- 
sion System, which accounts 
for the opening one club on 
the diagrammed deal from a 
recent practice game. A nat- 
ural sequence then led to six 
spades and a diamond was 
led. 

Wei had two finesses avail- 
able and took neither. She 
won with the diamond king, 
cashed the heart ace and led 
the heart queen. When East 
played low she ruffed and 


cashed the wade ace. The ap- 
pearance of the king was a 
pleasant surprise, and South 
made an oveitrick by estab- 
lishing the fifth hean in the 
dummy. 

if the spade king had not 
appeared, South'would have 
continued, driving out the 
king. After a minor-suit re- 
turn, she would have won in 
dummy, ruffed a heart and 
removed any remaining 
crumps. 

There would still have 
been two entries to the 
dumm y, to secure another 
ruff and score die last heart 
for the 12th trick. 

Notice that a routine spade 
finesse at the second trick 
would have left South in jeop- 
ardy. She would have had to 


guess well in hearts to sur- 
vive. 


NORTH (D) 
♦ 76 

9 AQ J74 
0 AK73 

*AK 


WEST 
+ K 

t?832 
4Q10854 
♦ J 6 5 3 


EAST 
♦ 854 
9K863 
O J 

+ Q10987 


SOUTH 

A A Q J 10 9 6 3 

Pip 

*962 

443 

Both sides were vulnerable the 


bidding: 

North 

East 

South 

West 

I A 

Pass 

1 * 

Pass 

2 V 

Pass 

A ♦ 

Pass 

A NX 

Pass 

so 

Pass 

6 A 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

West led the diamond five. 
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High-Tech Hotels of the Future 


By Roger CoUis 

lnt«niatu*ul HtrjIJ Trihur.e 




ACK in my corporate days (and 
I go back a Jong way >.you could 
expect a quiet, spacious room 
and a comfortable bed with a 
telephone on the night-table, a radio with 
local news, an armchair, 3 shaving mirror, 
a shower that worked, and a wardrobe 
with wooden coat hangers that you were 
tempted to walk away with. . 

High-tech meant a telex in reception 
l remember the telex?) and a gizmo I 
recall called “Magic Fingers.” Put a 
quarter in the slot and the bed would 
vibrate for 15 minutes, saving you count- 
ing sheep. You haul to go through the 
operator for long-distance calls 
{‘'There’s a two-hour delay for Mad- 
rid”), so the office was safely out of touch 
and you’d be left to worry in peace. 

Slow dissolve (via multichannel satel- 
lite TV. mini-bars, hair dryers, power 
showers, bathroom phones, back-lighted 
mirrors and in-room tea- and coffee-mak- 
ing facilities) to the millennium. Road 
warriors today are driven by commu- 
nications technology — the need to be 
totally wired at all times, which both 
facilitates and requires higher productiv- 
ity. The hotel room has become a “com- 
mand center” from which one manages 
business with customers and the office as 
though one were in the office. Travelers 
want to be independent, in control, not 
dependent on hotel services; they want to 
do it all in their room, around die clock. 

Hotels have responded. Hyatt came up 
in 1997 with its Business' Plan at 90 
hotels in the United States and Canada. 
For an extra $20 a day on any room rale, 
guests get a raft of benefits including a 
large desk, fax machine, desk telephone 
with computer hook-up. enhanced light- 
ing. free local calls and no access charges 
on toll-free and credit card phone calls. 

“We’ve found that almost two-thirds 
of business travelers in America use 
laptops on the road,” says Norm Can- 
field of Hyan Hotels in Chicago. “So 
someone can print out what they're do- 


ing in the room rather than going to the 
business center. People are looking for 
instant convenience, lack of hassles and 
the ability to be productive when they 
warn 10 be productive. 

“We already have two-line phones 
with data ports. But the biggest thing is 
the Internet, and where does that go? 
We’re testing systems for gening people 
connected — especially with high-speed 
data links. There’s an interactive cable 
vehicle through the television set, which 
has a tot of potential because die band 
w idth is huge, but the industry hasn’t yet 
evolved to the point where you can ex- 

E loit this — 11*5 like having a 50-lane 
ighway and a half-lane exit ramp.*’ 
Alistair Forbes, business development 
director of Quadriga, a provider of in- 

A sleiv of gizmos for 
plugged-in travelers . 

teractive hotel-room technology, in Lon- 
don, says: “The television is die center 
of the communications highway for the 
hotel guest You don’t need a laptop 10 
access the Internet or deal with your e- 
maii. It’s all done through a remote- 
control key-pad. The technology is in the 
hotel basement using co-axial cabling 
for the signaling. But it all goes through 
the TV. The typical road- warrior — the 
middle manager in the four-star hotel — 
will probably still bring his laptop. The 
senior executive is going to see it as an 
opportunity to not take his laptop.” 

Hilton Hotels has started Business 
Anywhere centers at 50 U.S. hotels. The 
centers provide a Pentium multimedia 
computer with zip drive, e-mail access 
and Web browsing through the Internet, 
a laser printer, a laptop print port, a 
copier, a fax machine ana a 24- hour hot- 
line. They come with multilingual 
touch-screen menus. You pay by credit 
card. 

Hilton is testing an in-room PC sys- 
tem called PCC Power desk at three Lon- 


don properties — the Hilton Heathrow, 
the Lan gfaam Hilton and die Hilton Park 
Lane. PCC Powerdesk is a PC hidden 
away in a wooden desk is the room. It 
comes with a fax/e-mail/Internet access, 
a laser printer (stashed in the bottom 
drawer), scanner and CD sound system. 

Access to the Powerdesk is through a 
smart card, which you bay at reception, 
costing £1 5 (S24) for an hour and £30 for 
up to four hours use. You can use die 
card at other hotels with Powerdesks. 
You can bring your own floppy disks er 
buy disks at fie hotel. You also have 
access to Microsoft Office, the Internet, 
games and shopping, CDs from the hotel 
library and, via PCC Mall, market in- 
formation. entertainment and sport. 

You can find Powerdesks at more than 
30 Comfort, Clarion and Quality hotels 
in Norway and 15 in Sweden; fie Stan- 
hope in Brussels; the Grand Hotel 
Duomo in Milan, and the Halcyon, the 
Howard and the Ritz in London. 

Nigel Massey, a hotel consultant in 
London, balks at all this stuff. “There’s 
a blind assumption in the hotel industry 
that everybody is into high-tech,” hie 
says, “so they stick all this kit in and 
what you actually do is alienate your 
guest when he can'tfigure out how to use 
die stuff and is too embarrassed to phone 
down and ask. We did quite an amusing 
lifestyle survey at the Haikin in London, 
which has the last word in high-tech, 
among 150 males and female guests 
from Europe and the United Stares. Men 
see rooms as an extension of their office 
and use all the available facilities. But 
women see their rooms as places of 
relaxation rather than communication. 
Only 8 percent use the technology, com- 
pared with 39 percent of men. 

“Hotels are in danger of introducing 
too much high-tech at the expense of the 
human-service element.” be continues. 
“I'm fed up speaking to voice mail, I 
want to speak to a person. Does anybody 
speak English? Does anybody speak?" 

Roger Collis can be reached hv fax ar 
<33-4) 93-74-77-92. 


ARTS GUIDE 


BRITAIN 


derision might be a better word.) 

But there is a deeper, connecting point 
here as well, one worth bearing in mind. 
If derision (or irony.) is a sensibility of the 
age, where does it come from? Trow 
finds its origins in the very cultural dis- 
junction that is his main subject. We 
have, he writes, repudiated “the Old 
World of masculine honor” that was 
itself linked to a hard core of struggle. We 
live at a time, he observes, when there 
have never been more people on earth 
and less starvation. Pampered as we are, 
unacquainted with a “moment of true 
physical exhaustion after a day of work in 
the mines,” we “were going to have to 
grow up to be entirely ironic in our vis- 
ceral reactions to our own manhood.” 

Elsewhere, Trow studies the career of 
Faye Emerson, ihe subject of a lengthy 
profile in The New York Times of 1950, 
when headlines were about the national 
coal strike. Churchill’s memoirs of 
World War U and the hydrogen bomb. 
Emerson enters the picture as “our first 
personality known for being a person- 
ality." She represents in this sense the 
disjunction between the old world of 
1 950, grounded in the birrer fights against 
the Nazis and the Depression, and the 
lightweight world of television in which 
neither historical nor cultural contexts 
exisL Trow’s comment on this is a marvel 
of sardonic clarity: "My overview of the 
civilization as presented in The New 
York Times of Feb. 1. 1950," he writes, 
“is that in World War IL the Germans 
lost, and Faye Emerson won.” 

As he slices iransgressively through 
the decades. Trow gives himself away. 
He is an old-fashioned curmudgeon 
who writes with hip, new-fashioned 
flair. His tour of the media and the 
politics of the last half century is solidly 
grounded in a moral tradition that we 
are in danger of losing, which is reason 
enough for lingering and contemplat- 
ing this original, provocative and pos- 
sibly prophetic book. 

New York Times Service 


London 

Barbican Art Gallery, tel: (171) 
838 -8391 . open daily. To March 28: 
“Africa by Africa: A Photographic 
View." Spanning the production of 
African photography since the 
1920s. the display examines the 
role of studio photography and its 
insight into social Africa. 

www.barbican.org.uk 
Royal Academy of Arts, tel: (171) 
300-8000, open daily. Continu- 
ing/ To April 1 1 : “Monet in the 20th 
Century." Features 80 paintings 
completed in the final decades oi 
the artist's life. 

www.royalacadomy.org.uk 
Tate Gallery, tel: (171) 887-8000. 
open daily. To June 6: "Jackson Pol- 
lock." A retrospective of the works of 
the American artist (10T2-f956). 
[Dripping paint from a brush or stick 
held above the canvas. Poflock 
wove webs of interlacing fines, 
punctuated with spatters of color. 
www.tate.org.uk 


CANADA 


Toronto 

Art Gallery of Ontario, tel: (416) 
977-0414. dosed Mondays and 
Tuesdays. To April 18: "French 
Drawings From the Horvitz Col- 
lection." Covering the period from 
the late Renaissance through Neo- 
Classicism, the exhibition features 
110 drawings by Boucher. 
Fragonard. Lorrain. Poussin and 
Watteau. Subjects range from 
landscapes and portraits to figure, 
genre and compositionaJ studies. 
www.ago.net 


FRANCE 


Paris 

Centre Georges Pompidou, tel: 
01- 44-78-12-33, dosed Tues- 
days. Continuing/ To April 26: 
“David Hockney: E space/P ays- 
age." Brings together approximate- 
ly 50 paintings, photographs and 
installations exploring landscapes, 
a recent orientation in the work of 
the British painter (bom 1937). 
Fondafon Dina Viemy-Musee 
Maillol, tel: 01^2-22-59-58. 
dosed Tuesdays and holidays. To 
June 13: 'Vieira da Silva.” A se- 
lection of paintings and works — 
often semiabstract architectural 
compositions— on paper covering 
60 creative years by the Por- 
tuguese-born artist (1908-1992). 
Muses Picasso, tei: 01-12-71-25- 
21. dosed Tuesdays. To May 3: 
“David Hockney: Dialogue With Pi- 
casso." Picasso's Influence on the 
British artist (bom 1937) is doc- 
umented by works whose source 
of inspiration was. among others. 
'The Old Guitar-Player.” 




Berlin 

Deutsche Guggenheim, tel: (1) 
20-20-93-13. open daily. To May 9: 
"Andreas SlommsW.” A srte-spe- 
dfic commission, the multi-compo- 
nent. sculptural, installation by the 
German artist (bom 1 959) features 
an enormous. fuBy functioning bird 


trap; a mechanism designed to 
transport a spoonful of cough syr- 
up: and a “stolen" bicycle pump. 
www.deutsche-guggenheim- 
beriin.de 

Cologne 

Wallraf-Richartz-Museum, tei: 
(221) 221 -23-82, dosed Mondays. 
To May 9: “Aram de Gaidar. 1645- 
1727." The Dutch painter (1645- 
1727) was Rembrandt’s appren- 
tice for two years and his historical 
paintings derive their inspiration 
from the master's broad painting 
method. 

Wolfsburg 

Kunstmuseum, tel: (5361) 266- 
90, dosed Mondays. To June 6: 
“Avantgarderobe: Art and Fashion 
in the Twentieth Century." Demon- 
strates the flow of inspiration be- 
tween the two worlds through more 
than 250 works in painting, print- 
making. fashion design, photo- 
graphy and film. 

M JAPAN 1 

Kyoto 

National Museum of Modem Art, 
tel: (75) 761-4111. dosed Mon- 
days. Continuing/ To March 22: 
"Prints of Edvard Munch.” Works 
by the Norwegian artist (1663- 
1944). With Expressionist intens- 
ity. Munch expressed people's 
loneliness and anxiety with strong 
colors and swirling lines. 
www.momak.go.jp 

Osaka 

Idemitsu Museum of Arts, tel: (6) 
245-86-n. open daily. To March 
22: "A Longing lor Limpidity." More 
than 50 works by the Japanese 
painter (1777-1835). Tanomura 
developed a style inspired by the 
literati paintings of the Ming 'end 
early Qing dynasties. . 

Tokyo 

Gotoh Museum, tel: (3) 3703- 
0062, dosed Mondays. To March 
28: “Penetrating Beauty." A selec- 
tion of Japanese swords created 
by the craftsmen of the Edo period 
(1600-1868). 

Tokyo Fuji Art Museum, tel: (426) 
91-4511. Continuing/ To April 18: 
“A 4000- Year Art Expedition: From 
Ancient Egypt to Andy Warhol.” 
Approximately 200 paintings, 
sculptures and photographs cov- 
ering the Egyptian. Greek and Ro- 
man periods through the Renais- 
sance to the 20th century. 

■ NETHERLANDS 

Rotterdam 

Kunsthal, tel: (10) 44-00-300, 
dosed Mondays. To July 4: "Pi- 
casso: Artist of the Century.” Cov- 
ers-Picasso’s entire career from 
the early "blue" and “pink" periods 
and Cubism to his later years in the 
South of France. 

BTwT TZ E RJLA M D 

Lausanne 

Fonda lion de F Hermitage, tel: 
(21) 320-50-01. dosed Mondays. 
Continting/To May 24: “L’Age tfOr 





Seydou Keira’s work is part of a London show 
exploring photography in sub-Saharan Africa. 



de PAquareBe Anglatse. 1770-1 901 
A survey of British watercolors and 
their interpretation of landscapes 
and stifl fifes, from Paul Sandby 
(1731-1809) to Turner. Bonington 
and the Victorian watercolorists. 

HIartigny 

Fondation Pierre Gianadda, tel: 
(27) 722-3978, open daily. To June 
6: ’Turner et Las Alpes." Works on 
paper created by the British painter 
(1775-1871) while he traveled 
through the French and Swiss Alps 
in 1802. 

www.gianadda.cn 

j TAIWAN 
Taipei 

National Palace Museum, tel: (2) 
224-1 333. open daily. To March 30: 
“A Special Exhibition of Printed 
Editions From the Sung Dynasty." 
While block printing, that began 
during the Tang Dynasty, peaked 
under the Sungs (960-1280). most 
printed volumes were destroyed in 
subsequent wars. The exhibition 
features some examples of the 
Sung block printing. 

www.npm.gov.tw 

B li li I T E D STATES 

Baltimore 

The Wallers Art Gallery, tel: (41 0) 
547-9000. open daily. To May 9: 
“Land of the Winged Horsemen: Art 
in Poland. 1572-1764." On loan 
from Polish museums, portraits, ar- 
mor. costumes, otjects in silver and 
gold from a land that was influenced 
by its position at the crossroads ol 
eastern and western cultures. 
www. TheWalters.org 


Cleveland 

Cleveland Museum of Ait, tei: . 
To May 2: “Diego Rivera: Art and 
Revolution.” More than 100 paint- 
ings and drawings that exemplify 
Rivera’s relationship to Symbol- 
ism, Cubism. Social Realism and 
Surrealism. They also reflect the 
way he merged the innovations of 
European modernism with the tra- 
ditions of Mexico's pre-Columbian 
past and its Indigenous peoples. 
www.demusari.com 

CLOSING SOON 


Asia 

March 14: 'Tibetan and Qing Dy- 
nasty Buddhist Images. Chang 
Foundation, Taipei. 

March 14: "Masterworks from the 
Carmen Thyssen-Bomermsza 
Collection.'' Mlyagi Museum of 
Art, Sendai, Japan. 

Europe 

March 14: "Goya : Un Regard 
Libre." Palais des Beaux- Arts, 
Lille, France. 

March 14: “L’Anima e il Voflo." 
Palazzo Reate, Milan. 

March 14: “Adriaen de Vnes. Im- 
perial Sculptor, 1556-1626." 
Rijks museum, Amsterdam. 
March 14: "Asser: Pioneer ol 
Dutch Photography." Rqksmu- 
seum, Amsterdam. 

March 14: "Richard Undner." 
IVAM Centre Julio Gonzalez, 
Valencia, Spain. 


Compiled by Elisabeth Hopkins 


“Art in Poland" is the theme of an exhibition that will 
tour several U.S. cities after its stay in Baltimore. 
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THE ULTIMATE GOURMET COOKING 
IN PARIS 

- DIPLOMA COURSES 

- SPECIALITY COURSES 

- WORKSHOPS 

- DEMONSTRATION CL 
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EXCEPTIONAL. EQUESTRIAN PROPERTY 

470 sq.m. MANOR HOUSE plus 210 sq.fr i. large reception. 
Caretakers cottage, indoor riding ring, stables, swimming pod. * 
50 acres paddocks, woods, park. Perfect condition. FF 7.5 ml Wort- 
One hour Biarritz - 30 mins Pau airport 
Tel: +33 (0)5 59 6738 83- Fax: +33 (0)5 59 67 79 37 


REAL ESTATE AUCTION SALE in the courthouse of FOIX (09l 
on Tuesday April 6111 , 1999 at 9:30 am 


Qwnw K Meet 
32. a am nVUwwirr 


Hot 

R. MaHH-Stewn (1924) 

Ret 1999') 101 

Property Including I.DH tqjtL hOUM 
+ cvetator'x hottw mi 30/12 iqon. Brownfa 
+ 17,195 iqjn. land 
fare | fm FF 1 .090.000 - €274.49123 
ihpoK FF 340.000 -€54,881.45 . 

Brochura nvoilobfa by ffoipfe request 


Randy By, Scott Tieman 
& Betty Devin* 

. * 561-278 0433 

■allmorv.tn-rnaM'Y.aly’ TO’ WJ U of.Com 


Realtors 


16th and 18th century MONASTERY 
located in CAMON (ARIEGE) 


Auction Sale following liquidation In PARIS courthouse 
on Thursday March 25m. 1 999 at 2:30 p.m. In one lot 


Building listed in ihe official "second invemory of hisiorkaj monuneni" 


TOWNHOUSE in PARIS 7th 
21 tor and 23, rue Oudlnot 


STARTING PRICE: FF 2,450,000 


Contact: SCP V1ALA & GOGUYER LALANDE. lawyers in Foix 
09001 FRANCE. 12 rue du palais de Jinnee -Tel * .13 (0) 5 61 65 17 15 


Basement, groundfloor, 3 storeys and garage. 

Private use of 170 sq.m, garden 

- STARTING PRICE: FF 5,000,000 - 


Contatct: SCP B. da SARIAC-A. JAUNEAU. 42. avenue Georgo-V. 75008 


Paris, TO: +33 (0)1-47-20-43.76 (from 10 a.m. IQ 12 p.m. only) - Me CHEVRON 
lawyer. 8. me Tronchet in PARIS 8th. Tel: +33 10)1-47-42-31-15 - 


5 min GENEVA airport 

(in France) 
Renovated 

1840 Farmhouse 

Divided into two residences: 


“ PIERRE BATON 

CONSULTANTS 
High class to] estate sped aba sine: 1455 
PRESENTS: 


lawyer. 8. me Tronchet in PARIS 8th. Tel: +33 (0)1-47-42-31-15 - 
Me FRECH0U, liquidator. 18. nre Seguier, PARIS 6th, - Me LE DOSS EUR, 
legal reprsaentaova. 12, rue Pemelre in PARIS 4th 
Record office of PARIS T.G.l. 

Visits on premises: March 18 & 22nd, 1998, from 10:00 to 12:00 a.m. 


• 230 sqm, m 3 tends: specious titahenl 
rtsiigfoiig, siting mom wth to place. 

5 bedrooms, 3 brihrooms. 


• jS»E 

Bg& ofido wsw: froitt Tffe .flodt 
' vI3S a iteacfel 


• 120 sqm or 2 tewte k&tian, doing, 
faring. 3 bedrooms, baton, fc+g ada 
VaUtedrai* 2-car garage i,80Dsgm 
garden vuflh saM water heated awnmaig 
pod (8X1371) end poofouse. 


SFBeOOOa Contact Mb. (Oramr 
W+33 049059 1940 cr 04 5)40915 
Fte +33 04 90 59 11 45 


For ■ f omatjeo and cowiplett sckttioa 
TO: +33 (Oil 47 04 55 55 
_ Fax: +33 (Oil 47 W 23 00 


PARIS 15th 

Close Majrfe and Square Saint Lambert 

New building - High class finings. Large 5-room duplex with terraces, 
vast living with high ceiling. Parental suite, 2 bedrooms, study. 

FF 4,565,000 including double parking. 

Ready at the end of the year 2000 
Can 1-33 (0)145 38 45 06 



Paris and Suburbs 


French Riviera 


CANNES SEAFRONT 

MAGNIFICENT APARTMENT 
PANOmtC WEW OF 
THE LBVNS ISLANDS AND SEA 
300 sqm Iwig space (5 batons) 
art) vast terraced luxury Brislings. 

Tat IB 86 

TEL: +33 (0)4 92 94 29 OQ 
Fax: +33 (m 92 94 29 01 


SPECIAL DESIGNER'S APARTMENT 
near Canal St Martin in me lOft. 'Prtx 
de Rome 1904* freestone, oh floor tots 
of KgM, 140 sg.ni suxasstJ Mending of 
aH and curtfemporary Large entrance, 
living, fining, 3 Bedrooms, a fireplace, 
puqufll flam. beauliri moiASngs. mod- 
ern designati kitenen tainram. 
separate shower wth top quafiy appS- 
ances and Rungs. Buil-fn washer and 
dryer, new Electoral wing and s»**es. 
entrance and service elevators, large 
basement storage area FF2.9Q0.0db 
Tel/Fax +33 (0)1 42 05 41 ® 


High class Freestone buHdng. sptendW I 
345 sqm apanmem. 3rd floor, 
nice lay-out. very sunny, open view. I 
Maids' rooms, cellars. Work to be done. I 
Price lo negotiate Tel: owner 


PARIS: +33 (0)1 47 27 78 2 


Paris Area Furnished 


Paris and Suburbs 


French Provinces 


LYS LAMORLAYE near CHANTILLY 
COG a^ort 20 min - PARS 35 km 


(M7EJWWT PROPERTY 
LAKE GENEVA 

15 tan from Geneva to Francs, ye! arty 
15 tan front Swiss barter, Uagnfican! 
property, bid 1929. renovated 
1,700 SQJIL Ruing space retting 
130 sqm. reception mom 16)900 sqm 
park, canny rtf trees, springs, 
flxosptionri panoramic vtw war late. 
Separate careotart house, (farm sets 
99 year basehoU: FFJG.OOO.OOO 
T* +33 (tM 98 99 22 92 
MoUK +33 fa <B 87 19 86 
Far +33 82 M 29 71 


BEAUTIFUL HOUSE 


in PRIVATE DOUAINE 

2 acre ol land freestone 5 bedrooms. 

study, large Mng. luge tftng. 

2 Sting rooms. Terrace, greoftouse 
Al sept in ocaBent condtam. 

Pnce FF 45 U negotiate 
SCP LOUF et SOJBRY. notates 
Ter +33 (0)3 4467 1515 Fax 4457 5193 


PAHS 16 Bl Sefi separately or together. 
Bright, qife, modem duplex. 103 sqm. 
garden 28 sqm Spaows daubte taing 
oakwood master bedroom, mahogany 
panrrted guestroom.tots of shriving a 
dose! space. 2 V2 baths. My equip pea 
kndiQn. douMe parting Plus nearby 2 
room apartment. 40 sq. m. 20 sq m gar- 
den. possMy pmtessorai High rjuafiy 
-wxtoranshp FF 57U TeWta:* 33 (0)1 
39 58 81 02 


Tel: +33 (0)1 47^03005 

Fax +33 (0)1 47 20 34 04 


VIEW ON SEINE A PLACE DE LA 
CONCORDE 158 sqm apartment com* 
prumg 2 receptions. 2 bedrooms. 2 bath- 
rooms. tatchen on 3d floor. Contact 
Emma Wrier. Sotheby’s irtemaiional 
Reaty, London +44 (01 171 598 1800. 


MAMAISON 


PROVENCE 

Stunteg 1,150 aqm. restate bastitte 
10 ha vreyaid, o he and dwy trees. 
Bredhtating news to Mom Veraoin, 
landscaped gadens, taiga pool FF 17 M 
Please cal w Rawn Glorias immotflv 
Tel 3M4S065865B fax 33(0)449ffi841O 


EXCEPTIONAL-LOUVEGENNES 
West Parts: 190 sqm differ + 40 sqm 
terraces on perir, 4 bedrooms. 3 baths, 
doubfe garage Tet office hours: *33 
(Oil 3919 IW9 or +33 (016 1211 9272 


1ST, TUILERIES, EXCEPTIONAL 
8 rooms. 407 sqm. OsaUAX raception. 
View on garden and Place Concorde. 
Noare Tel. +33 (0)1 42 87 55 15. 


SfwcefcJ of Fine QiaBy 
Funstied Homes fawghaJ Paris 
Tel / Far +33 (0)1 46 48 88 50 
Direct +33 {0)1 « 29 26 08 


ST NOM LABRET ECHE ExpSs lavonte! 
Mactire. modem lan% htxise wflh gar- 
dan 220 sqm FF155 iriBon. Tet +33 
(0|l 30 56 56 68 


LE VESWET, tO min. tor h Oatence. 
RER taiiy luusa. 450 sq.m, 6 bed- 
roams. 5 bfflhs. heetel pool, garden, ga- 
ngs. SOOOOmrn Tel 13521093 


PROVENCE SPECTACULAR CHATEAU 
Countiy eaates. village townhouses, 
elegant hMel+wiamraras. superb BiB 
Finest vineyards, wineries avalable, 
Please cal I* Ram Goandas knmobOst 
Tel 33(0)490668669 fa 33(0)449668410 


NEAR CHAMPS DE MARS treestone 
bonding. 193 sq.m, apartment. 3rd 
floodlit. Open view. Enhance hall, tnpte 
reception. 4 bedrooms, 2 bads, shower 
room, l WCs. laundry room, fuly 
equipped knenen + pantry, maids 
rooro/shower Garage rental passible. 
Phone owner +33 fD>1 53 59 93 4i 


ST GBtMAM DES PRES top floor vten. 
16th cent house. 31* rooms, r bedroom, 
calm. Ideal couple +33 10)1 43293757 


7th. Metro VAftEAU, fully furnished 
apart mem. Irving room, bertom en- 
trance-study. free from March 8 urea 
Dec t. FFSSfiO'ma +33 10)2 3748 0318 


Commercial Premises 


SANT GERMAIM DES PRES. 2 rooms. 
70 sq.m . etegam. modem, hity fir- 
nished. low ceflinga. PF12.0OD per 
mantii Tet +33 tffi 61 09 tO 22 


PBVGGRD LUXURY MANOR 875 sqm. 
14 roomstid stones fuly ihw but 1982 
•reh lop Bings & corrfon. htapriew* 
50 acres, ssdudad Fax 33(0)553405392 


7th in SAINT GB«AM DES PRES 
Voy unique, mtm top floor ti hyi dass 
anoant mansion. 250 sqm. Vast tving 
caHedrel csMng. brepbceftOe terrace, 


FRENCH flVEHA - CANNES - UMQUE 
10 min Palais du Festival on sea 
FOR SALE . ICE CREAM PARLOR - 
TEA-ROOM - BAR CLASS 3 LICENCE 
160 sq.m. 130 seals, with terrace 
1st floor APARTMENT with commercial 
lease. FF52 M. negotiable T« -33 10)6 
85 28 92 090(0)4933935 18 


ETOLE. 60 sqm. 2-room fbL perfect 
conMw S equrprwnt. FF12J500 
TetFax +33flli 47 54 07 86 


Paris Area Unfurnished 


Tel +33 ffl)l ■ 


PROVENCE, CHATEAU to In restored 
5.Sha Odes *1 Ventoux AOC+wodsflake 
antiare trees, great rim FF5.5U. 
Ptoase cafl Mr Rarer Gigcndas Immdbier 
Tel 33(0)490658® Fax 33(0)449668410 


AGffRANCE 

RENTALS 

TEL: +33 (0)1 49404140 


TOULOUSE EXCEPTIONAL 3 apart- 
meres xnatficert Exiting on tree Bned 
square. 300 sqm. ToWher FFZt M. or 
sdd separately. +33 8218 8180 


7th, FACING EIFFEL TOWER 

CHAMP DE IWRS 
ftBswous ‘ pied a tens' 37 sqm 
Tel +33 ( 0)1 S5379622 - (0)1 44180401 


Paris Area Furnished 


PAfflS JBh 

90/92 rue de b Faisandeite 
Ufltro PORTE DAUPHWE 


AGENCE CHAMPS ELYSEES 


French Riviera 


EXCEPTTONNEL LOCATION • PARIS 

Square Roch, 3 rooms, charm, sunny, 
beauAi terrace on garden. FF17U Tel 
33 ?)) 8 03 70 80 49 


Fjrvshed apanmans, 3 morehs or more 
or unfurnished, residertia! seas. 


- 5 rams. 3 bedrooms 140 sq.m. 
ir tor. 24 sqm baicory, caar 
& 2 pariongs. Rent FFl 8.511 mdudmg 
charges Commsaon Fi 0.301 


MANDHJEU, CANNES MARINA. La 
StftBL aparimen, dot tee exposure. 5th 
floor, fating sea. f bedroom, -firing. M 
bathroom, tichen, guest WC, 60 sqm. + 
14 sq.m, loggias. 1 car parting 
USS130.000L 8 x 3m mama berth a«B- 
afle extra. No agents. E+rai 
subutosUincojxnJ) Tet 961-3-772773 


Bth, ETOILE, 50 m Champs Efysees 
32 sqm. 7ft and rep floor, 6ft. bngd 
sunny Mlh view. FF8EXLOOQ Tel after 8 
pm +33 fljl 42 83 20 57 


Tel: +33 (0)1 42 25 32 25 

Fae +33 » « S3 37 09 


16th, IIS SOIL AVE HENffl UARTM + 
3 teracas 166 sqm. - ranting, top feor - 
Excetnmal view. Eoun fating. SB. +33 
(fl|1 42 30 90 00 


AT HOME H PAHS 


Iff OFF GULF OF ST TROPEZ quiet, 
charmng house + cotraga. 3 bedrooms, 
5,000 sqjn. part, pool. view. FF2JU. 
Tfif *33(0)484555472 Fax top 94430707 


iflth, AVE FOCH, m one of the most 
twautflul butings Siparb 580 sqjn Sv- 
mg space - oaxxw tenace & 70 sqm 
makfs room C/VEL +33(0)1 4720 382fi 


PARIS PROMO 

Apartments to rent (unshed y not 
Sales S Ftapsty Managemanf Services 
25 Av Hade 75000 Pas FxQ1-4j5U020 


isift-Av pReaswr mlson sprenua 

character apartment for receptions 270 
sqm. Bftel Tower view, freestone butt- 
ing. amerqe. 3 tsdnjsns. Wanes, 
coat FRaearamh oaraes (eluded. 
TO omer +33 ;C ; 1 47 27 78 29 


Tel: +33 (0)1 45 65 25 60 


RUE DE U PAK, large 2 rooms, tout 
90 sqm. nett/ retira luxurious filings, 
equmed crer. 3ti tor. ML FFl2,iB0 
neL (23 s Tai -33 15)1 42 12 05 05. 


OWNER SELLS 80 SOM. APARTMENT 
on CANNES HILLS. Wonderful rim. 
FF1.100B0Q (EUROS 167.000) Tet +33 
(0)4 934S 7975, +33(0)6 1752 1553 


16th NEAR VICTOR HUGO, to Stone 
bultira. very high ctiss, 360 sqm., su- 
perb ay oui 100 sqm ler races. Tet 
*3W)I 47 65 97 2J 


PARS Wi. Avenue Georges Uandel 
Rrmshed apanmem to rent. wau&M 
area.tuxuy 1 60 sqm 2 bettons. tatn- 


Ifih PASSY. 72 sqm 3-nom teL sutv 
ny Bttfilsvs rci ition FTBSOQ.'rmn 
lunsned possie -33 (0)1 45 S 14 76 


rooms, big tarn room Air condnoned. 

ss.oaymm Cal. -23 «jh 4722 2 tsa. 


ST GERaAiN des PRES "piedha-tBire' 
equeped ccher. baft, redone FF3 ZS 
net Unnvn i year +33 (Of) 4589Q611 


RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE 


tmt 


Real Estate 
for Sale 


Corsica 


Morocco 


AJACCIO, new house. (2D sqm. on 2 
faffi. 1,000 sqm. grounds, ill Tet 
+33 10)49521 5104 or f0(6 0383 0112 


Caribbean 


FLORENCE, NEAR CITY CENTER. 
Prestigious penthouse apartment. 250 
sqrrere meters (2.707 square fed) enth 
terrace Unique oty we*. Phone 0 (XP- 
02-8393452 31 73W30 pm IHan tuK. 


HARBOUR ISLAND BAHAMAS-LANO 
FOR SALE. 23 acres (12,000 sqnu. 
rawr ban Agsffi GBWUXNE AlSflW. 
Tel 1 (242) 333 2276 Contact Fiance 
TbVFsx +33 (0)1 3S 52 75 00 


CRETE-KUNAVT, by Kriossos. 2 pfcts ri 
DiiSiig area. 1 x 43 sqm. USS 9,070 + 
1 x tgi sqm aith s«8 USS 40 40} At- 


SO. agncuflurai (and 4,000 sq m. USS 


Osna’s tax +30 7552386! 


ITALY, SARDWAi SmalL nushed stone 
vSege. tor sole nr xements natty 
resort. Exceflent fmistvngs Fastinating 
sea «mn Http., TrsC.un.it/ilmafe or 
Tet +3902W1Q365B -3533731328. 


MAGNIFICENT PALACEfRIAO- ft the 
Medina <r Marrakech Neat the 
Mamouna HosaaL ideal tor an aou- 
ane hser ARiramBteiy 3.500 sqm. 
rat: USA * 1 2f 625-8066 or E-mail 
WmSfeTr.cen 


TOBAGO. CHARHNG t2+t®TTseaftartt 
oounuy inn in natuai paradise 1 1(2 
acresL USS TOO R. ftwats sab TO (43) 
223625*9.(968) 6604852 


Panama 


TRMDAD pbrflBto 40 acres. MrwaS 
rtvar. road, tilectrioty. US owner Tet 
714470ffl38 Rr Tnmim 


FOR IMMEDIATE SALE M UAHAAAM 

Bagh. New 0«fiL Spaw« sJtodxom 
house rth beauttu gww 16 JL sqm/ 
m 'rery wdusive tocatcn Wma P.Q 
Bax 5ii Rwasare. UD 2C7K U&s 


Mexico 


ACAHJLCfrUa Brass rite pool, nag- 
n*CM nert time bay SS5K Email, 
owoicontwanc net, TO 1-561-655-ClK 


PANAMA PACIFIC OCEAN. Beautiful 
toa! :sarj 150 ww (70H) Good ft)- 
vemer to; Resort.'Pnvae use. Owner 
5 ; 3Q.K5. Free maps & oocu- 
mertanc-. u Uantioti Fl USA Pft 
Fax i-3D5^3«7< 



Embassy Service 

YOUR REAL ESTATE 
.AGENT IN PARS 


FRANCE 


the 

FRENCH 

magazine 

fWHB rOB 

GIOUS 

fi|K 1 BEAL ESTATE 

DEMEURES & 


- : i-i 


v '«i 


FOR SALE, all over France: more chan 300 ( 
chateaux, residences, vineyards, houses with j 
character, estates on the French Riviera. i 


For each advertisement: 

- a minimum of one color photo. 

- a detailed description in French and English. 

You will receive the last issue by air mail by 
sending your business card and check for US$15 or 
£8 to: 


DEMEURES ET CHATEAUX 
19230 POMPADOUR - FRANCE 


USA Residential 


REAL ESTATE 
“in and around PARIS" 
MARCH 2btk 1999 


JUPITER, FL, Palatial 6 bedroom + 5 


1/2 baft Medaenanean Style Custom 
Nome, Gourmet H chert Fabulous pool 
and patio araa. Dock tor 5ff yacht 
32.1 M. Husuated Pnroerttes, Judy 
Moore (561)743-1211, Fax; (561)743- 
3031. Emat ludymotyinfifebringism 


For more details please contact- 

International Herald Tribune 

in texts 

Tel.: +33 10} l 41 43 93 85 
Fax: +33 (01 I 41 43 93 70 
E-mail: c (assiFied@lht.com 


HARBOUR WATCH-TARPON SPHNGS, 
FLORIDA Exduftye wiafraM omnunay 
on Florida's SUN COAST. Homes start 
at SaOOjOOO to $1 raftn pkis. Homesies 

bon sauna to sso.ooo. 727-94s«m 

mnrJaitaouvrirtchxcD) 


Portugal 


ALGARVE 

Corps ny owned 420 sqm rib w Sft 
dtiireng ren, set in over 2 acres 
01 piracy USS 395.000. 

Mitste «wwJrrorntosxanteunsa house! 
fr+ntiL rdd0348iOmanetepac.pt 
TdFax: 351^2443844 


LAT7W6TOWN, LONG ISLAND 30 
rias from NYC. ifctortc estate on 37+ 
acres, iljJOO sq. ft. mansion. Cottage, 
carriage bouse, bom 8 stables. Estate 
aim BeauSil tend 56500R00. Joan de- 
Key ftutortttf U Realty 513-759-1110 


USA Farms & Ranches 


Switzerland 


I LAKE GENEVA & ALPS 


1000 ACRE NY DIARY FARM NEAR 
Saratoga. 750 Heal Profitable operation. 
Generous cash floe. Substantial Main 
House, doqL and mngrous stall hues. 
State of the art egtement. Ask SUS 
3.5M negotiable. Exoumva. David A 
Kteram, ftoker. KLEMM REAL ESTATE, 
(86(9 8684)505 USA 


reautiwmed 
since 1975 


Real Estate Investments 


Aaaftve prapatisi owrtaobn new 
1 ro 5 bedroonG. from Sft aft 000. 
HEYAC SA 

52. Mootbr&bflt CFL7211 GENEVA 2 
Tel 4122-734 15 40 Fax 734 12 20 


GENEVA 

Frorfeg on tee and Richmond hotel. 
Very tonnxB 40Q sqm APARTMENT, 
4 batons. 4 baftroars. ferae Mr$ 
separse dnm room I seats 20). Undue 


ffiADOWOOD FARM 180 acna htolc 
farm house & barns apteng 850 acre 
state part near N. Salem NY located 1 
mfe from 184. 60 mfe& to NYC dcee to 
GreemAA CT and Mbrotrt NT ideal 
tar hwsa farm erase or amnion carv 
tor. H8M. E-mait owoMconcraftfc na 

Tit 561-655^100 USA. 


Real Estate Services 


epporuiy. Sale to foreigners 
TO «41 21 328 07(J) 


USA Residential 


BEAUTIFUL SARASOTA. Magnfont 
waerfnrt estate. Total privacy, total 
ksnsv- Farms atifeefs peraonaty de- 
sgnac mea on 55 tenriscattJ acresL 
Private deepwater life, manna basin, 
(torts rantaa pool and every oorroeiv- 
ate xaury. unptetB gated and wafiert 
securty jiad m'rxlK from shr^prig. a*- 
brat, educational and recraattonsf oppor- 
tixiws Sepatee 313 Quest house, staff 
quartan, mrtbuMdmga. S5 5 Million 
Complete rfornstoi 941-365-4025. re 
write- Andersen Group. 777 5a Palm 
Aw.. Sarasota, ft 34238. 


PHUKET PROPERTY 

Outaraarf (Thaflmfl 
FtsUoUaol Conmeroat Land 
Tat 86-78383210 Fax 68-76383211 
Errai tarrtonDbzLnet 
mw-cnueroiHLcoin 


Real Estate 
for Rent 


London 


&OAIE SQUARE, Luuy StetomG 
batman apartment eioo per day. 
mill 5 days TO 01373 835 951 


GENERAL 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Personals 


FUNDING PROBLEMS? 

I SOLUTIONS jl 

Contact iff 


BANCOR 


MAY THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
be adored, gbftd, brad and preserved 
throughout he vnrti, now and tarevar. 
Sacred Heat of Jesus, pray far ta Safer 
Jute, worker of miracles, pray for la 
fete, helper tf too hopeless, pray 


OF ASIA 

Bankable guarantees 
to secure funding 
for viable projects; 

VENTURE CAPITAL 
EQUITY LOANS 
REAL ESTATE 
Long term collateral 
Supported guarantees 
Fax (63-2) 870-9284 
Tel. 163-2) 694 5358 
www.bac.com.ph 


Sairtt fete, helper ol tie hopeless, pray 
tor us. AmsiSay Ms mrer r*» flroes 
a dfflf, by #» Orth day, van prayer wl 


a dty, byfte nlih day, yon prayer afl 
teansnaal I he never been known 
io Hi Piifafon musl be prarisai UK 


THANK YOU SACRED HEART o! Jesus 
and Sari Jude far prayas answrad by 
fte dWi day Angata from taty. 


Announcements 


(Cornmnwon woM o*i:y upon ftnuang) 

6rato* CamnvitUM ahum 


CHANGE OF MILUENttJM on South 
Pfe? Panoparfi wafet; 8 weeks fine 
and IS gh requred required. Warmenon. 
'34 610 07 65 25 


MONACO 


Monte-Carlo 


Monte-Carlo 




I aX *: » » ^-Vr i x’a I ; r i q .-i I a » 2 

Tel: -3?7 93 50 66 £4 
Fax: *-377 53 6C 4S 52 


London 


CENTRAL LONDON Ftrtf fimtsted. tax- 
tiy flat, 3 ram SuH enrote^ngta per- 
son £30(Vwk. Mhi W lyr. Tel: +44 (0] 
1753 8821 SSTOc +4408 1753 6871 5t 


Holland 


REHIHOOSE NTBSUnOMM. 

No 1 taftatand 

for (send) torahed txmSBsflBate. 
TO 31-206448751 Fat 31-2M465909 
Vbovai 18-21. 7083 Am Amstenten 


NEAR Tffi HAGUE. Two-bedroom 
house, - hilly fumtehed, ganten. Tet 
+3 Tj 6G 1373750 or •wwM^.ni 


Great Brftah 


SOLAR ECUPSE CORNWALi, GS, 11 
Aug. 1899. house, tentfs end, superb 
vhws, 8 persons. £5,000 far 2 weeks. 
Tet +4M17M3* 875, fat -934 875, 


Greece 


UPSOS, SMALL GREEK Drtm tabnd. 
Dodecanese. From May to October. 
Ftato. apartmerts orvlas. Urge terrac- 
es. panoramic sea vtwr. Ftff equipped, 
lop Pass. Tet +32 3238 57 IB fine +32 
3 216 36 72. 


PERUGIA, ITALY: Upper flat to prasfl- 
gfafi via wM part on eutashm ff, W 
oft from towa Rartastic vtav al over fi- 
dy. 300 sqm wttb bto btoconies. Futy 
furnished wflh toon & outlay, house 
mfe avafabto Omw firing goiid feor. 
Vary secure- Sotting tana USS 150V 
mo. TO & fax +39 075 517 83 93 


Switzerland 


GENEVA, LUXURY FURNISHED apart- 
mate. From stadtos to 4 bedrooms. TO 
+41 22 73S 8320 Fa +41 22 738 3671 


BREATHTAKBG VEW OF NEW YORK, 
20 ft. glass wat Central Pert & City, 
tifutousty tanfetod: ptonq fax, cable. 
Ideal lor butinass-oxaioanstijwtete. 
Neto Camagta Hal. Uxota Center, 
Theraera & Shops. Short a Iona term. 
TO 716548-3388, Fax: 7188844144 


A PUCE TO CALL HOME can be 
yours -to Manhattan. Apartments or 
B&ffs. Heifer or business. 

TeL 21H96-WD Fax. 21249^5020 
wwvrrapfecefooalhon&oom 


Announcements 


Hmilb^^StSribune 


SUBSCRIBER CUSTOMER SERVICE: 
ftr qunfens or qoerts about (he date 
ew d for newspaper, toe state d year 
suhsofeion or abora odemg a atossrip- 
itoaplsase caS the tofiotriu runbera: 
EUHQPE, MDDLE EAST AW AFRCA: 
TOLL ffiE - Awtrtx 0860 8120 Set 


dm Om 4 448 7827 Dam 
00000 4 448 7827 France 00800 4 448 


00000 4 448 7827 France 00800 4 443 
7827 GtynMBfQGHB 4 448 7527 Greff 
ftfaht 00600 4 448 7BZ7 QmwDOKD 
33 12 15 08 iratod 00000 4 448 7B27 
bmlfpm call} 03 5121750 bty 167 
7W040 Lrntnboursmmmm- 
(MdiOOBOO 4 448 7827 Jbrtnr OOBOD 
ri 448 7827 Ancfen 020 797039 Swft- 


ariutiOM 4487B27BsewfW9 (*33) 
1 41 439 381 -THE AMERICAS: USA 


(WWWJ f -8004822884 Ssewftete (+1) 
212 7523890 ASHU Jtow Ifrera 2922 


^^^■ASJA: Hum Kim 2822 
1171 (odooesh |fl221] 71798061 teran 
floMrae] 0120 464 m tenl^l 
0044 Ifalayafo (803) *12014 PUfa- 
Ptoaa 885 4946 Stowxn 325 OttS 
Tahna 7753456 Tumrt 277 448S 


Titov 7753456 TiOm 
Bsawhara (+852) 29221171 


f PRWCH*AUTY OF MONACO \ 


CARRE tyon i 

Selling splendid 21 0 sq.m, i 

apartment, loggias wltti view { 
over town and sea southAwest | 
exposure, air condittonned, , 
peufaa condtoon. entrance, * 
living, 3 bedrooms, new modem i 
equipped Wtctwn. numerous | 
cupboards. Cellar, 2 parkings, j 
FF 13,000,000 » 

EX Ct-USlVTTY INTEFttriED lA ‘ 
V ^nSlHt&XBiKillA a 


PRIVATE ISLAND 
Belize. Western Caribbean 
Urn acre suad coomrisiis 5 Imdsaficd 
acres and 5 acres of woodland dedtowd 
wx s WikDlfe Reserve. 

Houssng complex »Tth S bafcwsn 
sutoea. taichen. tapnilm. Staff 
quartets Marine and beach equipment 
foreran! use as a private home or an 
exefusive rwca 
For further derails nxaacr 
John Genua, Clntou Dante) Smith 
45 Berfcefey Square. Londcm WTX 5 DB 
Tel: 44 (01 171 4QS 1010 
Ru: 44 {OIP1629 3263 

_ E-mail: houses, b-sq^ciuaoos, com _ 


%r S 


ITALY 


• OLD FLORENCE • 

Rent 3rd tow, funflahed apartmert. 
ora double and 2 single bertooms, 

2 bathrooms, large taring room 
+ ktehan Ovariootong BoboR Garden. 
Rem USS 2D0Q per month. Free torrarSafey. 


Ptoue ooidact Ifea. Catexhn Rmdam 
&mal cahrinaL.anttaBoObanHJL 
Fax +39 59212552 


. i . It 




•p- 


— TUSCANY — 
Rant house in Castfra n Cttefi. 40 m 
from FtoranbB 1 20 mn. tan Stona. Chaming 1 
3 batons, 3 faahnoms. lags WdHVdhtag 
nora. 8 aaUMotae 9 DHa+palftefil 
wedtyUSS 1^00 MaityUSS 5X»a 

Ptow» contact Mrs. Catarina Rvxfazax 
; E+ nafc crt i riPajwhapObcrinUL 
Fax+99S5/Zt2S52 


NYWTth ST. PENTHOUSE Lantnart 
hiding. 200 sqJL teuaca wit spectaot 
hr view ol Times Squac. East & West 
Woritig fireplace, washerthyer, rtsh- 
washer, al uffitfos Indufed. 532DQfmo. 
Broicer-teavn massage. £126840571 


NYC 37th STJPARK AVE.- NO FEE 
S2550 par mash. 2 1/2 bedroom apM- 
nart to detox naftue Sony, «- 
catenr owkKIor. Canma USA pig 
2133285 eve or (212) 8383300 day 


NYC FURNISIED APARTMENTS. 1 
week to t year. Great Locations. Calf 
PMJChtaui 212-4498223, Fax: 212- 
448822 E44at aftomawbOaolooiti 


SAN ffiANCSCO, CA. Irene famhait 
1 bedroom flat PadteHarffiJmev 
Sara 30 1999. USS $300ftncn0i TO 
{1X415)828-1308 or mbteOstynnt 


FiV,^ 

“■‘t.k 
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Real Estate Wanted/Exchanga 


SUPERB ESTATES WANTED 

For sale / lent draaty bgr the owner 


Sfetainariei corporations i 
tarfiwdual dels are taatang abroad 


* Preferably fesrefld toeabm m tin 
French / Swiss Alps & an tie 
Medferanean coast Short ifctarx* fexn 
an ftfenttktoJ aftpnt to requked. 


* Vheyards & ottw businesses ifcal tot 
Km tey operations a bra wm 
tnvestments se aho conaleraL 


Please stmt a Short prasettten d 
your rad asteH w business. & a 
pretowary fst mrtdrn jrw tec 
damati to. Pho tos A other essatet 
deals are required. 



* Any proceerings with our dents are 
supported by assistance f rawed 
Credeottts trom aw {xriemai dent 
woirid be subnrited irai requBsl . 


Plena write to strict confidence to: 
Chdstianta Efete Servtae 
Fac +47 22 S3 07 30 
E-msfc inmlMcwfeteno 


.JS-sT ' 

■&. 

-, '7- ' 


VBmNG PROFESSOR (PARS WJ 4 
yfe seek very confettie epartoed to 
ierelncaftriPsistar6to8werts.be- 
gtnring March I & TO Paris 0142746889 


SWAP JAMAICAN COTTAGE oo saa tar 
stodo to LondofrParis-fediU Provence. 
Cal {376)9SW344 or Emet 
lymtagamriraorn 


Auto Rentals 


RENT AUTO DERGI mANCE: Wertsid 
FF500 - 7 dm FF1SM. Tet Pans . 
+33 wi 4369 5555 Fax ff}! 4353 8629 


Legal Sendees 




DIVORCE 1-DAY CERTIFIED Cal or 
fax (509} m & Highland 
Spt AvaJ5te. 6C *143^amring. CA 
32220 USA e-mait rtrorwasprynaras 




DIVORCE M 1 DAY. No travel Write 
Bat 377, Sudbuy. MA 01776 USA TO 
mmm. Pocmmeiu 
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Starts 
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S. Korea's Jobless 


Ntfrtw unemployed, mStons 
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Aha htmemoSPnm 

An an to worker passing a stopped 
prod ction line at toe Hyundai 
Mato Co. plant daring a strike last 
year i i Ulsan, sooth of Seoul The 
HyuB lai conglomerate is one oftbe 
giant : haebol targeted few major 

refor t efforts by the government 

nn and 5 with Korean activists. 
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South Korea Seeks Reform, Tentatively 

Activists and Government work to Break Grip of the Conglomerates 



By Sandra Sugawara . . 

Washington Post Service 

SEOUL — Hasnng Jang slumped back n his chair, 
exhausted. The professor of finance at Korea l liversityhad 
changed his celmlar phone number twice, bm i ill his phone 
rang relentlessly. 

His outspoken advocacy of shareholder ri hts and free 
markets hasmade him a celebrity of sorts I ire. He was 
unprepared for the onslaught nf attmtinn fion mg j> would 
take several years before a shareholders right ; movement 
gained any credibility in Smith Korea, whereWcoons are 
accnstomed to nmning their companies with in fists. 

But then came the economic crisis of late j[997,. which 
caused South Korea to ask for a $58 billion international 
bailout In return far a massive rescue package, its newly 
elected president, the former dissident KimuDae Jung, 
agreed to restructure the nation's closed and debt-ridden 
economy and embrace the free market 

A key target of economic reform is the dominance of the 
nation's large family -controlled business groups, kn o wn as 
chaebol, which ran up dangerously high levels of debt 
through their expansion into a wide variety of industries. 


Beijing Calls 
For Increase 
In Lending 

Foreign Banks Warned 
Notto Withdraw Credit 

BEIJING — Chinese banks will in- 
crease lending to private enterprises and 
other comproies outside the state sector' 
to spur economic growth, the chief of the 
central bank said Thursday. 

At die i pwne time, other top central- 
bank officials have bluntly warned for- 
eign banks against withdrawing credit 
and investment from th e coun try, saying 
they may jeopardize future opportuni- 
ties. 

The comments on lending by Dai Xi- 
anglong, governor of the People’s Bade 
of China, dovetailed with plans by the 
National People's Congress, now hold- 
ing its annual session, to amend the 
constitution to emphasize the impor- 
tance of private enteiprise in the Chinese 

economy. . . ' 

The Chinese private sector has grown 
despite difficulties getting loan s from 
Ttw» emvemment is counting 


UIC 

ridden slate factories. 

“We attach great importance to tne 
development of the n onstate s ector,” 

Mr Dai said at a news conference. 

The central bank would encourage 
state-owned banks to lend u> smaH 
private businesses by allowing, them to 

abet 

how much lending to the nonstate sector 
“ increase. Soch loans acconnted 


The top five chaebol — Hyundai, Samsung, Daewoo, LG 
Group and SK Group — account for more than one- third of 
the country's gross economic output, giving them enormous 
power. The collapse of any one of those groups could be 
devastating to the economy. 

Mr. Kim’s new go v ern m ent enacted a series of laws to 
strengthen minority shareholder rights and remove barriers 
to hostile takeovers and foreign investments. He also 
launched a campaign to convince the nation that the chae- 
bol, not foreign investors, were to blame for South Korea’s 
troubles. 

“Before, people were afraid to take action against the 
chaebol,” said John Lee, a Korean-born American and 
senior vice president of Scndder Kemp er Investments liic.. 
based in New York. “They are so powerful, they are 
everywhere. People are still afraid, but at least the gov- 
ernment is on their side.” Scndder Kemper manages the 
Korea Fund, one of the largest and oldest mutual foods to 
invest solely in Korea, and has worked with Mr. Jang on 
shareholder rights issues. 

“A year ago, I was cynical quite pessimistic” about the 
See CHAEBOL, Page 14 
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f Stephen Shwer/AywFi 

Dai Xi^ngkmg taking questions after he announced the easing of credit. 


for 42 percent of the $1.05 trillion issued 
by gH financ ial institutions in 1998, an 
increase of 3 percent from the previous 
year. ■; 

The nonstate part of China's economy 
is a broad mix of private businesses, 
collectives and foreign-invested ven- 
tures. . 

The official Liberation Daily on 
Thursday quoted the director of die 
People’s Bank of China’s powerful 
Shanghai regional branch, Wn Xiaoling, 
as saying it was “to be expected” that 
China, would encounter difficulty and 


“From 1995 to now is the peak period 
for issuing Chinese financial laWs,” she 
was quoted as saying. “Lean be said that 
the most disordered period in China’s 
financial industry has already passed." 

“What follows is really die greatest 
development period,” she told the 
founding meeting of an industry asso- 
ciation including both foreign andlocal 
bankers. 

She warned foreign banks that if they 
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Retail-Sales Data Propel U.S. Stocks 

Dow Sets a Record, Closing Just Short of 9, 900 on Show of Prosperity 


Compile by Ovr Sag Fan Dapaf ha 

NEW YORK — Stocks rose to a 
dosing record Thursday, with a broad 
range of blue-chip stocks posting gams 
on signs that the U.S. economy was 
continuing to expand. 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
rose 124.60 points to close at a record 
9,897.44. The 30-stock index rose to 
within 65 points of 10,000 earlier in the 
day. 

The gains were fueled by the news 
that retail inrraawd strongly in 
February as Americans opened then- 
wallets and parses to purchase every- 
thing from cars to furniture. 

The sales — which represent about a 
third of the economic output of the 
United States — jumped 0.9 percent last 
month to a seasonally adjusted S236J 
billion, die CranTnw ft ft Department 

The monthly gain, the seventh in a 
row, came on top of robust rises of 1 
percent in January and 1.1 percent in 


December. Both the January and 
December figures were revised upward 
from previous estimates, January's sub- 
stantially, from 0.2 percent. 

Several factors are combining to drive 
spending higher, including unemploy- 
ment near a 29-year low, low interest 
rates, record stock prices as measured by 
the Dow Janes average of industrial 
stocks and a substantial increase in federal 
tax refunds, compared with last year. 

Auto sales were particularly strong, 
rising 1.8 percent in February. Sales of 
other goods rose a healthy 0.6 percent 

Separately, -the Commerce Depart- 
ment reported that the deficit in Amer- 
ica’s broadest measure of foreign trade, 
the c ur r en t account, soared by 50.4 per- 
cent last year to a record S233.4 billion 
as the global financial crisis continued to 
batter American farmers and manufac- 
turers. 

Cy nthia I jiw 1 an economist at Stan- 
dard & Poor's DRI, said she expected 


Euro Soars as Traders 
Cheer Shake-Up in Bonn 


OmpOtdbtOw’SmeFiamDtspadm 

NEW YORK — The euro rose against 
the dollar Thursday after the surpri se 
resignation of Finance Minister Oskar 
Lafontaine of Germany, fanning expec- 
tations that his departure would ease 
political pressure on die European Cen- 
tral Bank to lower interest rates. 

“Tliis is great news for the euro 
simply because l afonminn ha* been the 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

main advocate for the weak-euro 
policy,” said Stewart Newnham, a cur- 
rency strategist at Cnm m er ^hanlf AG. 
IBs departure “opens the way for a rate 
cut,” he said. 

In 4 PM. trading, the euro was at 
$1.1032, up from a low of $1.0798 earli- 
er and a close of $1.0945 on Wednes- 
day. 

The return investors would earn on 
euio-denominaled assets rises with die 
t hre at of a rate cat removed, which in 
turn helps the new single European cur- 
rency, said Jeffrey Woodruff, a c ur re n cy 
analyst at BankBoston in London. Cen- 


tral bankers hart sa i d Mr. Lafontaine' s 
repeated calls for a cut in the ECB’s 
beochmaxk 3 percent interest rate un- 
dermined the bank's independence. 

Bob Lynch, a currency strategist at 
Paribas Corp., said: “You get rid of 
somebody that isn't considered a free- 
m»rira* thin lew , and that’s good for the 
euro. Traders didn’t like the socialist 
side of his policies, which emphasized 
government involvement in markets.” 

But some traders said the currency’s 
rebound may prove short-Hved, as un- 
certainty was likely to persist over the 
direction of G erman public policy until 
Germany, Europe's biggest economy, ap- 
pointed a successor to Mr. Lafontaine. 

The single currency is down 5.6 per- 
cent since its inception Jan. 1, driven by 
expectations of slowing growth in the 
euro region. Lower interests rates are 
seen as helping stimulate economic 
growth in Europe. 

Earlier Thursday in Brussels, Guy 
Quaden, a member of die European Cen- 
tral Bank council, suggested that there 

See DOLLAR, Page 14 


the 1999 current account deficit to hit 
$286 billion, reflecting continued global 
economic troubles. 

“We have a global economic slow- 
down with recessions in one-third of the 
globe and slowing growth in Europe. 
That means weak demand,” she said 

While die 1987 deficit was equal to 
3.7 percent of the total economy, the 
1998 imbalance was only 2.7 percent of 
a bigger U.S. economy. But if this year's 
deficit does climb to around $290 bil- 
lion, that would make it equal to 3.3 
percent of the gross domestic product. 

Normally, bulging trade deficits 
would be a major political problem. But 
the imbalances this time are occurring as 
domestic growth remains strong, push- 
ing unemployment to the lowest levels in 
three decades. 

In a reflection of the healthy job mar- 
ket, the Labor Department said TTmrs- 

See STOCKS, Page 14 


Alcatel to Cut 
12,000 Jobs, 
Mostly in U.S. 

Cc^Btdi by QwSxff From Dispatches 

PARIS — Alcatel SA. the French 
telecommunications -equipment 
maker, said Thursday it planned to 
cut 12.000 jobs over the next two 
years, mainly in the United States. 

Most of the job cuts, which 
amount to 10 percent of the work 
force, will come from restructuring 
U.S. operations, said Alcatel’s 
chairman. Serge Tchuruk. 




been planned, 700 will come at DS 
Communications Crap., a newly ac- 
quired U.S. unit, and other cots will 
come from contracting out computer 
support and other tasks, he said. 

Even with the cuts, Alcatel will 
not meet an operating profit target 
of 8 percent of revenue this year, 
Mr. Tchuruk said. 

The chairman also said the com- 
pany was negotiating with the 
French government to sell its 44 
percent stake in Framatome, a state- 

See ALCATEL, Page 15 
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‘‘casually adjust or shrink their business 
in China ” and then apply a gain to do 
business there, “at the arrival of Obdna’s 
great development period, these foreign 
banks could lose their opportunity.’’ 

Mr. Dai also told reporters China 
planned to keep its currency, the yuan, 
stable tins year and to allow more for- 
eign banks to do bnsiness in China. 

In repeating assurances that the yuan 
would not be devalued, Mr. Dai said 
China expected to maintain a favorable 
balance of payments and steady exports 
tins year. Contrary to some recent re- 




Mr. Dai also said China would m a k e 
“very large concessions” in its bid to 
enter the World Trade Organization, al- 
though he gave few details. 

China -wants to be admitted to the 
WTO as a developing nation so that it 
can make fewer trade concessions. The 
United Slates and other countries insist 
China should do more to open its mar- 
kets before it is eligible to join. 

(AP. AFP, Bridge News) 


...in tune with our clients. 
Enjoy our performance. 


EFG 


© 


^Private OfyanA 


GENEVA ZURICH LAUSANNE LONDON ATHENS LUXEMBOURG MONACO 
GUERNSEY jERSEY MIAMI SAO PAULO BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS BERMUDA 


EFG PRIVATE BANK LIMITED IS REGULATED BY IMRO IN THE UK 




J30 i! < G V M V> < 3 ■•’TIQ'O'O ■ XT Mao.Cs 


fcAl— ' ’- - S~f m t'Oj 


PAGE 14 


EVTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, FRIDAS; MARCH 12, 1999 


THE AMERICAS 


I Investor’s America i 


% 


The Dow 


oG-Year T-Bond Yield 


9500 


7500 



y\w/ 


Euro in Dcffars 












1 






[ Doflsr in Yen 







Source: Bloomberg, Reuters 


International llcraU Tribune 


Very briefly: 


in Santa Ana, California, will cut 1,400 jobs, or 12 percent of its 
work fence, and warned of disappointing first-quarter earnings 
because of price-cutting and slower safes abroad. Ingram shares 
rose $ 1.125 to close at $19.75. 

• UBS AG of Zorich is baying Bank of America's in- 
ternational private banking activities in Europe and Asia in a 
deal that would add more than $6 billion to its assets. 
•Ogden Corp, will split into two publicly traded businesses, 
one for its energy operations and the other for entertainment 
and aviation. 

• Land’s End Inc.’s foorth-qharter earnings fell 2 1 percent as 
higher costs and mariedowns op excess inventory offset an 
increase in sales for the catalog tetailex^/toixcrs. Bloomberg, afp 


Icahn Opposes RJR’s New Plan 

International Herald Tribune 

NEW YORK — Carl Icahn, the investor and sometime 
corporate raider, said Thursday that he was launching a proxy 
battle to wrest control of RJR Nabisco Holdings Cap. because 
he opposed the method the company had chosen to break itself 
into separate food and tobacco operations. 

Mr. Icahn said RJR Nabisco should retain its U.S. tobacco 
company and give its 803 percent stake in Nabisco Holdings 
Corp. to its shareholders. Mr. Icahn is RJR Nabisco 7 s biggest 
known stockholder, with a 7.7 percent stake. 

RJR Nabisco announced Tuesday that it would spin off the 
U.S. tobacco operations into a new company, RJ. Reynolds 
Tobacco Co., leaving its 803 percent stake in Nabisco Hold- 
ings Cop. as RJR Nabisco ’s sole asset 

Mr. Icahn 's announcement said. “I believe that the mar- 
ketplace would place a proper valuation on Nabisco as a free- 
standing company, separating it completely from RJR.” 

RJR’s shares closed unchanged at $30. 
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Bank Chief to Attack Brazil’s Debt 


By Larry Rohter 

flew lark Times Service 


BRASILIA — The new president of 
the central bank has promised a “front- 
al attack” on the swelling public debt, 
brought on by the nation’s financial 
crisis. 

Meeting hare with a group of foreign 
reporters Wednesday, the central 
banker, Arminio Fraga, said the worst 
of the “recent turbulence” bad passed, 
and he pointed to a firming of exchange 
rates and other encouraging signs in 
recent days. He predicted that Brazil 
would return to the capital markets in a 
matter of weeks. 

Mr. Fraga spoke hours before he and 
other top Brazilian officials embarked 
on a trip to New York and other fi- 
nancial c ap it a ls to explain Brazil’s 
latest round of austerity measures and 
seek a reopening of credit lines. 


A previous road show, led by Fi- 
nance Minister Pedro Malan after 
Brazil signed a $41.5 billion rescue 
package with the International Mon- 
etary Fund in November, was not suc- 
cessful. 

Investors and lenders remained edgy 
then, convinced that the Brazilian cur- 
rency, the real, remained overvalued, 
and in .mid-January the government 
abandoned a fixed exchange rate 
against the dollar. That allowed the- 
value of the real to drop nearly 40 
percent. 

Because of that sharp decline, public 
debt, much of which is calculated in 


knowledged. 

A revised agreement with the IMF, 
announced Monday, requires that to 
drop to 44.3 percent by 2002. 

Mr. Fraga said a combination of 


increased revenue fro m the privatiza- 
tion of state companies and declining 
interest rates should enable Brazil to 
fulfill those obligations. 

* ‘Our financial system is healthy and 
well financed,” he said. “That will, 
with the passage of time, produce 
lower interest rates.” 

The revised agreement with the IMF 
foresees an inflation rate of nearly 17 
percent for 1999. It also projects that 
the B razilian economy will contract as 
much as ^percent this year. But Mr. 
Fraga, a former aide to the financier 
George Soros, shrugged off that fore- 
cast as unduly pessimistic. 

He said Brazil should be able to meet 
an increase in the budget-surplus target 
figure contained in the revised IMF 
agreement, foe equivalent of 3.1 per- 
cent of foe gross domestic protract, 
without having to make additi onal 
spending cuts. 


JAPAN: Hopes for a Recovery 

Continued fron Page 1 


STOCKS: Prices Touch New Highs on Continued U.S. Expansion SSsS 
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Continued from Page 13 

day that first-tune claims for unemploy- 
ment checks remained under 300,000 for 
the sixth consecutive week for the first 
time since 1974. Claims edged up by 
1,000 last week to a seasonally adjusted 
289,000. (AP.Bloomberg) 

■ A Broad-Based Advance 

Broader market indexes rose as in- 
vestors reacted enthusiastically to the 
idea of a 10,000-point Dow, Bloomberg 
News reported from New York. 

At the lunch hour, a line of account 
holders depositing money and people 
waiting to open accounts filled me ves- 
tibule at the Charles Schwab Corp. 
branch at 57th Street and Park Avenue in 

ui^ STOCKS 

New York. As a broker helped one wom- 
an open an on-line trading account, three 
customers craned their necks to look at a 
market data te rminal. 

Professional traders also were encour- 
aged by the market’s rally. In composite 
trading, 222 stocks roadbed 52-week 
highs, while 205 fell to lows. 

It was the first time in at least a month 
that new highs had outnumbered lows. 
On the New York Stock Exchange, ad- 
vancers outnumbered dec liners by a 16- 
to-13 ratio. 

* ‘People are happy to see a wide range 
of companies being in the leadership 
role," said Bob Basel at Salomon Smith 
Barney. “This has been long overdue.” 

The Standard & Poor's 500-stock in- 
dex rose 10.84 points to 1,297.68, after 
topping 1,300 for the first time earlier. 
The Nasdaq was up 6.25 points at 


2,412.25, having whittled away a 31- 
point advance. 

Coca Cola rose 3 Vi to 66%, contrib- 
uting the most to the Dow's gains. An 
analyst at Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette 
Securities raised his rating on the bever- 
age company to “buy” from “market 
perform,” citing foe company's “un- 
rivaled” global reach. 

Oil stocks, including Chevron and Ex- 
xon, gained for a second day as rep- 


resentatives from some of world’s top 
producers gathered in Amsterdam in 
hopes of reviving attempts to cut output 
core foe Organization of Petroleum 
Countries meets March 23. 
fell after the retail sales report 
gave traders scant hope that interest rates 
would come down. The benchmark 30- 
year Treasury bond was at 95 12/32, 
down 4/32, pushing the yield up to 5S7 
percent from 5.5,5 percent. 


DOLLAR: Euro Soars as Lafontaine Quits 
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was room for lower rates in the euro 
region. 

“I’m not saying that we can rule out 
that European interest rates could still 
fall a bit,” Mr. Quaden, the Belgian 
central bank governor, told L'Echo. 

The euro fell sharply earlier after the 
billionaire financier George Soros said 
foe new currency was destined to be 
weak because of flaws in the structure of 
European monetary union. 

Mr. Soros said that as long as the 
nations using foe euro had different sys- 
tems for taxation and spending, the euro 
would not function smoothly. The 
Guardian newspaper reported. Mr. Sor- 
os declined to say how far he thought foe 
euro might fall 

Mr. Soros, a highly influential and suc- 
cessful speculator, had reserved judgment 

on the euro since its launch. Before then, 
however, he predicted that jc would rival 
the dollar as a global reserve currency. 

At the core of. foe euro’s difficulties, 
Mr. Soros said, were “foe internal ten- 


sions inherent in a common currency 
without a common fiscal policy.” 

Mr. Soros said that before the euro's 
launch, European monetary policy was 
“dictated” by Germany. “But under the 
euro,” he said, “that is no longer true, as 
each country is represented. That is ac- 
tually a disparity. 

The Guardian said Mr. Soros had told 
it that the euro’s problems were partly 
political, such as foe splits in Gexmauy 
among the government, the Bundesbank 
and the European Central Bank based in 
Frankfort and the fact that other Euro- 
pean nations now had a greater say in 
European monetary and tax affairs. 

The dollar also traded at 119 J45 yen, 
down from 119.750 yen, despite spec- 
ulation that Japan would move to unfit 
gains in foe yen because a stronger cur- 
rency would make recovery from re- 
cession more, difficult. 

The dollar was also at 1.4536 Swiss 
francs, down from 1.4595 francs. 

The pound was at $1.6364, up from 

$1.6265. 

(Bloomberg, AFP, Market News) 


finally bottomediot. “I foisk 
the worst time Jas passed,” 
said Taichi Sakiya, minister 
of state at the Eonomic Plan- 
ning Agency. least, there 
will be no fustier deterior- 
ation.” .. 

What is diffeent this time, 
though, is Iha, foe govern- 
ment is battiinf foe recession 
on many franc Bis borrow- 
ing more heaviy to finance its 
spending, and iis cleaning up 
foe banking system to alle- 
viate the crodr shortage. 

The next sgn of Japan’s 
come Friday, with 
« of a report on foe 
:s domestc product for 
_ last quart? of 1998. 

Some good news, at least, 
has been w&diag its way 
from the tremhes. Orders for 
new. homes are up. Some 
companies ms refocusing 
their bosmesss, while others 
are selling eff products that 
bad been pilng up in ware- 
houses. Barks, which had 
slashed lending under 
the burden oJ hundreds of bil- 
lions of doibrs in bad debts, 
are beginning to .ease up on 
credit. Smaflcompany stocks 
are aggressively rebounding. 

Even Mr. Sakaiya, 
however, hi moderated his 
view from hie last year, when 
he said he iaw a “quicken- 
ing” in the tconamy. 

“We ha vi to Save growth 
this year,” a id Mr. Sakaiya. 
“Otberwise-'in foe scheme of 
history Japax will be heading 
into a dark age if negative 
growth con times.” 

The bigger stimulant has 
come from he government. 


trillion economy 
The Bank of Ji 
don’s central 


. the na- 
also has 


which has been pumping tax- fewer nicks left in its bag of 
payers’ monzy into foe con- policy tools, and bank officials 


struction of rams and bridges 
and setting in leading pro- 
grams throughout the coun- 
try. In a graft! giveaway, the 
government is also passing 
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1218 1191 12JS +5 3X1W 

1242 1715 1240 +5 U400 

1262 1238 1253 +X 7.9g 

1299 1279 1299 +4 

1334 1314 1334 +4 &23S 

Eft sakaUST Weds salts &150 
WfcdS spm H 70494 off a 


Spot 492X00 X93&O0 
nranrd 4*95X0 SMOOO 
lb 

-fate 5315X0 5325X0 
firaa n! S23JJJ0 5QSX0 

1039X0 104000 

Wgb Low 


Spar \ low. 

Famurt 
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4945X0 

5D15X0 


5400X0 
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1032X0 

N43X0 
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5400X0 

£3)5X0 


1003X0 
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High Law Latest Cbge OpM 

UBOR 1-MONTH (CMER) 

S3 inflKu+ pit of lflOpcL 

Mar 99 95X6 95X5 95X6 Unch. 4930 

Apr 99 RUM 95X4 95X4 Urtcb. &3P9 

May 99 95X3 9SAQ 95X2 UDch. 4771 

Eft Mbs 4238 Weds sates 3^11 

Vfcds open M 2QXB& up 402 

EURODOLLARS CMER) 
SlieMoa-idsolloapcL 
Mar 99 95X0 95X0 *5X0 UndL 384378 

Apr 99 9498 9497 9497 UndL 1X100 

Moy99 9495 9495 949S UndL 

Jor 99 
Jd 99 
A M 99 
Sep 97 
OK 99 
Mar 00 
Jim DO 
Sep 08 
Dec 00 

Eft sates 487,413 Wads M6asmS7D 
Wads open W 1134m off 29,112 

BRITISH POUND (CMEID 

52X00 pound); S par pound 

Mar 99 1X440 1X232 1X354+0X0*5 31X22 

JunW 1X420 1X210 1X348+0X095 44305 

Sap 99 1X380 1X990 1X354 +X116 244 

Eft rates 20384 W6ds sofas 20X05 

Yfcd* open M7&20L OR 7X01 

CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER! 

mooo dotal, s per C*. ter 

Mar 9* XS85 X555 XS604U0W 3LB5 

Am 99 X585 X545 X559 -0X009 37X12 

Sap 99 X573 -6559 X5S9 4L9010 1.945 

Eft utoa.10510 Wads solas 1U« 

Weds open W 72J«4 up 758 

GERMAN MARK (CMEJD 

12&000 maiki, s per mark 

MOT99 X55D -5526 -5641+41X040 4X916 

Junto .5686 -55C 5668+0.0041 34X45 

5ep to 5586 -56VS+0XM] 211 

Eft rates 30819 Weds sales 1M42 

Weds op» W 75257. up « 

JAPANESE YEN (CMEKJ 

125 inaten itn. S par 1 W yen 

Mar 99 Jt05 J278 X385+(U)aH 54773 

Ate 99 XS40 AMO -805+0X039 68X57 

Sep 99 XS91+XX040 ISM 

Eft rales 31X29 Wads sates 5&S19 

Weds opai W 12&4U up 798 

SWISS BUINC (CMEID 

1 K 000 fames. S par Iroac 

Met 9? MOO SHU -6879+0X023 28348 

Junto -7000 X832 XMJ+OJM04 49J78 

5ap99 JQ50 6948 3006+0X014 258 

Eft solas 24S57 Nads rates 24X10 

WnrsopM Itt 77X98 Up 712 

MEXICAN PESO COMER} 

*Srto P J^5 1024S+ X0040 8030 

Junto -09725 X9730 -09760+ 80(07 1«J1 

5apto -09940 .09270 X9310+JD055 UK 

Eft site 4424 Wads rates 1936 
weds open Inf 34374 off 735 

AAIONTH STERLING OJFFE) 


High Um Luted Cb(te OpM 

hiduatrials 

GOTTON 2 CNCIII} 

SUMS tote cates per ft 
May 99 53X5 <1X5 5U0 +1.13 34X55 
Jul to iZSS 5075 51X1 +1.13 18251 

OdW 61X0 <0X0 MH5 +0X2 1.793 

DBCto 50$S SfJS 50X1 +039 14722 

MarOO 61X2 +034 2X19 

Eft (teas KX. MMs sates V75 
PtedS apaa M 58458, Off 99 

HEATING OIL tHMEfa 



3890 373S 37X9 -077 34332 

38X0 37X0 37X0 -0X8 £2.131 

Junto 3890 37JB 37X5 -1X3 19,152 

Jul 99 39X0 MX 3835 -1X8 14371 

Ail# 99 39X0 385» 3895 -1X8 11X17 

Sap to 4050 39X0 39JO -1M 7X3$ 

OdW 4170 4U0 4845 -1X8 &S99' 

Eft rates NX. MMS sates 76X87 
Weds apan hd 168728 op 1SMH 

UGHT SWEET CRUDE (MMER) 

1X00 bUrdattn per bbL 
Apr V9 14X0 1427 14X1 -838 106712 

May to 1475 1425 1428 4L» 11W33 

Junto 1458 1417 1422 -041 72.125 

Jut 99 1455 1414 1429 -CM 3L9SS 

Aug 99 1454 1417 1419 -045 2L649 

Sap to 1457 1417 UN -CM LS14Z 

Eft rates NA Wads sates 238515 
Wtedt apan fad 5B8521, up 1TX98 

NATURAL GAS (NMERt 
10X00 am Wu* S per ns btu 

L93S 1X10 1X15 -8126 54841 

1X47 1X45 1X4S -0.119 254*9 

1.950 1X70 1X75 -0.104 20049 

1X80 1X90 1X00 -0X94 14774 

Aagto 1X90 1X05 1XT0 -0X96 14599 

Sep to 2X10 1X30 1X35 -0083 14019 

Eft sates HA. Wtods rate 82794 
WtdS open H 2H2.15I. Off 543 
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May? 
Jul 99 
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Dec to 
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CORFEBCfNOB 

37X00 8n> cents per b. _ 

Mar 59 10430 JRK 10560 +I.W 5J1 

May 99 107JB 10230 10435 *820 22X22 
Julto 10800 107X0 107X0 +400 7,905 

Sapto 10938 10830 W940 *OX 4M5 
Dec to 11875 HftOO 11075 *CJ& 23W 
Eft sates 4214 Weds sates W 75 
Weds open W38W2«p 584 

SOGARWDRLD 11 OKSS 
112X00 fee.. Cteds perm. ... 

Mwto 4)4 587 3X1 -813 69738 

JUIW 5X3 UB 370 -812 ttCT 

Ddto 42* 603 404 8flA »«7 

MarOO 479 462 453 -0X5 18799 

Eft rales 22308 Mate Mies 28154 
Weds open Irt 168154 off 475 


Financial 

OST BILLS (CMER) 

si adBfaa- ids of 108 pel 

Mar 99 98S5 95X1 9551 -001 1,437 

Junto 9850 tMLffl 9559 -0X1 2129 

Eft Mdes 175 Weds soles 386 

WadsepeaM3754upi03 

SYR TREASURY (CB0T1 

Siocuwa Mb- pts4 640* oIWO pci 

Mar to 110-38 110-17 11864 +01 43.M0 

Junto 111-25 11VS9 111-20 +01 2M.«H 

Sfap to 111-04 +0| 5U 

Eft sofas 5M00 Weds stees 57X10 

Wens open fad 259,157, tef 7X90 

10 YR TREASURY ICBOrt 
craaooaprin- pes&saidsarioo pci 
Marto 115-07 114-26 11801 +01 54910 

junto TUBS 114,20 11428 ooch. 436SQ 

Septo 114.15 11448 114-11 *01 5,964 

Eft stees 128571 WWs sales 1S0X22 
VM8 open fed 508434 off 7.924 

OS TREASURY BONOS (CBOTJ 
CB pcMWaXWVpte &32ods te 100 PCD 
Morto 121-29 12D-29 121-14 +01 74573 

Junto 121-M 12M2 12M0 +01S7UJR 

Septo 120-17 119-30 120-16 +01 1&1M 

Dec 99 (20410 + 01 8Xh 

Eft rales 380000 Weds salts 334035 
Wtds opra fed <6402, oK 9,15* 

LONG GILT QJFFQ 

08000 -oh &3Msan00p(l 

Marto 1UX0 11564 115X5 +037 7,131 
Junto 115X1 114X0 11454 +835 75595 
Eft rates 31,193. Ptev.stew 38533 
Pm- open fad; 82X23 00 917 

10-YEARPREHCH COV. BORDS.tBUTin 

omul oaooo - pi« omoo pa 

Morto llfljo 10*50 11828 + 0X1 SOMT 
Junto *456 9418 9455 +0X7 38197 
Eft rates; 84344 
Open fad; 98412 ok 11 16 


94540 94545 +0X05 157,941 
94790 94X20 +4US5 18L2S7 

94830 94X70 +4UM5 1B43W 

Dec 99 94560 94610 94660 +0X55 1443S2 
Mr 00 94X00 94730 94780 +0X40 134831 
Jin 011 94740 94570 94720 +4UM0 1IL9B5 
SepOO 94540 94580 94620 +0X40 74959 


Eft 


Pro*, open fad: LI756U ofl 4211 

3-MONTH EUWBORtUFFE) 
ne l patea - ek ft H»«J 
Mteto 96.950 94925 949« +0X15 134496 
Junto 97X75 97X55 97X70 +0X10 162X26 
Sep 9* 97.120 97X75 97.1 OS +0X20 127^02 
Sc » 94X00 94845 96X75 +0X25 ftWTC 
MO-00 97X25 94970 97X20 +0X30 79-050 
JmOO 94940 94A85 95X35 +0X35 45339 
Sapto 94840 94790 94840 +0035 54863 
Eft rates; 138305 tow-ratee: 1J81N 
pne-aptobitJ 807X12 to 4796 

3-MONTH EUMBOR (MAT1F) 

sue I ntoon - Ms te lOQpd 

Morto 94®5 *493 96X5 + 802 34434 

Junto 97 J* 97X5 97X7 +0X1 32513 

Septo 97.11 97X8 97.10 + 0X2 22,155 

DrcW 9487 9484 9487 + 003 U742 

Eft eatesi 18409 

Open W- 125X47 up 2X83 

J-MONTH EURO UBOR OlFFE) 
coni inOfcn-pbOMWprl 
McrW 95.935 95X35 95X45 +00151 14B21 
Junto 97070 97X60 97070 +0X10 106.735 
Septo 97.100 97X85 97.105 +0X20 92 107 
Seto *4855 94055 94875 +0015 BUTS 
WOD 949*5 *4995 97X20 +0X30 8U13 
Junto N-T. N.T. *4X35 +0X33 63.704 
Sgp 00 N.T. N.T. 95X40 +0X35 «292 
Dacto N.T. K.T. 94670 +OX4S 14254 
Mtefll N.T- NT. 94615 +0X4S 1*043 
Eft raM: 597 PR*, solas: 2X52 
ftftspenta: 647X88 off 943 

3-movth sums fratk ojffej 
SP lnnon-MBOflOOpd 
Morto *8590 98430 9800+0X20 SOIUO 
Junto 98400 98S» 98J» +0X10 72^78 
Sapto 984*0 98450 98460 UndL 42J8S 
OK?* 98220 98180 98190 Unch. 1S072 
Eft stees: S554 Plfy. rates: 32639 
Pnw. open fake 19835J off 2X93 


UNLEADED GASOLINE {NME70 
42X00 got rates par m 
Apr 99 44X« 435S 44X0 -0X0 

Moyto +5-55 44X5 45X9 4LM 

JOlto 46X5 45X5 45X6 -849 

Jill 99 4420 4550 <581 -851 

Aug 99 .4430 4S40 4581. ALM 

Sep 99 4439 4550 4555 -859 

Qdto 4480 4445 4446 -884 

Nor W 44.11 -864 

Eft rates HA Weds totes 34848 
Wads open fad 10U54. up 10US3 


GASOIL (I PE) 

IL8 Mm par adk ten - lob te 100 teas 
Morto 121X0 11400 Em. Era. 7X55 

Apl 99 1)523 11100 1185 +5J5 35350 

May to 11425 11150 11850 +525 28820 

Junto 115X0 11150 11175 +475 14451 

Eft sates; 41, HX. Pnv. sedes : 47,730 
f¥ev. open ML: 13815* up 2X40 

BRENT OtLOPB 

U5. dotens per baaft - lab arum urates 
rW 1170 T11S 1818-028 3 1394 

1 9* 1874 1823 1826-034 689W 

Junto I2JH 7835 1250 —846 44X36 

July 99 18*5 1853 17-0—051 18481 

Aagto 1890 1870 1248— 85S 7,955 

EsLaatec 118595. Pm. Rdat; 107X92 
Pm. open U*j 254636 Dp 31097 

Stock Indexes 
SPCOJHP INDEX (CMER3 
TSOxfaMtes 

Marto I3W-O0128S8O12P15O +450 318X53 
JU099 13205012*8X0 MO&SO +7.10 168315 
Septo 132SUR0T3145O13K5O +450 4X85 

Eft sates HA. Vtedu atees 188398 
WKf* apart W-044H off 307 


tiie government was 
lg, Mr. Lee said. “Bat 
now rfa quite impressed.” 

, the reforms pushed 
by fod government have sta- 
bilized foe currency , poshed 
interest rales down and at- 
tracted foreign investment 
money at record rales. The 
trade ai count registered a sur- 
plus of $39.9 billion in 1998, 
its first! surplus in years. The 
govern tietit, foe .International 
Monetary Fund and -many 
economists are pre- 
a growth rate of at 
it this year. 
Korea's biggest im~ 
profcblems are its 1.76 
unemployed and the 
global economy, 
which 4s hurting exports, its 
main, g owfoengine. 

A Wnger-lean problem is 
foe chwbqL Government 
rules require them to slash 
their dbbts this year in an ef- 
fort toi force than to sell off 
inefficient operations and fo- 
cus on their profitable ones. 
Many investors, however, 
suspect feat chaebol may use 
accounting tricks t p avoid 
radical restructuring. Frus- 
trated withchaebol foot-drag- 
ging, foe government deman- 
ded that chaebol swap 
companies, an effort to force 
industry consolidation known 
as foe “big deals.” 

The big deals have drawn 
substantial] criticism, espe- 
cially after the government 
threatened to cat off ha n k 
credit to LG Group unless it 
agreed to sell its semiconduct- 
or subsidiary to Hyundai. 

Some foreign investors say 

shake thing s un *ai^tbef , fos_ 
szlized chaebol. “It looks 
ugly. But I think in the be- 
ginning foe government has to 
be involved,” said Mr. Lee. 
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out nearly $6 billion in shop- 
piqg coupons, and there are 
some signs that foe coupons 
are encouraging consumers to 
spendmore. * 
pmrrin Ibkahasta, for one. 
is beaming heartily under his 
hard hat- Mr. Takahashiiuns a 
small ojnstroction company in 
Nakanojcimachi, and he now 
has several new government 
contracts. Those contracts, in 
nm, have enabled him to bor- 
row $400,000 from foe bank. 

Some private economists 
in Tokyo sound a bit more 
positive than they did a few 
months ago, but then again 
they could scarcely have be- 
come more negative. Many 
describe the huge govern- 
ment .stimulus package as 
having stabilized the econo- 
my rather than revived it 
Prices are still falling, sig- 
naling deflation. Corporate 
profits for this fiscal year, 
which ends March 31, are ex- 
pected to be dismal — down 
nearly 25 percent on average 
from the previous year. Just 
last week, foe index of lead- 
ing economic indicators 
turned down, ■ after two 
months of pointing upward. 

Japanese politicians and 
economists agree that this 
year will be critical for the 
economy, mainly because the 
leadership is running out of 
options. Hie government is 
spending so much on foe 
s timul us that its budget def- 
icit is running near 10 percent 
of total economic output and 
the national debt burden will 
soon exceed foe size of the $4 
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privately acknowledge that 
monetary policy wiflrhave lim- 
ited influence in the near fu- 
ture. Short-term interest rates 
already are effectively zero. 
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If there is a czar of foe 
South Korean reform effort, it 
is Lee Hun Jai, the chairman 
of foe Financial Supervisory 
Commission. 

■ Under Mr. Lee, die gov- 
ernment seized a number of 
insolvent banks, closed five 
and then pumped massive 
amounts of money info foe 
system. Hie result Is that foe 
banking system has stabilized 
after teetering near collapse. 

More significantly, foe 
government has agreed to sell 
SeoulBank. to HSBC Hold- 
ings PLC, based in London, 
and Korea First Bank to a 
U.S. investment group led by 
Newbridge Capital lid. 

The sales also are an at- 
tempt to sever the historic 
links between banks and foe 
government 

The same reasoning led foe 
government to hire foreign 
fund managers to run a new 
Korea Development Bank 
program for small and me- 
dium- sized companies. 

All of these efforts were an 
attempt to ensure that capital 
would be allocated to compa- 
nies based on profits and risk, 
not connections. 

The pressure for reform is. 
intensifying as foreign in- 
vestors and South Korean ac- 
tivists join forces. 

John Lee first read about 
Mir. Jang in a South Korean 
newspaper more than a year 
ago. He introduced Mr. Jang to 
other foreign fund managers, 
including managers of Julian 
Robeatson’s Tiger Manage- 
ment Crap., a private invest- 
ment fond. Last year. Tiger 
and Scodder 
Mr. Jang persuade SK 
Telecom Co., a major cellular 
pbone service provider, to. ap- 
point an outside director. Un- 
der the agreement, the dimmer 
must approve certain types of 
financial transactions. 
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Investors 


Bant Shares So 



on BNP’s Success 


ar After Bid for Societe Generate and Paribas 



T>*T>ro Bhombfr S^ 

Parik^I"’ S ?i ete derate SA, 

*?? Ban 4 ue Nation^ 
^Pam SAshares. spared on their 

SwJ? 5 tradin 2 after BNP 
J?* 0 * 1 to the two rival French 
fe^ s f or 538 Mon in stock, re- 

JSS^vL? 0 '^? 18 * nvestor expecta- 
oons the hostile bid may succeed 

i i/*fvmg sem the plans and 
?* *e alternatives, I’m con- 

M-S^WMi a ? edibIe project,” said 
Marie Holland, an equity arbitrage 
analyst at Exane, a French securities 
company. 

BNP, France’s third-largest bank, 
made the surprise offer late Tuesday 
to buy Societe Generale and Pari- 
tes, which plan a $16 billion merger 
of their own, in a share swap that 
would create the world's largest 
bank, with about $1 trillion ofas- 
sets; 

Societe Generale rose . 19 40 
13 to close' at 

164.90 euros ($280.40). Paribas 


rose 15-55 euros, or IS percent, to 
-50,' and BNP rose 5.&0 euros, or 


7-2 percent, to 83.00, 
3NP offt 


i ■ •’ 


BnP offered - 15 of its shares for 
seven Societe Generale a 

valne of 165.87 euros a share, .a 
prepMum of 14 percent above Tues- 
day's dosing price. The bank is also 
offering. 11 of its shares for eight 
Paribas shares. That values Paribas 
at 106.43 earns, 18 percent above its 
Tuesday closing price on the cash 
market, where the shares are most 
co mmo nly traded daring the offer 
period, which started Feb. 12. 

BNP’s shares also were helped by 
speculation about a rival 2nd for 
either BNP or SocGen from outside 
France, but investment bankers said 
any such attempts by aforeign b»n fr 
would run into - political and reg- 
ulatory obstacles. 

Paribas, which was to Hold a 
board meeting Thursday ri ght to 
decide how to respond to the bid, 
hired Rothschild & Cie. as its ad- 


viser. Societe Generale was meeting 
with investment bankers from Mor- 
gan Stanley Dean Witter & Co., 
Credit Suisse Fust Boston and Mer- 
rill Lynch & Co. as it decided how to 
respond to BNP’s bid. BNP's board 
is to meet Friday morning. 

Investors said that whatever the 
bid’s merits, there was certain to be 
a response of some kind from Soc- 
Gen and Paribas once their respec- 
tive boards had met with advisers, as 
an immediate acceptance seemed 
the least likely option. 

“There will certainly be some 
kind of strong counterattack,” said 
Damien Bachelot, managing direc- 
tor of Aforge Finance, a corporate 
finance and asset manager. 

Even so, the prospect of SocGen 
launching a counterbid for BNP 
draws lime support from investors, 
who say SocGen would have to ex- 
plain to investors why ir was paying a 
higher price to create the same com- 
bination that BNP was offering. 



Telecom Italia 
Unveils Bid 
To Foil Olivetti 


BNP and 
neighbors 


Won/Thc ) 

Societe Generale, 
in a Paris street. 
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Core Units Lift 
Vivendi Profit 


Bloomberg News 

PARIS — Vivendi SA, the 
French water utility, said 
Thursday its profit rose 17 per- 
cent in 1998 because of growth 
at its core utility businesses and 
the first profit from its tele- 
phone operations. 

The company earned 1.1 bil- 
lion euros ($1.2 billion) in 

1998, up from 822 million 
euros in 1997. 

The company said it expec- 
ted sales and net income to in- 
crease at least 10 percent in 

1999. 

Vivendi proposed increasing 
its dividend 20 percent, to 2.71 
euros from 2.29 euros in 1997. 

The company said earaingc 
from water operations rose 9 
percent, to 430 million euros. 
Its communications unit, which 
includes publishing activities 
and its Cegetel mobile phone 
service, posted an operating 
profit of 280 million euros, re- 
versing a loss of 199 milli on 
euros in 1997. 


ALCATEL: 12 , 000 Jobs to Be Cut Thomson Posts Loss 


Continued from Page 13 


controlled maker of nuclear reactors 
that has an estimated total valne of 
about $3 billion. Selling Framatome 
would allow Alcatel to complete 
efforts to focus on telecommuni- 
cations equipment. Mr. Tchuruk has 
poshed to sell the Framatome stake 
after plans to merge it with Alstom 
fell apart in 1997. 

' Mr. Tchuruk said the 10 percent 
staff reduction in 1999 and 2000 
would save 300 million euros 
($328.6 million) a year. 

He also 1 said he expected to im- 
prove operating profit margins to 7 
percent from 4 percent in 1998. A 
target of 8 percent was set in 1996. ' 

*'I am still keeping the 8 percent 
target in view,” he said, but “we are 
taking longer to get there than 1 had 
hoped” because of a slowdown in 
the telecomm unications-s witching 
market. ■ 

Alcatel Is trying to win back in- 
vestor confidence after a warning in 
September that it would miss its 
1998 profit forecast drove the stock 
down 38 percent in one day. Alcatel 
shares closed at 11850 euros, up 
2.90. 


The stock has gained 24 percent 
since March 2, when the company 
offered $2 billion for Xylan Corp_, a 
dais-networking company based in 
Calahasas, California. Two days 
later, it agreed to buy Assured Ac- 
cess Technology Inc. of Milpitas, 
California, for $350 million. 

“They’re definitely moving in 
tire right direction now, and I expect 
them to continue doing so,” said 
Jean-Pierre Viteaux, a fund man- 
ager with BBL Asset Management 
(AP, Bloomberg) 

■ Usinor to Lose 3,000 Jobs 

Usinor SA, the French steel- 
maker, said it would trim 3,000 jobs 
over the next three years and an- 
nounced a 7 percent increase in 
1998 profit, news agencies reported 
from Paris. 

Francis Mer, die company’s 
chairman, said Usinor would look at 
“all available options” far reducing 
its work force. He said 1500 jobs 
would be cut this year and 1500 
over the next two years. 

Usinor also said net profit rose to 
335 million emos last year from 3 1 3 
million euros the previous year. 

(Bloomberg, AFP) 


Bloomberg Nns 

PARIS — Thomson-CSF, a mil- 
itary-electronics company, posted a 
loss of 232 million euros ($254.1 
million) for 1998 on Thursday, cit- 
ing charges for acquisitions and job 
cuts, but said it would return to 
profitability this year. 

Thomson's loss contrasted with a 
profit of 324 million euros in 1997. 
The 1998 loss was in line with pre- 
dictions. 

Thomson-CSF took charges of 
438 milli on euros, covering pro- 
visions for 4,000 job cuts in the next 
two years and to absorb defense 
assets. 


Israel Seeks Euro Ties 


Reuters 

FRANKFURT — The governor 
of the Bank of Israel, Jacob Frenkel, 
said that bis country should cement 
ties with the euro zone and even- 
tually meet Maastricht treaty cri- 
teria, die newspaper Frankfurter 
AUgemeine reported Thursday. 

Mr. Frenkel said that he hoped 
that some day Israel would sign the 
treaty, which established terms for 
European monetary union. 


CemptrJtn Oar Suf Fin, Puqvtr bn 

ROME — ■ Telecom Italia SpA 
confirmed Thursday that it would 
seek to buy the rest of its cellular- 
phone subsidiary and expand share- 
holder voting rights to try to thwart a 
takeover bid by Olivetti SpA. 

A merger with Telecom’s 60 per- 
cent-owned subsidiary. Telecom 
Italia Mobile SpA. would drive up 
the price of what is already the 
largest takeover attempt in Euro- 
pean telecommunications. Olivetti 
announced a 52.6 billion euro 
($57.6 billion) hostile bid for Tele- 
com Italia last month. 

A merger with the mobile-phone 
subsidiary, known as TIM, would 
add about 20 billion euros to Tele- 
com Italia's price. Telecom Italia 
said it would ask shareholders to 
approve the merger by April 16, em- 
phasizing the benefits to be gained 
from integrating its fixed-phone ser- 
vices with the mobile network. 

Telecom Italia’s defense plan; an- 
nounced Thursday after its board 
met late into Wednesday night, also 
includes upgrading its nonvoting 
savings shares to ordinary voting 
shares, hi addition. Telecom Italia 
plans to buy back as much as 10 
percent of its stock if shareholders 
approve the program. 

But Olivetti contends that Tele- 
com I talia ’s proposed absorption of 
the mobile business violates 
takeover laws that bar defensive 
moves by target companies and has 
asked regulators to intervene. Italian 
securities regulators have not given 
a timetable for a decision. 

Telecom Italia will propose to 
shareholders April 16 that it give 
four new ordinary Telecom Italia 
shares for every five TIM ordinary 
shares and nine Telecom Italia shares 
for every 20 TIM nonvoting savings 
shares. The board will also propose 
to increase capital by issuing 2.68 
billion new ordinary shares. 

Telecom Italia also said its op- 
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Very briefly: 


■ The European Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment posted a Joss of 261 .2 million euros ($285.8 million; in 
1 998, reversing a profit of 16.2 million euros in 1997 because 
of the economic collapse in Russia. 

• Diageo PLC's first-half pretax profit rose to £972 million 
($1.6 billion.) from £716 million a year ago, helped by cost 
cutting, but operating profit fell 1 1 percent because of declining 
demand for Liquor in Asia and Latin America. 

• Switzerland's gross domestic product grew 1 percent in the 
fourth quarter, banging growth for all of 1998 to 2.1 percent, 
as a surge in company' spending and continued growth in 
consumer spending partly made up for a drop in exports. 

• Saatchi & Saatchi PLC's full-year profit rose 32 percent, to 
£25 million, as new business from existing and new clients 
lifted sales and earnings. 

• Reed Elsevier PLC, posted a 6 percent drop pretax profit for 
1998, to £773 million, as it spent more on electronic pub- 
lishing and had slower sales in some markets. It warned that 
earnings were likely to be flat this year. 

Hungary's annual inflation rate fell to its lowest level since 


July 1987 in February as food retailers held back on price rises 

' " Coi 


erating profit rose 10 percent, to 9.2 
"" i me ($5.2 


trillion fire ($5.2 billion), last year as 
its net debt reached 15.7 trillion lire 
and sales grew S percent, to 45 tril- 
lion lire. It said its 1998 net income 
was “much above” the 1997 figure, 
though it did not provide details. 

(AP, Bloomberg, Bridge News) 


after the cost of vegetables and dairy products felL Consumer 
prices rose 2.3 percent in February from the previous month. 

• OM V AG's fourth-quarter net income fell nearly 70 percent 
from a year ago, to 1 60 million schillings ($12.7 million), as oil 
prices close to 1 2-year lows caused the Austrian oil producer to 
take a one-time charge to write down the value of its assets. 

• The Paris, Milan and Zurich stock markets signed a pact to 

give cross-membership in all three markets to their members 
by the second half of the year. Bloomberg, afp. Reuters 
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. Prices In local currencies; 
in euros for EMU countries. 
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Thursday’s 4 P.M. Close 

The 1300 most traded stocks of tire <h?. 
Nationwide prices not reflecting kite trades elsewhere. 
The assxated Press 
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INTERNATIONAL INVESTING 


M"' 1 


The Wkst Discovers a High-Tech Gold Mine in Hungary 


By Peter Serenyi 

Rentas 


BUDAPEST — Picked as 
one of Europe's 25 most 
promising high-technology 
companies, the Hungarian 
software maker Cygron Kft 
had everything going for it — 
except customers and sales. 

Despite beating out almost 
300 companies in a European 


tribution to game theory after 
emigrating to the United 


The company increased Cy- firms arc picking Hungaiy to “We think that Hungary tribution to game the 
gran's staff to 20 as part of a become their worldwide has the largest number of emigrating to the 
1 15 million investment drive, headquarters for research and people we can hire," said States. 

“We can build the com- development, while local sue- Gabor Elo, head of Nokia's Unlike Graphisoft 
pany up to the level that is cess stories are proving Hun- Budapest research center. nita. a local image 
needed to do development garians can produce software Graphisoft NV of Bud- lion software prodt 


with the speed required 
today," Mr. Kiraly said. 

Mindmoker is one of a 
growing number of compa- 
nies investing millions of dol- 
lars in Hungary’s high-rech- 


Union competition, the three- oology industry, putting the 
employee start-up had sales country on the map as a po- 
of $43,000 and fewer than 20 tential Silicon Valley in Easi- 


of $43,000 and fewer than 20 tential Silicon Valley in Easi- 
clients until a company from em Europe. 


that can compete in the world 


California’s Silicon Valley Hungarians are not new- fields, and the costs 
company invested in it. comers to the field of high . , . 

Mindmaker Inc. of San technology. there are muco lOWC 

Jose, California, bought Cy- Andy Grove, a native of 

gron last July and this year Budapest, founded Intel thar can compete in the world 
will ship 50,000 copies of Corp., which makes chips for arena. 

DataScope, Cygron’s data- 90 percent of personal com- Nokia Oy will make Hun- 
process mg software, to cli- puters worldwide. Janos Neu- gaiy its largest software de- 
ems worldwide. mann. a Hungarian mathem- velopment center after its 

“The problem for Cygron atician, is considered to be the Finnish headquarters when it 
was that their product was not father of computers after his completes a plan to hire 500 
marketed.’' said Jozsef Kiralv. work in the 1940s. software developers in Hun- 

chauman of Mindmaker. * Now some multinational garv by 2001. 


A growing number of companies are 
investing in Hungary, taking advantage 
of a work force highly trained in math 
and science. The country has produced a 
string of Nobel prize winners in those 
fields, and the costs of doing business 
there are much lower than in the West. 


States. 

Unlike Graphisoft, Recog- 
nita. a local image recogni- 
tion software producer, de- 
cided to sell itself to the mar- 
ket leader Caere Corp. of the 
United Stales for$3 million in 
order to expand its sales in 
Western markets. 

“We definitely had ex- 
tremely good technology, but 
we didn’t have the chance to 
penetrate much more heavily 
into the world market," said 


In a field where creative 
genius is just as important as 
technical rigor. Hungarians 
have an uncanny ability to 
come up with solutions that 
defy the textbook, said Gabor 
Kadas, chairman of Hu- 
man soft, a California elec- 
tronic games developer that 
employs 30 software engi- 
neers in Budapest. 

Once, he said, a vice pres- 
ident of a U.S. video game 
software maker visited Hu- 
mansoft’s Budapest offices to 
see how it was using math- 


Very briefly: 

• Publicly traded companies in Malaysia will have to report 
their results eveiy three months starting Aug. 1. die Kuala 


Akos Reszler. chairman of ematicai formulas called al- 
Recogniia, whose leading gorithms to develop a 3- D en- 


processing software, io cli- 
ents worldwide. 

“The problem for Cygron 
was that tneir product was not 
marketed, “said Jozsef Kiraly. 
chairman of Mindmaker. 


gar>’ its largest software de- 
velopment center after its 
Finnish headquarters when it 
completes a plan to hire 500 
software developers in Hun- 
gary by 2001. 


apesi became die world’s 
third -largest maker of com- 
puter-design software used 
by architects after Gabor 
Bojar. a former professor, 
started the company in 1982 
by pawning his wifels jew- 
elry for $5,000. 

The company became the 
first software firm in Eastern 


product. Recognita Pius, 
dominates Eastern Europe, 
Greece and Turkey with a 
market share of more than SO 
percent. 

“What we got from the 
new owner were much bigger 
chances for earning revenue 
and profit.” Mr. Reszler 
said. 

Last year, Recognita's 
profit surpassed the previous 


Europe to issue shares to the year by more rhan 1 0 times, to 
public last June, raising 92 310 million forints ($1.4 mil- 
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million Deutsche marks 
($51.6 million) on Frank- 
furt's Neuer Markt. But the 
stock has taken a dive from its 
issue price of 40 DM, falling 
to 19.60 euros ($21.45) on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Bojar said Hungary's 
strong tradition in mathemat- 
ics helped to propel the com- 
pany’s success. 

“The level of mathemat- 
ical education in the second- 
ary schools is still much high- 
er than in the West,” Mr. 
Bojar said from his headquar- 
ters in Graphisoft Park, a new 
office complex for high-tech 
firms that has been touted as a 
miniature Silicon Valley. 

Hungary has produced a 
siring of Nobel Prize winners 
in mathematics and science. 

Albert Szent-Gyorgyi 
earned one in 1937 for dis- 
covering Vitamin C and 
Janos Harsanyi, an econo- 
mist, won the prestigious 
award in, 1994 for his con- 


lion) on revenues of 870 mil- 
lion forints. 

Mr. Reszler said Recognita 
had become an engineering 
hub for Caere, developing 
three out of is seven new 
products. 

“Software developers are 
very good here and are very 
competitive in terms of their 
educational skills and labor 
costs, " Mr. Reszler said. 
They can cost one-third as 
much as in the West, he said. 

Official figures are not 
available for how much 
money foreign firms have in- 
vested in Hungary’s software 
industry. 

Mr. Bojar of Graphisoft put 
the figure between $200 mil- 
lion and S300 million, not in- 
cluding the money raised by 
Graphisoft 's share issue. 

Tnat is still a trickle com- 
pared with the S 19 billion in 
foreign investment that Hun- 
gary has attracted since the 
fall of communism in 1989. 


gine for a game later praised 
in the U.S., German and Jap- 
anese magazines. 

The executive could hardly 
believe what he saw, Mr. Ka- 
das recalled. 

“He looked around the of- 
fice and realized that we had 
absolutely no books and he 
asked, ‘How did you come up 
with this technology?' ” Mr. 
Kadas recollected during a 
phone interview from his San 
Mateo, California, headquar- 
ters. 

“We said if we use the 
algorithms that are common 
in the book, then we would 
come up with the same solu- 
tion,*’ Mr. Kadas said. “The 
whole idea was to do some- 
thing different" 

Mr. Reszler of Recognita 
said 30 to 50 software start- 
ups in Hungary had products 
that could sell abroad, a pre- 
requisite to success in Hun- 
gary's minuscule domestic 
market. 

However, many local firms 
are reluctant to sell a stake to 
foreigners for fear of losing 
control, Mr. Reszler said. 

Mr. Kiraly of Mindmaker 
said Hungarian software de- 
velopers like Cygron also had 
to leara basic techniques of 
quality control that a western 
company could teach. 

“As soon as they learn the 
quality requirements, they 
can compete with anybody in 
the world," he said. 


Lumpur stock exchange announced. Malaysia, facing us 
worst recession in more than four decades, has been under 
pressure to improve corporate governance and transparency. 
•Pohane Iron & Steel Co. will allow 1 0 foreign shareholders 
to attend its annual meeting next week, the lirst time the South 
Korean state-run company has invited investors from abroad 
since it was opened to foreign ownership. The move was seen 
as a nod to both minority shareholder rights and the need to 
increase foreign investment to help South Korea out of 
recession. Foreign shareholders own 38. 1 percent of the 
company; the government controls it with a tJ.JA percent 
stake that it has pledged to sell. 

• Canary Wharf Ltd. will price its shares between 280 pence 
($4.55) and 350peuce on the London exchange as the property 
company floats a 25 percent stake that will raise between £470 
million ($289 million) and £585 million. 

• Indian Airlines, the unprofitable domestic carrier, will see 
the government sell off a 5 1 percent stake, with 10.6 percent of 
the shares reserved for airline employees. The government, 
which will keep 49 percent of the airline, in December put a 
new manag ing director and board in place. The government 
fired the previous board, a joint board overseeing Indian 
Airlines and the international carrier Air India, after it 
announced a merger of the two companies. 

•Telefonica SA shares— 2.968 million of them— were picked 
up by fund managers for 41.92 euros ($45.88 j per share as the 
Spanish government reduced its stake in the phone company to 
a mere 373 shares, according to Banco Bilbao Vizcaya SA, 
which managed the sale with Goldman, Sachs & Co. 

• Kaxnps AG, Germany’s only publicly traded bakery, got 

approval from the Franltfim stock exchange to join the new 
SMAX Index for small companies from its April 26 start. The 
company rook a charge of 5.7 million Deutsche marks (S3.2 
million) for its initial public offering in April, dropping its 
.1998 net income by 29 percent. Kamps shares have surged 76 
percent this year. Bluomhcty. Renters, afp 


Prudential to Buy M&G, 
Enhancing Funds Role 


CmuptM tivOw St.# From Puparkn 

LONDON — Prudential 
Carp., a British insurer, said 
Thursday it agreed to buy 
M&G Group PLC. a British 
money manager, for £1.9 bil- 
lion (S3. 1 billion), enhancing 
its position in Britain's retail 
fund management industry. 

Prudential is offering £25 
for each M&G share, a premi- 
um of 40 percent to the dos- 
ing price of £17.875 per 
M&G share Wednesday. 


“The combination of 
Prudential and M&G creates 
leading market positions in 
the U.K. retail insurance and 
investment product sectors," 
said Peter Davis, the group 
chief executive of Prudential 
M&G has £20 billion under 
management. 

Prudential said the 
takeover would increase its 
funds under management to 
almost £150 billion. 

(Bloomberg. Reuters) 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


; 1 


Moody’s Cute Nissan’s Debt Rating to 6 Junk’ Slices Profit 

TOKYO — , Nissan Diesel Co., closed ai 176 yen, down 31. said the company is prepared to sell a con- A f- Topflino 
ruled out buvinp xiL 0 „ ^ Renault shares dosed at 35 euros trolling 33.4 percent stake in itself but is un- -tlX J «A U1UC 


' Trwrvn r&Nc»? ; 

toTiil? b ' Kausc of cSiam 

a-ws.astes.sjfi 

sSsiS^*™ 1 SK' " 3 X 

“^“nigade, fiom Baa3 and said it may 
further cut the automaker’s long-term ratine It 
ratin ss d Nissan's tp. 

th^oi apa f^ ineclia WCTe reporting Thursday 
that Renault SA would buy a controlling stake 

LSSStiJSS* --V 5 

pwcent and 40 percent of Nissan. The compa- 
nies hope to reach agreement by March 31, 
Yomiun said, citing unnamed sources. Both 
companies declined comment on the reports. 

A purchase would give Renault access to 
some of the world’s most efficient factories, to 
markets in North America and Asia, where it 
has little presence, and to world-class tech- 
nology. But Nissan’s debt scared away 
UaimleiChiysler and will be a big concern for 
Renault, analysts said. 

‘Nissan’s debt worries a lot of people, ’ ’ said 
Remy Dumouline, an analyst with HSBC Se- 
curities in Pans. He said some investors thought 
that if DaimlerChrysler “turned down the 
chance to buy Nissan, then surely there has lobe 
a problem.” 

Nissan stock fell 12 percent Thursday, to 
close at 414 yen, whDe snares of its truck unit. 


Nissan Diesel Co., closed at 176 yen, down 3 1 . 
In* Paris, Renault shares closed at 35 euros 
($3834), down 135. 

“We will positively consider alliances with 
companies other than DaintierChrysler,” Nis- 
san said. “We will continue to explore joint 
projects with DaimlerChrysler that do not in- 
volve capital ties.” 

The downgrade reflects “the company’s 
high debt levels and the long time period 
Moody's expects will be required for Nissan to 
reduce its debt load to more manageable 

The downgrade cranes as 
Renault is considering a link 
with the Japanese automaker. 

levels,” Moody’s said. The downgrade affects 
about $93 billion of debt and could make it 
more expensive for Nissan to raise funds. 

Moody's said the cash it would gain from a 
capital tie-up, such as with DaimJ erChry s 1 er or 
Renault, would not be enough to help the car- 
maker dig its way out of debt. 

“The immediate cash provided by potential 
equity partners would only marginally improve 
the company's weak debt protection measure- 
ments,'’ Moody’s said. 

Standard & Poor’s Corp., the other dominant 
credit-rating concern, also threatened ro lower 
its Nissan ratings “in the absence of an ad- 
equate injection of new equity.” 

Unless another automaker steps in to help, 
Nissan's plan to repay 1 trillion yen of debr by 
2001 may take longer, said Kenji Tanaka, an 
auto analyst at Okasan Securities Co. 

Nissan’s president, Yoshikazu Hanawa, has 


said the company is prepared to sell a con- 
trolling 33.4 percent stake in itself but is un- 
willing to yield management control. Without 
power over management, analysts said such an 
agreement was unlikely. 

Renault’s chairman, Louis Schweitzer, said 
Wednesday that the company was still studying 
a link with Nissan and Nissan Diesel, which is 
also deep in debt and losing money. 

“This is both an opportunity and something 
.that isn’t easy because of the company and its 
current situation and also because of the cultural 
bamert that may exist,” Mr. Schweitzer said- 

“If Renault’s talks with Nissan succeed, it is 
unthinkable that we not look at Nissan Diesel,' ’ 
said Patrick Fame, chief executive of Renault 
Vehicules Industries, the company's truck 
unit. Mr. Faure, speaking Wednesday in Paris, 
said the talks between Nissan and Renault were 
in their final phase. 

The Japanese automaker also is in talks with 
Ford Motor Co., according to Japanese media, 
which did not cite sources. Nissan declined com- 
ment on the repoit. Ford said this year that it was 
not interested in taking on a lot of debt. 

Nissan operates three of the IS most efficient 
factories in the world as measured by productiv- 
ity per employee, the London-based Economist 
Intelligence Unit said in October. Analysts say 
its engine technology is among die best in the 
world. Renault's top factory was 39th. 

Nissan has 22 factories outside Japan, in- 
cluding 20 elsewhere in Asia. It also has a 
factory in the United States, three in Europe, 
three in Africa and two in Latin America. 

By contrast, Renault and other European 
automakers are too dependent on their home 
markets and suffer from poor quality, Graeme 
Maxton, a consultant for die Economist In- 
telligence Unit, said. 


Firms Tighten Security After Thailand Killing 


Agence France-Presse 
BANGKOK — Foreign business 
executives working with the Thai 
government on debt-restructuring 
plans put strict security measures 
into effect Thursday after the gang- 
land-style murder of one of then- 
colleagues. 

A team of Australian insolvency 
advisers was evacuated from a cen- 
tral Thai province to Bangkok and 


placed under 24-hour security after 
the murder of Michael Wansley. 

Mr. Wansley, an accountant and 
senior partner with Deloitte Touche 
Tohmatsu, led a team of 14 Aus- 
tralians working with the govern- 
ment to rebuild companies hurt by 
the Asian financial crisis, the com- 
pany said. 

“They now have 24-hour secu- 
rity, and the individuals are now 


assessing whether or not they will 
leave,” a Deloitte Touche repre- 
sentative said. “Obviously, we are 
concerned about die safety of our 
staff, but there is no sense of fear.” 

Mr. Wansley, 58, of Melbourne,, 
was shot to death Wednesday on his 
way to a South Sathom Planner Co. 
sugar mill in Nakhon Sawan 
Province, 240 kilometers (150 
miles) north of Bangkok. He had 


been working with the company on 
a debt-restructuring plan. 

Police said a gunman on a mo- 
torbike had shot eight rounds from a 
pistol at Mr. Wansley. Four Thais in 
Mr. Wansley’s van escaped injury. 

We have not yet established die 
motive, but it looks like a business 
conflict,” the provincial police 
commander. Major General Surapol 
Sungkom, said. 


Bloomberg News 

HONG KONG — Jaitiine Math- 
eson Holdings Ltd., the Hong Kong 
trading company, said Thursday 
that its net profit tumbled 84 percent 
last year largely because of Hong 
Kong’s recession and the economic 
slowdown in Asia. 

Jardine's concentration on mar- 
keting, trading services and office 
space left it especially vulnerable in 
Hong Kong, where' the economy 
shra nk 5.1 percent last year. 

The company posted net earnings 
of SS0.6 million, its least profitable 
year since the mid-1980s. Sales fell 
23 percent, to $11.2 billion. Op- 
erating profit also fell 2.5 percent, to 
S239 million. Jardine will pay a final 
dividend of 13.8 cents, down from 
17.2 cents. 

Jardine took a one-time charge of 
SI 28.6 million to write off its in- 
terest in Edaran Ottomobil Nasional 
Bhd., the distributor of the Proton, 
Malaysia's best-selling car. 

“We’re not forecasting at this 
point any recovery in our underlying 
markets," said Alasdair Morrison, 
the managing director of Jardine. 
“In general terms, we would expect 
most of our businesses to operate at 
similar levels as in 1998.’’ 

Analysts said the company's re- 
bound may take time. “Jardine 
Matheson profits may recover in 
1999, but it's going to be a very slow 
recovery,” said Robert Sassoon, an 
analyst at SG Securities (H.K.) Ltd. 
“It’s predominantly a Hong Kong 
company, and Hong Kong's econ- 
omy isn't going to have a quick 
recovery." 

Henry Keswick, the chairman of 
Jardine. said: “We expect depressed 
trading conditions to continue in 
Asia. It will be difficult to achieve 
growth in our businesses in 1999.” 

Jardine Strategic Holdings Ltd., a 
separate listed company with inter- 
locking shareholding with Jardine 
Matheson. posted a loss of S33 mil- 
lion. It was the first-ever loss for 
Jardine Strategic, which earned 
S189 million in 1997. 
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Very briefly; 

•Telstra Corpus half-year profir rose 12 percent, to 1.81 billion 
Australian dollars (SI. 15 billion), as strong sales of data and 
mobile phone services offset falling international revenues. 

• Prime Television Ltd.’s firsr-half profit fell 49 percent, to 
5.31 million Australian dollars, as financial turmoil in Latin 
America drove its Argentina television network into losses. 

• Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co/s 1998 net profit 
fell to 1 . 1 2 billion pesos (S28.3 million) from 7.65 billion pesos 
in 1 997, but provisions for bad accounts and losses at its mobile 
phone unir should place it in line for healthier growth. 

•SK Group agreed to buy 28.4 percent of its rival, Ssangy- 
ong Oil Refining Co„ and planned to assume management 
control. Financial details were not disclosed. 

• NTT Mobile Communications Network Inc. will increase 
international dialing destinations to 201 countries from March 
31. from only six at present. 

• AngloGold Ltd. is seeking joint- venture partnerships with 
Australian producers to win a share in mines producing more 
than 200,000 ounces a year. 

• Seagate T echnology Inc. will invest another S 1 20 million in 
each of its two Chinese factories, more than doubling its 
investment in China over the next three to five years. 

• Japan’s private-sector machinery orders dropped 22.9 per- 

cent in January from a year earlier, the tenth consecutive 
month of decline. Bridze Nm, AFP. Bloomberg. Reuters 
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By Suzy Menkes 
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. ARIS — How much 
' more ansy crafty staff 
can fashion take? The 
fall collections are 
filled with clothes that are either a ri- 
poste to futurism, or are intended, with 
their handmade effects, to take clothes to 
another, more artistic dimension. 

The only show to make sense of this 
was Cerruti, where designer Peter Speli- 
opoulos famously coined the fashion 
phrase “nature versus NASA" This 
season Cerruti was into "futuristic 
patchworks." That describes both 
simple dresses with three-dimensional 
shining squares as decoration — and the 
way that modem pieces were mixed in 
the brisk-paced show. 

Out came the models on their sharp- 
heeled zippered-baefc boots, in clothes 
that were still built on Cerruti’s tailoring 
base, but in a fresh way. The star was the 
coat, cut dose to the body with a rave 
waist and shiny patent belt. An alternative 
play on textures offered against bore flesh 
the ponyskin and fur that hip designers 
are using for dresses and brief jackets. 

This repetitive show won't change the 
face of fashion, but it offered a cool mix, 
with a peasant blouse under a stream- 
lined black pantsuit and the jumper dress 
as a pivotal piece. And while relying on 
fabric research, it kept arty effects in 
check. 

Ann ’Demeulemeester went a bit 
souvage this season, sending out 
shearling coats so rugged and raw-edged 
that they looked as though they could 
costume "The Flintstones ." But that 
was just the Belgian designer's take on 
the current hippie fling, and the styles 
were normal — following the same long 
wrapped lines she formerly used for 
knitted coats. 

■ Demeulemeesrer’s strength is that she 
moves forward to her own rhythm and in 
her own style, but if you look back at her 
earlier collections based on mannish 
pantsuits, she has changed quite rad- 
ically. now focusing on dresses. They 
looked strong and sober in thick dry 
fabrics from wool through cotton. 

Demeulemeester is also a queen of 
coats, applying her wrap technique to 
long dark designs that tied at the back to 
fine effect- Like so many cool modem 
designers, she deals in subtle personal 
signatures: the tuck on the arm which 
gives coat, jacket or plain dress a tweak 
of individuality: or the line of delicate 
open work stitches vertically at the mid- 
riff, touching sweaters with sex appeaL 
There was also an interesting range of 


Cerruti’s Cool ‘Futuristic Patchworks’ 


Miyake's raised-patterned Eskimo outfit: Laroche's off-ihc-shouider dress: Demeulemeester' s coat over long dress: Sitbon’s op-art sniped dress. 


mens wear in the same spirit. 

Marline Sitbon put her sporty 
menswear. flashed with strong color, on 
the runway for the first time. And the 
question is: why does a modem-minded 
woman designer give the opposite sex all 
the straightforward clothes cut on just 
the right lines, yet offers a complicated 
wardrobe to her sisters? 

Sitbon has a nice take on modem 
proportions and made a sly, sexy trench 
coat in a ripe apricot — orange shades 
being a theme of the show. But she is still 
heavily into ansy stuff — flowers a p- 

S udd in lumpen shrouds of tulle ana a 
eit of cut-out leaves. That was a pity, 
because the show started with a much 
stronger and cleaner linear theme, which 
was also arty, in char geometric lines 


might be drawn down a dress or negative 
and positive effects be created in the 
black folds of a white pleated skirt. Bui 
there the theme enhanced, rather than 
overwhelmed, the clothes. 

If you have to have artsy effects, they 
were nicely done at Lanvin, where die 
designer Cristina Ortiz used raised pat- 
terns to give surface interest to resolutely 
plain clothes. A dress would have pleats 
like paper dans pinched into its skirt or 
pants had sneaky faux slits at the back. 
Using a palette of pale colors, primarily 
white, with ice blue or pale pink and 
sudden flashes of coral, the collection 
seemed more suited to a summer season. 
Ortiz succeeded in moving Lanvin's 
look forward from plain and minimal. 
But it is still unclear where this house is 


going in terms of image. Compass twirls 
of embroidered sequins on an angular 
white dress are light years away from the 
Parisian’s traditional little black dress. 

The promised regeneration of Paris 
houses is difficult to achieve — not 
because there aren't designers out there 
who make nice clothes — but how to 
give them any individual personality? 
Something fresh was expected at Guy 
Laroche on Thursday where Ronald Van 
der Kemp replaced Alber Etbaz (off to 
Yves Saint Laurent in die current game 
of designer musical chairs). Would the 
Dutch-bom designer who was formerly 
with Barneys in New York. bring just the 
right trans-Atlantic blend ol urban 
sportswear with European refinement. 

What emerged on the runway was a 


Chn«<|teT Mo -ntf AndwwTb ww 


coat. Pearl gray. A nice coat Well cut 
Just the thing you might find useful — if 
you didn't already have something sim- 
ilar in your closet. Good marks for the 
beige leather boots. And so the show 
went on. A perfectly nice, modem- ish 
bunch of clothes with a breath of ori- 
ginality in the off-the-shoulder knitwear 
and in the mud and brown colors, which 
might at least get through the winter 
better than pastels on most runways. 

But why would anyone rush to 
Laroche to buy a black pantsuit, with dr 
without its glitter seqirined top? So what 
is the point of reviving culottes? If you 
want a silk print dress (a big interrog- 
ation point) the lightly traced prints with 
a Japanese character were OK. Bat as a 
statement for the house, or even as a 


follow-up to the decorative 
femininity ofElbozaz his best* 
this collection was a blank 
sheet on which the design will 
have to start drawing a tem- 
plate for next season. 

In a long and noble career, 
Issey Miyake las produced magical 
shows where inventive fabrics, ingeni- 
ous clothes and an original mind came 
together in a poetic way. But this sea- 
son’s presentation was not one of them. 
Whether it was the distant venue, 1 where 
paper sails fluttered on fine wires over a 
vast, empty space; or whether the clothes 
were just too abstruse and unappealing, 
the show failed to take flight — except at 
its finale when dresses unfurled into 
fledgling bird wings. 

The theme of the show was trans- 
formation. But, as any magician knows, 
yon can’t offer your audience the same 
trick twice. The APOC (a piece of cloth) 
which was snipped into a wardrobe on 
the runway last season, again opened the 
show, as the tubular jersey fabric thai 
encased the models was attacked by 
assistants bearing scissors. 

The rest of the clothes waved "an” 
like a banner — literally in the case of 
dresses carried on long poles down the 
runway to proceed relatively simple gar- 
ments with weird surfaces. Shaggy, 
ragged effects made dresses and even 
shearling coats look as chough they had 
been pecked apart in a bird sanctuary. 
Other Eskimo outfits with padded mark- 
ings also looked as though they had been 
inspired by nature studies in the National 
Geographical Magazine and translated 
far too literally to the runway — a rare 
example from an exceptional designer of 
a blip in the creative process. 

This should be Kenzo’s moment — 
and in a way it is. He has just been feted 
in New York where he won the "Time 
for Peace Award,” when the United 
Nations ambassadors invited him to cre- 
ate a dress. That lilac satin embroidered 
gown was the finale to a show dedicated 
to rustic clothes and Renaissance prin- 
cesses. That meant woodsy daywear — 
all earthy and leafy textures, with rugged 
curly lamb collars on sweeping coats and 
knits as hairy as some jungle beast. For 
evening, pre-Raphaelite waves tumbled 
over velvet gowns and coats with artistic 
patterns worked at the back. But while 
other runways are awash with the merry, 
colorful peasants in just the folkloric 
multiethnic clothes on which Kenzo 
built his reputation, the designer now 
inhabits another fashion planet. 

SUZY MENKES is the fashion editor of 
the International Herald Tribune. 
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By James Sherwood 


L ONDON — Whai have international designers 
learned from London street style? Well, they 
have seen the fiiture and it is Utility Chic. They 
have drawn inspiration for the spring/suixuner 99 
collections from khaki. Velcro, hip holster bags, combat 
pant pockets and trophy trainers. Utility is high fashion’s 
spin on the urban street uniform. It's high fashion in a 
techno-sporty-dressed-down kind of way. 

So unanimous was the utility drive that you would be 
forgiven for thinking Madame Mao had risen from the 
grave to give Miuccia Prada, JU Sander and Ralph Lauren 
a master class in sartorial cloning. There is only one 
problem. Utility is an impostor, it is the ’90s take an 
Marie-Antoinette playing milkmaid in the Trianon. 

“In my opinion, Prada is copying styles that hive been 
worn by the really cool people for years.” says Browns 
Focus buyer Monserrat Mukheijee. “You saw them in the 


Focus buyer Monserrat 
streets with cross 


shoulder 


COMMENTARY 


hattan Portage, wearing the original camouflage, army 
surplus stock and knife-proof hooded jackets designed 
and made in dodgy Soho stores. The street uniform came 
from a truly creative bunch of stylists, DJs and students; 
all of whom didn't have a regular income. They made 
their own fashion identity. It is .the kids who are the real 
survivors of urban life. TTiey are the ones who make real 
use of streetwear simply because they are the ones who 
take the tube, get soaked when they are touting their 
portfolios around London in the rain and live die life." 

Utility equips the high fashion consumer for a life she 
simply does not live. It isn't a jungle out there, urban or 
otherwise^for the woman who buys mainline Gucci. And 
there is something distasteful about spending three-figure 
sums for a designer’s interpretation of the combat pant; a 
second-hand army surplus item originally bought for £7, 
“Everyone on the British high street is bumping out 
copies of khaki Helmut Lang combats," says Max Karie. 
owner of die Soho boutique Shop. " And if big designers 
are copying street style, then it is disastious: a vicious 
circle. Face it, nobody is going to buy labeled combat 
pants at Miu Miu when they can go to source at London 
army surplus store Laurence Comer or New York's Old 
Navy. It’s a depressing thought that we will all approach 
the millennium wearing fleece. Shop girls are more into a 
bit of price from Tocca, a bit of glitter from Hysteric 
Glamour and a bit of fun from our own-label Shopgirl 
designed by former Bodymap designer Stevie Stewart 
Sportswear is just a victim of its own popularity.” 

Sportswear was a street uniform bom m the dark ages 
of early '90s Grunge. The Puffa jacket, combat pants and 
trophy trainer were adopted by a generation of DJs, 
dealers, skate kids and underground clubbers. It signified 
the disillusionment of Generation X. These were cruel 
world clothes: wind, bullet and knife repellent fabrics cut 
into streamlined urban armor-plating. It was a 
don ’ 1 -touch. Teflon-coated declaration of independence 
from the chichi fashion labels. 

E IGHT years later, street style is repackaged as 
sanitized, aerodynamic Utility Chic. No- matter 
that tiie original sportswear “Gangstas” had 
grown up and opened conceptual art galleries or 
chains of sandwich shops in Covent Garden. In 1 999, you 
would be forgiven for thinking Velcro.fleece, toggles and 
Neoprene are the new religion. There is no disputing the 
popularity of sportswear. People like it. People buy it. So 
a sportier designer line makes sense. Prada Sport? Fine in 
a youth context. Sportmax Code? Naturally for the new 

generation. .... ... , * 

■ ‘Could anybody really avoid the incredible power of a 
shoulder bag that carries everything for the daily battle or 
the attraction of a waterproof jacket?” says Monserrat 
Mukheijee. “Could anvbodv with a good business sense 
let these wonderful designs go without making millions out 
of them? But. that said, I like designers to be creative and 
adventurous and follow their own rules and instinct. 

When a maverick designer like Donatella Versace 
translated the combat pant pocket into a pink crys- 
tal-encrusted couture gown for her debut couture col- 
lection. we knew the sport influence had gone too far. 

Soon is a blanket term in fashion: a cover-alllabel that 
unfairly implicate, designers in the sportswear seaxm 
/Scan designers, in particular, have a hefflage of sport 
rniinire stretching back to Claire McCardell via Zoran, 
Ann Mein, Halston and big ihree Calvin Mein. Donna 
Karanand Ralph Lauren. Sport couture is, in a nutshelL 
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When Art Mocks — and Inspires — Fashion 


By Rebecca Voight 


P ARIS — "One thing is sure. 
There are more fashion de- 
signers who want to be 
artists than the other way 
around." says Hein FJeiss, co- 
founder of PuTple. fashion's anie.st 
style review. 

That may be true, but there are an 
increasing number of artists rum- 
maging through the collective 
closet. Their takes on the rituals of 
dressing and modem brand lusr 
could pass for avant-garde clothing 
collections, or fashion ads. 

The American artist Steve 
Miller’s “My Mother's Vuinon 
Suitcase” is an X-ray view of the 
bag filled with long-stemmed roses. 
For Miller, whose medically in- 
spired an employs CAT scans and 
microscopic views, fashion is irres- 
istible. “It all stoned a few years ago 
when I was given a pair of Roger 
Vivier pumps to illustrate for a 
book. I never saw anything so beau- 
tiful. They looked like black Fer- 
raris, so I took them to the hospital 
and had them X-rayed.'* 

Miller went on to explore his 
mother’s designer shoe collection. 
And when he came to Paris, among 
the first to buy one of his purse X- 
ray paintings’ was the house of 
Chanel. “Fashion objects have in- 
credible power. They are superficial 
and profound," says Miller. 
“We’ve gone from Andy Warhol’s 
star system to the object system." 

Caroline Smulders of the TTiad- 
daeus Ropac gallery in Paris whose 
exhibition "Sous le Manteau” in- 
cluded the clothing- inspired work of 
43 artists, in 1997, says artists are 
obsessed by fashion. “It fascinates 
them because of the artention it gen- 
erates," says Smulders. "Contem- 
porary art has to get out of the gal- 
lery. The art world is too small. Very 
few people wear designer clothes, 
but more people watch fashion 
shows on television than will ever 
visit a gallery." 

“Sous le Manteau *s" catalogue 
looks like an advance plan of fash- 



Arrisrs ui v making forays info the fashion world and. in return, giving their own take on the rituals 
of dressing. At left. Steve Miller's "My Mother’s Purse.’’ at right, Tom Sachs’s “ Prada Vahtemeal." 


ion’s forward moves. The photo- 
graphers Wolfgang Tillmans from 
Germany and Dutch partners Inez 
Van Lamsweerde and Vinoodh 
Matadin participated in the show as 
artists. Since then they have been 
picked up by the fashion world. The 
artist Matiiieu Manche's grotesque 
body pans stacked on a Table and 
photographed on models as accessor- 
ies and Oliver Herring's coats knii 
from silver Mylar yam have all been 
amply echoed on recent runways. 

Herring, who collaborated with 
Rei Kawakubo for Florence's first 
An/Fashion Biennale in 1996. has 
been usina knitting in bis work for 
years. "The Biennale is a meeting of 
two different worlds. Rei and 1 tried 
to create a third world without over- 
lapping." he says. 

Herring says he continues to knit 
his pieces from coats to human fig- 
ures "as a process to transform and 
not a reference to fashion." But he 
concedes he is fascinated by clothes 
and that designers are into his work. 
“It was funny to see Mylar sweaters 
show up on the runway two years 
later.'' Herring is now knitting 


chairs and shelves with wood. His- 
tory doesn't lack examples of 
artists' fashion forays. From the 
painter Sonia Delaunay's "simul- 
taneous dresses" which injected 
graphic color into '20s fashion to 
Marcel . Duchamp's drag incarnation 
as Rrose SeJavy photographed by 
Man Ray for the bottle of the fic- 
tional Belle Haleine Eau de Violene. 
artists mock fashion a little and in- 
spire it a great deal. 


F OR HIS winter men's col- 
lection. Kenzo worked on the 
style of Joseph Beuys. And in 
1 970. Beuys produced a veiy 
fashionable "self-portraiu'' a limited 
edition of 100 of his own felt su its. 

"Art and fashion may get togeth- 
er, bur artists still limit their fashion 
work to representation," says 
Purple’s Fleiss. “Pascale Gatzen 
from Holland dips into fashion, but 
she doesn't want to be trapped by it. 
.And photographer Wolfgang Till- 
mans limits his commercial work. 
He doesn’t even have an agent." she 
explains. “Artists create beyond 
fashion's rules, even if there is a 


crossover at limes.” Niels Klavers 
of the Netherlands considers him- 
self a fashion designer, but his mul- 
tiarmed jackets and layers of coals 
and pants with innumerable legs 
seem better suited to a gallery than a 
commercial runway. 

Klavers will show with a group of 
young designers, all graduates of the 
Netherlands' Amheim Academy 
during die Paris collections. Yet to 
produce a commercial collection, he 
already has attracted a fashion fol- 
lowing. Even the French weekly 
Elle seems to be under his influence. 
The magazine recently devoted a 
fashion spread inspired by his mad 
layering, featuring pants, shins and 
skirts piled on top of another, six or 
seven at a time. 

Smulders was surprised by the 
number of visitors to Thaddaeus Ro- 
pac's recent show of Tom Sachs's 
"Creativity is the Enemy." The cur- 
rent works of the American artist 
include what he calls "dub ver- 
sions" or remixes of designer logos 
from his Chanel guillotine dining 
table to the Prada death camp and 
Hermes happy meal. "Sachs had 


never shown in Europe before," 
said Smulders. “One would imag- 
ine he was unknown here, bul many 
of the pieces were sold before the 
show opened.” 

The artist's dark, albeit humorous 
view of fashion's stranglehold on 
culrure, didn’t deter Paris’s fashion 
community from turning out in force. 
For them ii was just another big style 
event But for Sachs, fashion is dead, 
or at least he has moved on. 

Fashion, one of the examples of 
what he calls "cultural prosthetics," 
followed on the heels of his work 
with zip guns, the firearms made 
from bits of pipe used by street kids. 

From fashion he has moved on to 
airplane toilets. "That's the only 
space where you can be alooe on a 
plane." he says. The toilets are the 
stoning point of the R&D phase for 
his upcoming show in New York 
□ext fall which, he says, will add 
transportation to his favorite 
themes: death, horror, genocide and 
sex. 

Fashion and art are. however, not 
always so opposed. “It's like a 
game of Ping-Pong." says the artist 
Fabrice Langlade of the relationship 
between an and clothes. Langlade 
began his Chrysalides, a series 
based on dresses, for Smulders 
"Sous Je Mameau" show. The 
dresses formed with an industrial 
plastic material that looks like a strip 
of glue, trace the words of the first 
two chapters of Mikhail Bulgakov's 
"The Master and Margarita." He 
based them on a pattern supplied by 
his friend, the Italian designer Carlo 
Ponti. And now Barneys New York 
has taken one to introduce its Ponti 
collection in the store. 

Langlade thinks culture has be- 
come too sectarian. "I remember, 
growing up in Paris in the early 
1980s. Jean Paul Gaultier was a 
friend and 1 modeled for one of his 
early menswear shows. Artists and 
designers mixed more then, there 
was a constant exchange. Today ev- 
erything is too cut off." 

REBECC4 WIGHT is a free-lance 
journalist based in Paris. 


Paris Boutiques Showcase Artists and Designers 


By Pat McColl 

P ARIS — While fashion de- 
signers often turn io art for 
inspiration, increasingly the 
fashion crowd is fuming to 
the art world to add another di- 
mension to its boutiques. 

Since April, at the Lagerfeld Gal- 
lery, 40 Rue de Seine, in a space 
designed by Andree Putman. Karl 
Lagerfeld has been exhibiting his 
photographs — the current exhib- 
ition is of portraits primed on alu- 
minum — on one level with almost 
one-of-a-kind clothes displayed on a 
lower level. Sprinkled about the 
boutique are art books and 
magazines that Lagerfeld has 
chosen; plus a version of the Fendi 
“baguette” bag also designed by 
Lagerfeld, 

The newest artist/designer 
boutique is that of Marion Lesage, 
13 Rue du Pre aux Clercs. which 
opened last week. All the clothes, 
mostly made in India from fabrics of 
her choice, and the watercolors that 
line the walls of the shop are her 
creation. As at the Lagerfeld gallery, 
everything is for sale. 

Lesage, formerly a designer for 
Indies, said: “Three years ago. I 


dropped out to have a baby and to 
travel." Her travels took her to 
North Africa and India, the inspir- 
ations for most of her art. While in 
India, she worked with her brother 
Jean Francois, an embroiderer who 
lives there — their father is the 
couture embroiderer Francois 
Lesage. She created embroidered 
flat slippers and. with her brother, 
fabrics and his signature pillows that 
she will have in the shop. 

. Other objects are her flea market 
finds, ranging from seed jars from 
London' s Kew Gardens to tiny metal 
lanterns that used to hang on the 
looms of fabric weavers in Lyon. In 
the same artisanal mood is a col- 
lection of bowls and plates made for 
Lesage by Christian Perrochon and 
ethnic jewelry by Dominique Biard. 

Although Aziade Ekewa designs 
one of the six collections in her 
shop. La Boutique, 39 Rue du 
Temple, she is not an artist. But. 
when she came across the works of 
Alain Nahmais in a small museum 
in Montmartre, she transformed half 
her space into an an gallery. “I 
thought they were so special that I 
just had to have them." said Ikewa. 
Sporadically in the six years since 
she opened her shop, she has held 
other art exhibitions. The reaction to 



live American. Up close, they are 
mixes of bits of fabrics, roots, feath- 
ers. even a pumpkin, with the bits 
adding up to a witty charm. 

fleewa's approach to the designers 
in her shop is to “work with my 
instincts.'' A best seller this winter 
was a felted wool tunic by a young 
Laotian designer. Yao Souka. 


Interior of Lagerfeld Gallery, 
designed by Andree Putman. 


Nahmais 's "assemblages" has 
been so positive that she plans to 
find other young artists and continue 
mixing clothes and an. 

About his work, Nahmais says: 
“You can’t really call them sculp- 
tures so that's why 1 call them ‘as- 
semblages.'" From a distance, the 
wall hangings and seated figures 
look vaguely African, vaguely Na- 


A T 30 Rue du Temple is 
L'Epicerie. Why call a 
fashion boutique cum art 
gallery “the grocery 
store?" “Everyone goes to a gro- 
cery store and we want everyone to 
come here,” said one of the shop’s 
three creators, Antoine, who goes 
only by his first name. He and his 
associates. Artus and Ramdane. 
who also only go by their first 
names, admit that the concept be- 
hind L’Epicerie was Colette, the 
trendy boutique that pioneered the 
mixed media boutique/gallery idea 
in Paris. As a backhanded compli- 
ment, one of L’Epicerie’s best 
sellers when it opened last Septem- 
ber was a T-shirt printed “Po- 
lette." 

They add that they are doing the 
concept their way. Their First pri- 
ority was to find a space with three 
connecting rooms; one to be used as 


an art gallery, one for the clothes and 
accessories, and one with sofas and 
a selection of avant-garde 
magazines where customers could 
relax. Artus handles the art gallery, 
Antoine ts fashion director and Ra- 
madane is the business manager. 

"We are a real art gallery and 
have 1 0 artists under contract." said 
Artus. The 14 names painted on the 
boutique's door — from Marc Jac- 
obs to Jeremy Scott to Niels Klavers 
to Gaspard Y urkievich — represent 
a who s who of avant-garde design- 
ers. Most of these designers are rep- 
resented by one or two outfits. The 
boutique also does its own collec- 
tion called Basics, which for spring 
featured camouflage prints for 
bomber jackets, cargo pants, watch 
bands and crash helmets. 

This week it will begin exhibiting 
the works of 50 avant-garde pho- 
tographers. L'Epicerie will hold a. 
fashion show on Friday in the 
boutique. 

Meanwhile, at Colene. 213 Rue 
Sl Honore. the gallery on the 
mezzanine level will feature Dutch 
photographers Anuschka Bloomers 
and Niels Schumm. 

PAT MCCOLL is a free-lance jour- 
nalist based in Paris. 
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The Extras That Count (and the Zanier the Better) 

Minimalism Got \ou Down? 


Accessory Designers in Britain 
Cash In on Their Eccentricity 


By Roger Tredre 


L ONDON — While accessory 
JeMgncrs in London may be ihe 
unsung heroes of the city's re- 
vival us a fashion hoispoi. ihe 
problem is some of them are victims of 
lheir own succes**. 

Britain \ accessory designers are 
spending much of their time creating one- 
off pieces for other designers' runway 
shows in London. Paris and Milan — 
time that could, and arguably should, be 
spent developing their own businesses. 

For Scott Wilson, who first made his 
name in the mid -'90s with hard-edged 
body adornment pieces, this season was 
the moment to make a stand. Wilson's 
only runway show for full "99 was in 
Milan, a ?n'pie«.e Perspex collection for 
the British designer Rifat Ozbek. 

"1 have had to turn down other run- 
ways." says Wilson. "It's time to build 
my own business." 

Wilson, who studied jewelry design at 
Middlesex Polytechnic and millinery at 
the Royal College of An. has previously 
worked on run way shows for Hussein 
Chnlayan. Antonio Berurdi. Julien Mc- 
Donald. Tristan Webber and Thierry Mu- 
gler. He landed hts first show, for Karl 
Lagerfeld in 1^95. while still at college. 

Scott's leather cuffs, bracelets, neck- 
laces and chokers, many adorned with 
mirrors, w ere being snapped up by buy- 
ers at the London Designers Exhibition 
last month. If appears he has made the 
right decision to focus on his own label 
this season. 

Wilson acknowledges the dilemma. 
“One-off pieces are the ultimate ex- 
pression of my work, bur they can be 
very time-consuming 1 just did shows 
for the first 15 months after leaving 
college. I remember Thierry Mugler 
paid me about t'5.000. which sounded 
great, but by the time J had taken on staff 
and worked it ail out. 1 was earning less 
than £250 a week." 

On the other hand, as Wil*on acknowl- 
edges. runway shows prov ide accessory 
designers wiih Ihe press coverage they 
crave. Philip Treacy. the only British 
accessory designer to stage his own 
shows, made his name on the runway, 
particularly through his long-standing 
link with Chanel and Karl Lagerfeld. 

But Treacy ‘s high-profile shows (this 
season in both London and New York) 
are balanced bv commercial collections, 
including a line for the high street de- 
partment More group Debenhams. 

"Philip understands how the high 
street works and creates exquisite 
designs without compromising his 
style." says Belinda Earl, trading di- 
rector of Debenhams. 

Why are British accessory designers 
in such demand.’ For much the same 
reasons as the country’s clothing de- 
signer*. "We arc creative and eeeenrric 
as a nation." says Lucille Lewin. owner 
of designer store group Whistles. "This 
son of bauiness translates fantastically 
well into accessories." 

Designers return the compliment by 
saying store buyers are proving much 
more adventurous. 

"For a change, they really love the 
unusual pieces." says Sian Evans, a 
jewelry designer firmly in the creative 
eccentric camp. "A few years ago. buy- 
er* would not have bought jew'elry that 
didn't use traditional materials." 


Evans's big hit forfhe fall: plastic and 
silver neckpieces and bracelets that 
close at the back with stationery file 
clips. She found her inspiration while 
recovering in a hospital in France after a 
snowboarding accident. The slogans on 
the neckpieces read: "For external use 
only." and "This product may damage 
your health." 

Evans has also developed bracelets in 
a metal called niobium. "If is light re- 
fractive and takes color veiy well." she 
says, holding out a shimmering piece. 
"They use it to make spaceships.” 

.Another designer to make the most of 
unusual materials is Samantha Heskia. 
who has produced a collection of bags 
for fall covered with decorative water 
buffalo bone. "I found it in the Far 
East." she says. "The real breakthrough 
was when 1 discovered it could be 
dyed." 

Accessories can be a touchy-feely 
thing, just as much as clothes. Neisha 
Cropland's pure angora wraps and stoles 
were another London Fashion Week 
talking point. "People just feel the fabric 
and love it." says Crosland. 

A dose of creative eccentricity seems 
to infect anyone who chooses to make 
their home in London. Pamina Brassey. 
a New Yorker now living in London, 
makes Pamina jewelry from recycled 
glass fused with silver. "My main in- 
spiration comes from wandering round 
Chelsea looking at curs that have been 
broken into. The broken gloss glistens so 
nicely in the sunlight." 

W HAT do the inhabitants of 
Chelsea make of her 1 ’ 
"People do get bothered by 
me, hunched over the gut- 
ters picking up pieces of glass." 

The most unlikely hit of the season 
has been Ann-Louise Roswald's clogs, 
which have turned into a cult shoe. Tire 
run on clogs began last fall when 
Roswald's clogs were chosen for the 
Mami show in Milan. "It's like every- 
one has gone clogs mad." says Roswald, 
still reeling with delight after a Japanese 
store placed an order for 250 pairs. 

Roswald’s Swedish father has been 
making clog* for 20 years. His daughter 
has designed them for fall in knitted 
lambswool and red leather. “And now 
we are going to be up all night over the 
summer making them for half the fash- 
ion world." laughs Roswald. 

London's accessory designers have 
other gripes. Like (he majority of the 
city’s fashion designers, they are small 
businesses that depend on publicity-. 
“Magazine stylists are forced to use big 
names from Italy in their shoots." com- 
plains Samantha Heskia. "We don’t ger 
much of a look-in." 

One fashion editor admits she has a 
point. "Of course, we are under pressure 
to use the major advertisers in our 
shoots. And small British designers 
don't have the money to advertise.' ’ 
Still, every editor worthy of the name 
enjoys hunting down and featuring the 
new " Anna Starmer, a new London de- 
signer vvho makes knitted lampshades, 
found one of her shades given pride of a 
place in a feature in the March issue of 
British Vogue. 

"My phone hasn't stopped ringing." 
she says. "I’m going to be kept busy." 

ROHER TREDRE is a free- lance jour- 
nalist based in London. 
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P ARIS — Signature accessories 
are out. Today, accessories must 
be imaginative — even a bit wild 
— or they won’t sell. 

“Women use them to define their 
personalities and introduce a poeric ele- 
ment into their daily lives,” says Cliris- 
rian Lacroix. 

“The minimalist trend prevailing In 
today's fashion." adds Nicole Fbchelis. 
vice” president and fashion director of 
Saks, New York, "needs the boost of 
colorful and exciting accessories. We 
are observing the emergence of a new 
breed of highly innovative products." 

The boom is good news for designers 
and retailers. Accessories require less 
technical savvy for designers than ready 
to wear but generate high- profit margins 
for retailers. Often these are impulse 
purchases. “Buying a bag or a hat has 
more to do with emotion than reason.” 
says the avant-garde Parisian retailer 
Maria Luisa PoumaiUou. “Even a con- 
servative woman will at times feel like 
buying a really outrageous hat or hand- 
bag.” 

Accessories, says Chanel's creative di- 
rector, Karl Lagerfeld, “are very helpful 
to revamp a look rhar is becoming tired. 
But when they become too much of a 
signature, it’s time to get rid of them!” 

The iconoclastic designer has been 
doing away with most of die Chanel 
clichds: Gone are the perennial camelias. 
pearls and monogrammed buttons, re- 
placed by more contemporary accents. 
One of his recent bags, the futuristic 
body-molded 2005. is on its way to 
becoming a besr-selier. 

Innovation in accessories can mean 
the use of high-tech fabrics, while for 
daytime or eveningwear. it is often em- 
bellishment: intricate embroideries or 
beading on textile. 

LitoT other specialty stores. Saks Fifth 
Avenue has enlarged and restructured its 
accessory departments and given them 
more pages in its catalogues. 

Le Bon Marche, the Parisian bastion 
of traditional chic known since it opened 
at the end of the last century for the 
quality of its hat department, banks on its 
expertise with accessories to attract a 
top-notch clientele. When the store was 
revamped, accessories were given more 
space and strategically moved to the 
fore. “Our clientele has reacted very 
positively,” says Jacqueline Segal, Le 
Bon Marche’s accessory buyer. 

Maria Luisa uses her Rue Gambon 
boutique as a showcase for the most 
creative international names. She re- 
cently opened a second boutique entirely 
devoted to the British shoe designer 
Manolo Blahnik. and her main shop car- 
ries handbags and hats designed by some 
of the most individualistic — and zaniest 
— accessory designers. Right now* the 
most novel accessory is the handbag, she 
says, which has gone from practical to 
ornamental: its size has become mini- 
arure and its look has been made pre- 
cious with embroidery or beading. 
“More and more women are using bags 
as an ornament." she says. 

"British designers are extremely gif- 
ted with accessories.” she says. "They 
just let themselves go their normal ec- 
centric way and effortlessly express 
what the market demands.” 

As for the designers, they have one 


thins in common: strong individualism 
aroTan often-expressed desire to keep 
their business small and unen- £ 
cumbered. 

Lulu Guinness is one of them. Nom- 
inated accessory designer of the year at 
the British Fashion Awards 1999. she 
quickly made a name for herself as an 
inventive handbag designer. 

“1 started designing bags because I 
always loved vintage accessories such as 
the w'onderfullv eccentric and feminine 
Schiaparelli bags which I bought at the 
flea markers. I never wanted to design 
serious leather bags.” 

Instead, she started a cottage industry 
Her production is about 100 bags a sea- 
son. all handmade by a team of " little 
old ladies" in the English country side. 

Her delicate, ulirafeminine styles 
come in fabric or straw , with elaborate 
embroideries or beading. Her best- 
seller. the “rose basket." in black satin 
appliquAi with red roses, is on perma- 
nent exhibit at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. 

For his accessories. Manolo Blahnik ^ 
often creates shoes for couture houses, tf 
“I find that those designers who know ^ 
exactly what they want are also the ones 
who give you more freedom to express 
your own ideas.” Blahnik say s. Work- 
ing for John Galliano has been a pleas- 
ure. he says, because "we share the same 
taste for "extreme sophistication with a 
touch of European flair." 

O N E of the most consistent con- 
tributors to couture house* is 
Raymond Massaro. who has- 
foliowed his father and grand-.; 
father. Since I8 0 4. when the first Mas-j* 
saro studio opened on the fashionable 
Rue de la Paix in Paris, the order book£ 
has read like the social register. * 

Several of the shoes he has created for *3 
couture houses now belong to history: * 
the beige and black sandals designed for ” 
Coco Chanel in tlte '60s that became 
Chanel's signature and the ballet slip- 
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Spain’s Vanguard Designers Turn to Distant Cultures for Inspiration 


By Al Goodman 


M ADRID — What do the American literary icon 
Paul Bow les. the late Spanish artist Joan Miro and 
an icy national park called Torre del Paine in 
southern Chile have in common? 

Nothing much, except Spain's vanguard jewelry move- 
ment. 

Hungry for inspiration, a small cluster of designers who say 
that diamonds are not their best friends have turned to art. 
distant culture*' and nature to spur their creative'juices. 

The results include Chus Burcs's new collection of hon- 
eycomb and lattice jewelry based on Moroccan tradition*. 


which won him a rare endorsement, used in promotional reflect the pureness of the ice in the Paine park. There is also 
materials, from the expatriate Bowie* in Tanger. Or Chelu a version w ith three lobes, adjustable to fit the wearer's 
Sastre s sterling silver earring* and pendant* patterned on mood. 

Miro's art and approved by his family. .Another recent Berao collection was based on the Irati 

There is also Joaquin Berao'* latest sleek offering based on beech forest in northern Spain, and it includes a $233 silver 
the icy forms seen on his trip in 1998 to the Paine national park pendant w ith flower-like petals that can be held closely 
in Chile. together or separated along the silk cord. 

"They brought art into the design of jewelry. Some are Perhaps the 1110 M commercially established of his group. 


pieces like sculpture." said 
Linda Heras. an .American _ , 

who works for the Spanish 'traditional jeiVelry IWVei' 1) IV (IKS 
clothing designer Roberto •’ 

Verino. “Some are exagger- 
ated. The necklaces are big- 
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out. It '$ always the same. I try to 
break out and give more feeling/ 


ger. Bui it’s wearable." 

And it is increasingly 
available outside of Spain, at 

boutiques, museum gift shop*, even department store*. The 
prices range from about $27 to 56.700. 

Berao. 53. and Sastre. 54. are the veterans of the movement. 
Bures. 41. has perhaps dabbled in the most sidelines, such as 
ouisized w ool ctupets and black damascene vessel*. There .ire 
also relative newcomers, like Helena Rohner. 31. who pro- 
duces two jewelry collections a year to keep pace with 
clothing designers. 

Berao scarred at age 15 in hi* brother-in-law’s, jewelry 
workshop in Madrid. Bui like the other vanguard designer's 
here, he traveled abroad extensively in his formative twenties, 
and charted an unorthodox course. 

"Traditional jewelry never breaks out. It's always the 
same." Beruo said, "f try to break out and give more feeling 
and soul." Berao fashioned spiral bracelets in the 1980* with 
titanium, long before Frank Gehry used the material to cover 
his Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao. Bur lately Berao ha* 
focused on gold and silver — somewhat more traditional . he 
concedes — yet with his special volume*, like weighty ring*, 
or nature themes. 

A 5 1 80 pendant features a single, almond-like *il\ er lobe, to 


Berao had sales last year of 
about Sl.7 million and he 
plans to double that within 
five years. 

Sastre. of Barcelona, lived 
with Miro's grandson, the 
poet David Miro. until his 
death- in 1991 . The Miro fam- 
ily then asked her 10 create 
jewelry based on the artist's work, such as his characteristic 
curvy moon*. 

The collection of sterling silver pendants, earrings and pins 
deburej in 1993 for the centennial of his birth and the items 
Mill <ell. ranging from 545 to 5150. 

Sastre has come a long way from her provocative jewelry in 
the N70* mount to be worn on the breast, which women 
tended to u*e under see-through blouses. Her latest collection 
i* "Series 200(1.” in which many of the silver pieces have 
hole* of one sort or another, she said, "logo from one century 
10 the next." 

Chus Bures, a Barcelona native, began designing clothing 
accessories in the early 1980s in Madrid but gained fame fo*r 
creating the sterling silver hair pin. with three sharp prongs, 
that the' leading lady in Pedro Almodovar’s 1986 film. "Mata- 
dor.” used to kill her lovers. The item still sells, for about 
SI 45. 

Bures has since made collections based on Federico Garcia 
Lorca sketches, in lime for the centennial last year of the poet's 
birth, or another based on Thailand. 

He called the latter series “TG-943,” for the Thai Airways 


flight number from Madrid to Bangkok that Bures rode 
frequently a few years ago to study traditional arts there. 

A $1,250 stiver necklace in the collection has kind of a knit 
pattern, as delicate as rice puffs. 

“My clients, whether 18 or 80, have something in common 
— culture.” Bures said. "The taste for history', for art." 

Bures s newest collection of jewelry, carpets and objects 
based on old Moroccan crafts has won praise even from 
Bowles, whom Bures said he visited in Tanger late last year, 
securing permission to use the elderly author's tape-recorded 
endorsement that was dictated to an aide. 

"Chus Bures . . . takes what exists in Morocco and 
transforms it for the contemporary world," Bowles wasr 
quoted as saying. "I would say that more people like him are 
needed to expand know ledge and open the view ." 

T HE COLLECTION includes a $1,065 handmade 
silver “Mbabek" necklace of chainlike, layered 
rings. Rohner. in keeping with her up-and-coming 
status, has her headquarters in Madrid’s historic 
Hapsburg disrrict. unlike the more upscale Madrid and Bar- 
celona addresses of her older predecessors in the jewelry 
vanguard. 

Swiss on her father’* side and Spanish by her Cynarv 
islands mother, Rohner earned an international relations de- 
gree at the London School of Economics and then plunged into 
jewelry. 

She said she prefers to design small pieces, in keeping with 
her own petite size. She uses such combination* as the 
coolness of silver and the warmth of a rich tropical wood, like 
rosewood, to fashion a $213 necklace, or a banele of silver 
ebony and olive, for $ 145. 

"I generally design for myself, what I would wear. 1 
Rohner said. I don t w'ant it ro be inaccessible, but to 
complement. 

Aj^COODBUy reports for The New York Times from 
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bopping generation and which. 50 years 
later, are making a comeback. Lately. 
Massaro designed a pair of iconoclastic 
black satin combat boom for Chanel. 

Ibu. who emigrated from Poland to 
the United Stales at age 13. designs her 
own jewelry,, mixing precious metals 
with clear plastic or feathers, shells or 
driftwood. Two seasons ago. Lagerfeld 
borrowed her heavy gold chain-belt and 
multiple strands coral beads rope to ac- 
cessorize his winter ’98 collection. Ibu’s * 
contribution to Chanel s spring. l99eoa~2. { 
hire collection ore miniraalistic disk; ’ 
shaped buttons in solid gold. -. 0 

But the road 10 success is rarely paved* 
with gold for the beginners. Jerome £ 
Lemairre. 25. a former hairdresser who 
apprenticed with the last theatrical hatter* 
in Paris, presented his first collection of* 
hats for the winter 1999 season. Hisr ! 
designs are quietly elegant felt berets or£j 
soft cones with discreet beaded motifs. 

Some of the best boutiques and de-™l 
partment stores in Paris now cany his VI 
hats, but the young stylist has not been*/ 
able to afford a real w’orkroom. He still,: 
molds his hats in the kitchen of his small * 1 
studio apartment. 

MICHELE LOYER is u free-lance jour j 
nalisi based in Paris. 
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World Roundup 


Executives Resign 


soccer The power vacuum at 
the top of British football widened 
Thursday as the English Premier 
League’s chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive resigned. 

The Premier League announced 
in a statement: “Today’s meeting 
of the FA Premier League club 
chairmen has accepted the resig- 
nation of Sir John Quinton as chair- 
man and Peter Leaver as chief ex- 
ecutive." (AFP) 


South Africa on Top 


cricket South Africa domina- 
ted the opening day of the second 
test against New Zealand in Christ- 
church on Thursday. 

The visitors dismissed the home 
team for a meager 168 in its first 
innings. South Africa then reached 
54- for no wicket in its own first 
innings. (Reuters) 



Sampras and Hingis Lose 


tennis Pete Sampras and Mar- 
tina Hingis, the world’s top-ranked 
tennis players, both lost Wednes- 
day to unseeded players in parallel 
tournaments on the same court in 
Jndian Wells, California. 

In the afternoon, Chanda Rubin 
controlled her Evert Cup quarterfi- 
nal to beat Hingis, the defending 
champion, 6-3, 7-6 (6-2). Later, 
Sampras committed 34 unforced 
errors as Felix Mantilla took a 7-6 
(8-6), 3-6, 6-3 victory in their 
Newsweek Champions Cup 
quarterfinal match. 

Hingis credited Rubin for out- 
playing her, while Sampras was left 
to look for reasons for his sloppy 
performance. 

“I’m just scratching my head, 
just wondering what happened," _ 
he said. “Obviously, I haven’t" 
played many matches this year. It 
showed tonight.” (AP) 


Kjus Closing In on Title 

He Earns 50 Points by Finishing 4th in Super- G 


Penguins Win in Overtime 


The Associated Press 

SIERRA NEVADA, Spain — Chris- 
tian Mayer gained his first super-G vic- 
tory Thursday, but the winner of the 
overall title might be the man who fin- 
ished fourth. 

-Lasse Kjus of Norway picked up SO 
points, improving to 1,409 in the overall 
World Cup standings. With just two 
races left — the slalom Saturday and the 
giant slalom Sunday — Kjus is 92 points 
ahead of a fellow Norwegian, Kjetil An- 
dre Aamodt, and 1C Q in front of Hetman 
Maier of Austria. 

Maier, who had woo four consecutive 
super-Gs and had already clinched the 
season title in that discipline, placed sev- 
enth Thursday while Aamodt was 16th. 
Maier picked up 36 points but Aamodt 


ice hockey Kip Miller scored 
with 2 minutes, 11 seconds left in 
overtime as the Pittsburgh Pen- 
guins rallied from a two-goal def- 
icit in the third period to beat the 
host Carolina Hurricanes, 3-2, in 
the National Hockey League. (AP) 


got none since only the top IS finishers 
rat points in the World Cup finals. 


get points in the World Cup finals. 

Maier, overall World Cup winner last 
season, was asked if be still had a chance. 
“Of course,” he said. “Next year." 

Aamodt, the 1994 overall champion, 
Kjus, who woo the overall title in 1996, 
and Maier are all strong in the giant 


Virenque Is Back, and the Fans Love It 


By Samuel Abt 

iniemarional Herald Tribune 


F IRMENY, France — The woman at 
the start of the Paris-Nice race 
wore the red and yellow colon of 
die Polo team and earned a large sign 
that read “Richard Virenque, we love 
you. The Tour de France isn’t the same 
without you.” 

Perhaps Virenque noticed the sign as 
he rode to the ramp of the opening time 
trial Sunday and perhaps he didn't. He 
did not acknowledge it, however, keep- 
ing his eyes straight ahead, trying to 
remain focused, concentrating on his 
work, not his reputation. He rode the 9 
kilometers (5.5 miles) from the Paris 
suburb of Boulogne-BiUanoocut to the 
posh Avenue Foch off the Arc de Tri- 


have fan support,” he said Wednesday 
at a press conference that his Polti team 
called. “The fans never let me down, not 
even when things were going badly.” 

He seemed anxious during the half- 
hour meeting with two dozen reporters, 
glancing often to his right side, where his 
airecteur sportif, Gianiuigi Stanga, was 


“I’m happy. I’m feeling familiar sen- 
sations now that I’m racing again. All’s 
welL” His familiar cockiness was gone. 


replaced by a slightly hunted look. 
Virenque discussed his proerair 


sitting. Virenque gave the impression 
that he did not want to say anything 


ompbe just as seriously but said latex that 
he had been heartened by the many fans 


he had been heartened by the many fans 
cheering for him along die way. 

The bid boy of French bicycle racing 
is back. Although Virenque may live in 
Switzerland and ride for an Italian team, 
he remains the darling of French fans. 

eS ^ 1 Ruis-Nice completed tie fifth of 
its eight days on Thursday, in this sunny 
town in the southeast, it is clear that 
much of the public is on his side. When 
he is introduced each morning in a dif- 
ferent town, he is loudly cheered; when 
he crosses the finish line each evening, 
adolescents rush to get his autograph. 

“It’s very pleasing to see that 1 still 


that he did not want to say anything 
amiss. At the start, he made it clear that 
he would not discuss the past 

This is his first race on native soil 
since the season started last month and 
only his second since he and the rest of 
the Festina team he led were expelled 
from ihe last Tour de France on charges 
of systematic use of illegal performance- 
enhancing drugs. 

The 29-year-old Virenque has never 
admitted this, unlike six other members 
of the nine-man Tour team. The Swiss 
riders who confessed were banned from 
the sport for seven months and fee 
French riders for six months. One other 
rider retired, a second voluntarily ac- 
cepted a six-month ban without admit- 
ting anything — leaving only Virenque 
to continue insisting feat he has never 
failed a drug test 

As has been pointed out many times, 
that is not the same thing as denying the 
accusations made by his former team 
coach, doctor and personal masseur and 
confidant. Virenque is still under official 
investigation and faces legal action 
when the inquiry into the Festina affair is 


Virenque discussed his program for 
the season, which is weighted wife races 
in Italy, including fee Giro d’ltalia, 
where, he said, he will ride to support 
Polti’s other top climber, Ivan Gotti, who 
won the Giro two years ago. “It’s going 
to be fee toughest rour I’ve ever ridden,” 
Virenque said of the mountains in Italy. 

A few weeks later he plans to lead his 
team in the Tour de France, where he 
was the king of the mountains from 1994 
through 1997 and which he has often 
called his main interest in the sport and 
even his only reason for living. That 
second definition was delivered the day 
he was expelled from fee Tour. 

“The Giro wfl] be difficult,” he said 
Wednesday. “The Tour will be differ- 
ent I’ll ride it wife my usual ambitions, 


hoping to do my best” 
He has been discree 


He has been discreet in Paris-Nice, 
showing himself only twice on attempt- 
ed breakaways on the flat that the other 
riders quickly thwarted. But that was just 
professional reflex, not animosity. 

As a rival said, asking that his name 
not be used: “Good luck to him. 
Whatever he did, you don’t like Co see a. 
rider lose his job. Maybe he’ll get away 
with it, after all.” 
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23 *1 Am a Camera* 


i Eerie leafing 
7 "Afice" spin-off 
io Bartends NatL 
Park locale 
i* Brightest star in 
Draco 

isvusavanteen* 
singer Janis 
« Sound 

it Occasion to give 


n Atoarta’s last 
Communist 


» Greek 
c on so nant 

Something often 


25 Leans (on) 

28 Portaged 

28 Of a tart fruit 
Prefix 

30 Mohawk River 
city 

31 Admonition to 
the unhip 

asCbcfcmater 

Terry 

36* — TeCtilng* 
(classic Chinese 
work) 

ttYemana's 
portrayer on 
'Barney MOTer* 

3» Singer Sumac 


«o Free from the 
flesh 

43 Exhortation after 
grace 

48 "Hard Cash* 
author Chartes 
4« Time tor a break 
07 Blacksmiths' 
needs 

K Resurrect, 
old-style 

82 Wasn't rebeifious 
54 Bird grp. 
CTPansopftic 

saPreffight 
procedure 
to Alphabet book 
phrase 
61 * — too 
shabby* 

82 Kind of ticket 

83 Let out 


8 Countless 
TSack 
a Mfilt Prefix 
s Not many 
loteamaise 

ingredient 

11 Start of a holy 
name 

12 Fashion mode 

13 ‘Hyperion’ poet 
is Friend of Nancy 
22 Some antiques 
a* Enumeration 

abbr, 

28 Helped with a 
line 

2 TBrynhlltfs 
brother, in myth 
28 Tiny, informally 

31 Yummy 

32 Dental worker 
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nnaasEn aaniaas 
□seoqbs aaaaasa 
□Qsaaaa anaanaa 
eqb Q0B0inn3 aaa 
naasa ana otaaaa 
ehuob Hcinnja naaa 
BQQnaaa annaama 
ass nan 
QwQQBao aaaaasg 
□□as Q0ESQ nasa 
□ansa aas sanaa 
□ua aaaaaaa ana 
03BOEEB aaaaaaa 
sQdaaas assaaaa 
aaaaaa aaaaaa 
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s& What a folder 

E5Dangerou3 

wouldmsay 

diptferan 

34 Little Wck 
aTDtscomfiCng 

DOWN 

4t Like water or 
wind 

1 ffltet-doun 

42 Gives a hand 

beginner 

*4 Org. with many 

zWritewittia 

schedules 

petit 

46 Leatt buggy 
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Q New York Times/Edited by Will Shortz. 


3 -The Battle With 
the Sum’ 
author 
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Clooney's 
‘Botch — 

5 Red-carpet 
reception 


47 Crossing swords 

48 Sang-froid 

48 Dragon's Hood, »Responsesto 
®4I- some case 

si Job for a tailor s« Frank or Bancs 

53 Chimp in 58 South Korea's 

space floh — Woo 
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Soccer Isn’t One of the Paris Sights 

Even After the World Cup, French Capital Lacks a Serious Team 


By Peter Berlin 

International Herald Tribune 


P ARIS — Less than a year ago, 
Paris was (be capital of world 
sports and a million people danced 


TVbb GanMgam hnAw 

Hermann Maier crashing into a gate in the super-G final Thursday. He 
placed seventh, but won the seasonal championship in the discipline. 


slalom. But Maier is a weaker slalom 
skier than fee two Norwegians and has 
said he would not ski in the slalom this 
weekend. Since he trails by 102 points 
and can pick up a maximum of 100 in 
giant slalom, that would concede fee 
overall title to one of fee Norwegians. 

Late Thursday, however, it seemed 
. (hat Austrian team officials bad pres- 
sured Maier into racing both the final 
two events. “Hermann goes to the sla- 
lom, it’s 99 percent fixed,” said Man- 
fifed KimmeL a spokesman for the Aus- 
trian team. 

Maier said that a tailwind in super-G 
helped skiers who raced upright, but not 
himself since he skis in a tuck position. 

With most eyes on fee top three in the 
overall World .Cup standings, the Aus- 
trians swept the first three places in fee 
super-G on Thursday. Maya finished in 
I minute, 28.71 seconds, followed by 
Andreas Schifferer in 1:29.06 and Josef 
StrobI in 1:29-53. 

The women' s super-G was postponed 
from Thursday to Friday because of high 
winds on the course. 


on the Champs Elysees to celebrate win- 
ning a soccer game. 

In fee months since France won the 
World Cup, it has been difficult to sus- 
tain the illusion that this is a soccer city. 
London has six clubs in fee English 
Premier League. Madrid has Real, the 
world club champion, and Ailetico. 
Romc has Lazio, fee Sens A leader, and 
-Roma, one of its chief pursuers. Berlin is 
unified behind resurgent Herfea. Paris, 
meanwhile, has had Baruum & Bailey 
FC performing soccer slapstick at one 
end of town and the empty Stade de 
France at the other. 

Yet for one night, Paris imitated a city 

wife a passion for soccer. Red Star, a 
second-division team, rented fee Stade 
for its match against St Etienne on Wed- 
nesday. Ninety minutes later, Paris St 
Germain, fee pratialiing first division 
club, kicked on against Nantes at Parc 
des Princes. An enterprising fan wife a 
car could, if the pinpMrique flowed 
smoothly, see most of both games. A 
journalist from L’Equipe, the French 
sports daily, did just that He took along 
an anglophone hitchhike r. 

The double-header was not unprece- 
dented. Racing Gab and Stade Fran- 
chise used to share fee old Parc des 
Princes and would, on occasion, play 
back-to-back, offering fans two first- 
division games for fee price of one tick- 
et But those two dabs have long since 
tumbled from sight to be replaced by 
PSG, whose history has been pock- 
marked wife financial problems and 
mercurial changes of fortune. 

Red Star, by contrast is one ofFrance’s 
oldest dubs. It is based in St Ouen, a 
working-class suburb sandwiched be- 
tween the Paris city boundary and St 
Deus, home of fee Stade de France, ft has 
won the French cun five times but is now 
floundering at fee bottom of the second 
division and is lucky to attract 3,000 fans 
to a game. On Wednesday, 45,000 came 
to see ft try fee Stade for size. It’s a safe 
bet that the extra 42,000 didn't crane to 
see the hapless home team. 

The crowd broke (he record for a 
second-division match — 42,584 — set in 
1985 by Wednesday’s visitors, St 
Etienne, the club that dominated French 


soccer in fee 70s. St Etienne remains one 
of fee biggest draws in French soccer. 

There was also something feat Gaetan 
Desruelles, fee Stade de France director- 
general, 'called fee “Stade effect,” This 
is, after all, a stadium whose official 
tours draw thousands of visitors even 
when uotiucg is happening there. 

* ‘The Stade de France showed that it is 
an attraction, whatever fee nature of fee 
event” Desruelles said Wednesday. 

The ticket prices — from 43 francs (S7) 
to 63 francs — helped too. The ap- 
proaches to the ground teemed with 
schoolchildren. Inside, fee ring of ex- 
ecutive boxes was deserted. Ibe spon- 
sors’ guests and nouveau fens who made 
up such a large part of every World Cup 
crowd also were missing. Even though 
35.0CW seats were empty, there were prob- 
ably more lifelong soccer supporters in 
fee Stade than for any previous match. 

Even so, the fans struggled to create 
an atmosphere in fee huge! bowl of a 
stadium. Afterward, St Etienne players, 
who play their home games in fee im- 
posing Geoftrey-Guichard Stadium, 
complained of the lack of intimacy. 

The stadium also performed the 
double trick of making the players look 
smaller yet magnifying their many er- 
rors. They were, after all, treading in tbe 
bootprints of France and Brazil. 


r^T. ETIENNE WON, 2-1, to 
strengthen its grip on first place in 
WJ the division and push Red Star 
closer to relegation from the second di- 
vision. If it slips down a division, its 
hopes of becommg the permanent tenant 
would be put on bold. Stade authorities 
have said they won’t settle fra less than a 
second-division team. They also say fee 
club should have an annual budget of 50 
million francs, a tiny amount in modem 
sports, bat it could pose problems for Red 
Star, which has a budget of 35 million 
francs. Even so. it plans to be back. 

“We will try fee experiment again 
before fee end of fee season,” said iean- 
Cl&ode Bras, fee club president “This 
test has been a huge success.’ ’ 

The Stade de France is a glittering 
sports palace in one of fee capitals poorer 
and uglier suburbs. In the ritzy 16th dis- 
trict of Paris, PSG makes its home in an 
ugly, minimalist, claustrophobic concrete 
bowl: the unprincely Parc des Princes. It 
is easy to understand why. 

On Wednesday, PSG drew a declared 
attendance of 40,640. In truth, many of 


fee 24,000 season ticket holders have 
stopped showing up, and there were 
patches of empty seats along the frj 
sides of fee grotuuL where tickets costup 
to 300 francs. But the two ends, where 
fee younger and rowdier fans congreg- 
ate, were full- The noise they made, 
feough wife a harsher, more disappoint- 
ed edge than at fee Stade de France. 
fiUedfee arena. It is difficult to imagine 
a visiting player saying he wanted more 
intimacy wife fee “Boulogne Boys.” 

The . New York Knicks basketball 
warn and the New York Rangers ice 
hockey ream -still have to adjust their 
schedule when fee circus cranes to 
Madison Square Garden each spring. 
This season, Canal Plus, (he French tele- 
vision network that owns PSG. seems to 
have taken the process a step further: 
PSG has become the circus. 

The squad changes with dizzying 
speed. Sometimes players seem to be 
signed for marquee value rather than 
their ability to win games: Come see the 
amazing Nigerian Ball Juggler! The 
Mighty German Defender! Tbe Italian 
Striker Who Wears Blue Gloves! AndfC- 
you don't like them, never mind, feey^t 
all be gone by the summer, replaced by 
new acts. Even fee ring masters are 
switched every few months as Canal 
Plus desperately works through fee 
ranks of & executives in search of one 
who knows something, anything, about 
[turning a soccer club and each nejv 
president quickly fires the coach and 
then fires the next one, too. 

Meanwhile. PSG slides down, fee 
French league. On Wednesday, it drew, 
0-0, wife Names in a dreary game feat 
left it 12th in the 18-team league. 

It was a match that raised doubts. If 
this was fee best soccer Paris can offer, 
then it still isn’t a soccer city. 

■ Batistuta Inspires Fiorentina 

Gabriel Batistuta returned from injury 
and inspired Fiorentina to a place in the 
Italian cup final. Batistuta came on in the 
66th minute, after Bologna had taken a 2- 

2. He did not score b^^^Bologt^ 
defenders, freeing teammates. Fiorentina 
looked more confident with its ace on fee 
field, and scored twice in extra time to 
draw, 2-2, and win 4-2 overall. 

•Dwight Yorke scored a goal in each 
half Wednesday as Manchester United 
beat Chelsea, 2-0, in an FA Cup 
quarterfinal replay. (AP. Reuters) 


Scoreboard 


BASEBALL 


completed. No matter, all is forgiven by 
a great part of fee public. 

“Everything is going well," he said. 
“I’m happy. I’m feeling familiar sen- 


EXHinrrtoN Baseball 


WEDtCOMY RESULTS 
Tororto*. Tampa Boy 1 
Boston (rJ 3. BaOtmore 1 Ho 

Boston (ss) 6, New York Ymkeeslssll 

Toub 7, Minnesota i. 10 Innings 

PMado8tto4OmianO0 

Kansas CBy (a) 6. Lob Angeles 5 

Now York Vtantaxs to*) B, PiftoOutyh * 

OKtandlia Detroit 5 

Kansas CBy Css) li Bari dabs) < 

Florida (ss) 9, MonfraoJ S 

Houston 10 l Atlanta 7 

St Louis % New York Mels 2 

Arizona 13, Oakland 2 

Qricogo WNteSax 7, Colorado 5 

5eaWe4Aft9Mwkee2 

San Fnndsas^ Anahehn 5 

QwBgoOL>b5l7,San Diego 3 


H KrtgftM 44 74? ft Manning 6-123-4 15, 
GogBotta 7-17 2-2 16. Rebounds: Oevetand 
ST (Kemnllt. PtoenteN (Morris 9). Assists: 
Cfevntand 24 CKifigM 97. Phoanht 14 (Kidd 
ffl. 

ULOgpera U IS 2S 16-75 

LA. p#rwf 18 17 34 22— 94 

Otpperc Murray 8-15 3-3 21. Taytor 3-129- 
12 15? LatatsOWeol 12-23 7-12 31, far 6-13 
3-5 15. Rebounds: Las Angeles 40 (Wright 
Taylor 6), Lakers 71 (PNeaf 131. Assists: 
Cttopen 12 (Neri»y4), La ken 17 (Bryant Few 
41. 
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BASKETBALL 


NBA Stanmnqs 


ATLANTIC WV1SZC* 

W L Pel SB 


14 4 JOO >6 


XavferB6rTbtocta84 
Rutgers S&Hnfstra 45 
Ctemsor 77, Georgia 57 
OMDomWon 75 SMtnHall 56 
Wake Forert 73. Alabama 57 
Princeton 54. Georgetown 47 
North Carolina Stale 92. Praridenoe B6 
Butter StBnodtey 50 
Nebraska liNLV 55 

Colorado 65, Peppenflne 61 
Colorado St m. Mississippi St. 56 
TesasQntsfian 72. Kansas Slate 71 
Wyumfcg ffl, Southern Cofifwnia 77 
Depart 69, Northwestern 64 
Caffarnla T9, Fresno state 71 
, Oregon £7, Georgia Tech 64 


fine Period: D-Meuwendyk 17 (Verireeto 
Zobov] Cpp). 2, D-Cartnmeau 3 (LehBnen, 
Hatched X tMtarstaS 11 (Owmben, 
Nteuwendytd Second Perkxfc D-Verbcek 16 
(ReM. Zubov] % D- Ntomendytt » 
(Chambers. Zobov] (pg). 6, E-> Laraque 3 
(UadgittV tMSddafi 7, D-Modano 27 
(Malvichak, LeMinenJ A D-ModanoZakW. 
9, E-Marc#KmJ 10 (Hamrfik, NMmoal (ppJ 
Third Period— 10. E-Undgran4 (Weight) n. 
E-Undgren 5 (Geerin, Hawfik] Shots on 
goat £-6-10-9—25. D- 7-6-9— 21. Godtess E- 
Esscnsa. SHatenkov. D-Beribur. 

Vnasawr .413 6—4 

AmMai 2 2 4 0—4 

First Period: A-Drury 4 (Mclnoh) 2, A-, 
Kortyo 28 (Mdanifr Racddn) tpp). Sensed 
Period: A-Setanm 37 (Rucddn Oaosuri) 
Cpp). 4 V-Aucstn 17<Nosltmd. OMuraO (pph 
S. A-Kariyo 29 (RuccMu Otausson] dm). 
TUrd Period: V-HaMcn 1 (Schoeta. 
Srartmift. 7. V-Nasfmd33 ffWoraO tort, a 
V-Yorfc 6 (Uuchtt NastomO. Owrtl n t s. 
None. Shots oe goal: V- 12-84W— 28. Ar 15- 
16-11-3— 4& Gordies: V-Weefcej.A-fWxrt. 


CYCLING 


PAMV-IbCE 


TENNIS 


Loxftig pieces Wfodaesday 202-fcm (125- 
mite),4tti stage tram News to Vichy. 

1. LnomdRoug France Cmh» S Imirv 4 
minutes. 46 searads. ' 

2- Jo Ptanckoert Belgium Lotto, 8 sec. be- 
Wnd. 

3. Stephana Henlat Renat Ftanarise des 

Jean, srsne Arm. * 

4. Jem VWjt Germany, ciw!B Agrioofo *3 « 

5. Poota SovokhdJL ttnty. Sacca aj. Nt 

• Landing pieoof Thursday (llB* 

mBo). Sth stage (rtwiCusson » Flnoinj. J 

1. Sorrifago Baton* GofcmMo. Kefam few 
hours. 43 adnotes.58 seconds. 

2. Michael Baogeril, Neftu Rabobank, si * 

3. Marc Vtaetem Betgton. Rabobank, p 
seconds betwm. 

4. (Utrertofl dan Bokfcer, Ndh* Rabobank, it 
5-GhJScno Ftguems, ttofy,Mop«L sJ. \ 

overs* 1-Boogwd.M boors. Z7 minute. 
2asaQomh;Z.AndreiTchmIL Belgium, Lotto, 
16 seconds behind; 3. Wnetem 24 seconds 
boMmfc4.DeoBakk»&5eamttebflh(nib5i 
Axel Mentor, Belgium, MapeL 79 seconds 
behind 


WBHESDAT M MHAH WILLS. CALK 


ALPINE SKIING 


PMarfefetoa II 8 .579 3 

New York 10 I JS6 3» 

Washington B ID 444 5% 


ICE HOCKEY 


9 438 5W 


New Jersey 3 15 .167 10W 

CENTRAL MVRION 


NHL Standinqs 


Miftrautee 12 5 -706 ‘A 


Detroit 

Aflmta 

OmtajW 

Taranto 

Otarkrite 

Chicago 


8 -579 7Vi 

9 S00 4 

9 471 4V, 

10 375 6 

12 J5* 7H 

13 2K 8 


Hew Jersey ■ 
PHkKWpNo 
PBtsbingh 
N.Y. Rangers 
N.Y.bdaadera 


ATLANTIC WVtStOM 
W L T Ph 
36 21 8 80 
I 30 19 16 76 

33 22 9 75 
s 28 29 B 64 

ra 19 38 9 47 


Utah 

Minneso ta 

Houston 


IfiDWEST DIVISION ' 

W L Pet GB 

■ 14 4 -778 — 

12 6 , .667 2 

11 8 479 3H 


NORTHEAST DMStOn 

W L T Pts GF GA 
38 18 8 84 194 134 
36 24 5 77 209 IBS 
29 22 13 71 17D 143 


San Antonio . 
Dallas 

Denver 

11 

6 

5 

M 

14 

S79 

M0 

M3 

3K 

9 

916 

Boston 28 26 10 66 

Atertna) 25 31 9 59 

SOUTH EAST Dmsrofi 

165 

155 

148 

174 

Vancouver- 

4 

15 

'Jn 

KM 


W L T 

PH 

«4= 

GA 

PACmC DMSKHt 


Carotna 

29 24 13 

71 

170 

161 

Portland 

15 

3 

433 

_ 

Ftotfcfa 

23 24 T7 

63 

165 

172 

LA. Lakers 

15 

6 

-714 

)te 

WasMngten 

27 32 5 

59 

169. 

171 

Phoenix 

10 

9 

-5*5 

5V, 

Tampa Boy 

15 44 5 

35 

137 

239 

Seoffle 

9 

9 

JOB 

6 

wmi™ conn* 

«K 

■ 


Saonmanlo 

9 

10 

474 

06 

CCNTRAL DIVI8KM 



Golden State 

8 - 

10 

AM 

f 

r 

W L T 

Pts 

GF 

GA 

LA. Ogpers 

a 

17 

.000 

14V4 

Detroit 

32 27 6 

70 

193 

167 


sBcononouNO 

Chris Woodiuft, Knandte, U&, def. Paul 
Haariiefek Nefberiarafe 7-601-9), 6-3. 

Greg Rusedski (IQ. Britain, daf. Scott 
□repeo AuSroBtL 6-3. 6-3. 

Mark PhfllppOBssJs, AuetraSa, ML Am 
Corntta C3l.Sptrin.4HS, 7-46-2. 

Moral Safin, Russto, def. Justtn GtaeistoA 
U^.6-2, 7-A (7-0- 

Todd Martin (ID. UX del. Frandm 
Oaiet Spafe, 6-Z 34 7-6 (7-4). 

Matato Rios (6), Qto, def. Cedric PfaBiw 
Franca 7-6 (7-3),fr-1. 

Kami Ku com (12). Store Wtv def. Ltoyton 
HewOrAostraBa, 7-5,63. 

XovtorMoflisa Betgtotn, def. Goran Ivan- 
teeric(14),Croatla,7^(ll-9).6-3- 

RJcfwrd KtoScokraj.Nettiertantls.rief.JoJv 
MkiOUGamtM. UJS, 6-70-7), 7-£ 7-5. 

JanStoraorink, Nettier taste , daf. Fernando 
MeUgeuL BrazB, 6-4, 2-4 6-4. 

data Moya (4), Sprrin, def. Jbn Courier, 
UJS^ 7-6 (B-6), 6-4. 

FeBK ManfJkfc Spakv daf. Fafe Sampras 
ni,Ui,7-6(W),3^63. 


World Cur Finals 


1. Christian Moyer. Austria- 1 robwte>BD1. 

3. Andreas SchifTcrer, Austria 1 J9.06. 

3. Josef Sfrobt Austria 1:2953. 

4. Lasse Khu. Norway, 1 29 J4. 

S.Staw Lodiws Stettmtand 1 09 J9. 

6- Fmrftfe Nyberg, Sweden, 139.83. 

7. Itarot ann Mrrierv Austria 13955. 

A Jernef fCofator, Siovenfa 1 39-97. 

9. Bsntonrin Rntah, Austria, 1-30.15. 
ia Fritz Straw, Austria, laois. 

•upbms: i. H. Motor. J16 futabe 2- 
Stephan Ebertnrter, Austria 330; 3. SdtT'. 
tern, mb 4. C Mnyer, 252; 5. Hans KnairiV 
Austria 233; 6. Rainer Satzgeber, Austria 
212J 7. »» 8. Frtz StrobI, 178r9. KJeO 

Ante Aanodt Norway. 167; 10. Looter, 157) 
(ne*0 Pout Accota, SwOreriamt 157. 
OVKRALL: 1. Kins l^ofe 7, Aarouft UT7i 
3. H. Motor, 1,307) 4. Eberiiarter, 1,0397 5. 
Scbffferer, 901; 6. Knausa Zh 7. C Mayen 
697r8. Werner Franz. Aostria4l4r 9. AUrtwel 
Von Graenigea SerttzariaacL 60S; ia Betv- 
jmrtn Raidb Austria 57S. 


WBUIESDVy H MDUN WELLS, CALJR 


Cbariatto 16 2* u 18- to 

P ModMphta 28 15 27 23- 85 

D PhHs 7-17 14 1&. Miner 6-11 2-2 1* P: 
bmson 10-26 3-6 25. RatBtT 6-9 5-6 
l7JMeeBdc Chariottr 46 (ShoddefeRf Id, 
PhBadelptiia 68 CRaMf 13). Assists: 

Otari otto 23 (Wester 8L PUkxtofehfe 19 
(tenon 7). 

Nev Jersey 23 23 17 19—82 

ta dtatn 29 20 25 19-93 

NJ- Gfll 8-179-11 2& Van Hora 6-159-10 
22; t Stalls 9-17 2-2 2U Maflh! 6-9 44 17. 
Rebeoadta New Jersey 56 (wnaarns n), 
Indiana 59 CDDavta Portlns 8). Assists: 
New Jersey 16 (Evans 5), Indiana 20 
(Jackson 9). 

Defter! 24 12 23 28- 87 

WasUngtaa 23 27 24 21— 97 

D:HB«>154<516 l S1ncMiQuse6-132.214; 
W: Howard 9-19 44 22. Mdnnte 8-10 M 19. 
Rebetwfc . EtoMt 53 UWMaras 1)V 
Washington 42 (Hcwrud 11}. AsstsbrDetnrif 
20 (Harrisr 7}. UMringtan (HohkbiI rt, 
Aflarta » 22 10 28-78 

Mfeed 23 19 34 22-88 

A: Craerfonl 6*7 2-3 H SraBIl 5-13 34 13; 
Ha HorditoBjr 7-182-221, Mourning 6-184-9 
u. Rebounds: Atlanta 5? (Wot 8), Micro! 49 
(Mourning IS. Assists: Atlanta 17 (Johnson 
AMknrirtOtaRtoiMqrS. 

Seattle S 25 21 26-97. 

MBmoftM 38 17 33 21—101 

S: Payton 8-20 3-4 21, Sduempf 6-8 5-6 17, 
EBb 5-1354 171 AIL RoWrMn9-15 3-322, HRI 
fi-10 (-2 19. Alton 6-M JU 19Mbmdx 
Seattle 4$ (Sdrrerapf 14), MSmnrfcce 52 
(Johnson 9). Antott: Seattle 24 (Payton 8), 
MBmutoeZQ (Brandon 9). 

Orintfs 21 17 2* 13-79 

StalMMto » 21 19 13-91 

Q: Harttoway 8-1 5 5-7 22, Anderson 6-21 3- 
417) 5A:Rof]tasan 7-145919, Jofmion 8-15 
DO 14. Btertads: Orlando 40 (Hardowoy 77, 
Sen Aiaonto 46 (Donenn 11). Asshdsi 
Oriando 18 (Hontowoy 73, San Antonio 28 
(Johnson >7. 

Osi e l H 23 22 23 T8-84 

Phoenix 22 16 20 15— 73 

G Korop 8-12 2-4 it Henderson 6-12 2-2 


Nashvitte 

Chicago 


Cotoroda 

Edmonton 


22 37 6 5Q 153 Z13 
19 37 9 47 147 200 

HorntMear nvmoN 

H L T PH GF SA 
33 24 8 74 180 161 
25 30 10 60 182 175 

24 30 10- 58 )72 M2 
19 35 11 49 158 204 

PftORCDIVmiN 


QUARTEWWALS 

Cbonda Rubin. UiL def. Martina Hingis 
ft), SwrtmtantJ,6-3, 7-6 (7-2). 

StrtBGrof CS), (^fraarty, daf. Jana Novotna 
(4), Crodi RepvbSc 6-2, 64L 

Semnd WBOonts. UA, ML Maty Ptarce (ffl. 
Franca 74L 7-6 (7-1). 

Sandrine Testud a 2), Franca del Hen- 
rtoto Naayoxa. Sfcwnfda 6- 1, 6-3. 


CRICKET 


mwzuuAmvs. sown uetu 

SWOOMD T**T. FHOTIMY . 

nnmecMcr or cwwtchubch. m. t. 
New Zealand: Brat inns, 168 aB oat 
South Africa: Hist inns, 544 


transitions 


Mas 

Ptioonts 

Anaheim 

5r»Jdse 

LosAngtoes 


W L T Fl> 
41 12 10 92 
31 23 10 72 
30 25 10 70 

23 28 M 60 

24 36 5 53 
nsurmoai 


SOCCER 


Chetoea X Manchester unfed 2 


Pittsburgh ’ M J 14 

Ceroihxi 0 2 0 8-2 

F&it Pitied: None. Second Ported: 
Caradna, Kapanea 20 (MaBk. Fronds) 2. 
CanttHi KrtHttoa 21 (GeSnas. Wratoy) 
TUrd Period: P-Hrtflno 10 (SJeijri 4, P-Sjiata 
32 (Long,- TOort OeerttMK & P-MBter 17 
(JaacStogi) Sbetora grab P- 4.7-13-2-35. 
COrnBno 84-74-21. CoaBes : P-Starant 

Canrihnlr&e. 

Wane 111-3 

N.Y. Rangers 0 8 0-0 

M PeriWb D-Ydshta 36 (Safe, DacfceU) 
(PP). Sacaad Pen** D-PWdt 3 (Bonk, 
Hosts) ntnt Perfnfc 0-Yas«n 37. ten). 
Shots on goat OlS-l 1-7-33. New York 6- 
12-U—29- Gaetttac O^iodos. New York, 
©drier. 

Nalntb 8 11-4 

QknBo 0 .9 3—6 

F list Period: None. Second Period: O 
Amonto30 (Qtoflas, ZhataiKrO 2,C-Oonwnr 
3 (Doib Mortta) X NotbriBe, Brtdetooa 11 
(Stoned TJfed PeriMt Nabrflb RbgertM , 
11 (Vapat BartefaniJ 5. C-Meutta 2 (OareJ 
SrOO. & C-Zhawnov 13 (CNartb Gttmourt 
(pp). 7, C-KDger 13 CZtwmnov, TNbaalt) 
ten). Shots so fMfcNaUwBe 3*104— 21. c> 

1 4-10-14— 30. Cartas: Nastndte Dimtan. 
C-ThfearA 

Erineatan 8 2 3-4 

OeSas t 4 0—7 


Darby £ Aston VUa 7 

Nottfegharn Forest I, Neeaafie 2 

Leeds 2, Tottenham 0 

Bladdram 1, Erarian2 

taiwwmns: AAoKheater United 57, Anen- 

rt S3. OttHua S3. Leeds Aston VBa 44, 

ttortiy £1. wfanbMon 4a West Horn 4a Li* 
wpod » NowenstteSa, Tottenham 36, Shet 
Md Wednesday 33 MMdtesbrwJ! » 
l^lcasler 33, Everton 31, Cavmky 30. 
awaonv. Skidtefli 16. Southampton 26. 
- NaWngham Forest 17. 

nnainirMviimi 

Ler»l,MoHfpeflfwO 

Lortantl, Rentes 1 

LyanZAnemT 

Monaco a Mott 0 

Paris SaW-GcrmalnCl.NontcaO 

StaKiwupfl L BajtfaT 

Taaloasea LcHmrreO 

Bontooux Sii Mawle S5r 
Lyon 4» Monaat4Sb Rennes 41; Montes 4 fc 
Mantp^ 33; Bcsto 32) Aomsto 
xli*! -1 W Sfratewg 2£y 

Toutouw JiLofwrrf 2s Nancy 2* Le Havre 
23;Sadtauxi9. 


NATKNAL BASKETBALL ABSOCWnoM . 
CHflOLOTTE— Traded G dsn Rk» F JJl. 
Rrid md G BJ. Armstrong to L. A, Lcfeers tM 
G Eddie Jones and F Eldon compba^ 
Wrtved F Joe Wolf. Signed FTravto WBTiams 
to 10-day contract 

L4. CLVMAS— Ptoced G Sbernran 
Dougte and F Brian SWoneron infored fat 1 
Artvttted C Mldiae) Okwrdundl and G Port 
racftnntamftomjrtuwdsst 
LA. uucers— Wbted F Corie BteunfandG 
BJ.Armtlrang. AdSvated F Ruben Prtttereon 
Irani Injered Rat. 

KJ-Hsrs-Wolved G Do«>9 Overton. 
soauuuxn- mind F Ray Ora. 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL POOTBAU. LEAGUE 
BALTMtoes — SJgnod TE Aaron Plens to 
contract 

«WBH BAY— Signed LB Toran James. 
JAOBOHWUC-JJrfeflBdd DT Jaw 

Whflo s BWne MeEhrwny, OL MOtfc Nod 

and OL Todd Forthom. 

Kansas OTY-Signed LB Lament HofSrt- 
Write 2jyearcimtBict. 

PiTTMuaeM— RocjgnedFB Jan Wttmdh 

te3-ywrar*Kt 


Writobraga We«er Btewn 1 

mUUHOBP 

B -WWFWALa 

Fbnnltea 2 , BrtognQ 2 , AET 


MAMocttg— R red MBoe Deane m tM 
basfcethaJI coach. ^ 

notke dame— A nnaancxd the risigmriioti 
of JataiMocLeod. mars' botetortcaoch.- 
Pnrna mm— N amed BenHowtandmetfs 
hoatedbaDcoadL 

S6 WT louis— A rniog need rdfreneitf U 
ChatfleSgooDhoer. mem basketball coachl 
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Defeat Ties Record for Worst Season Opening 


Alik i 


if.*- 

"''fa. 


By Lonnie White 

Los Angeles Times Service ■ 

t$ ; INGLEWOOD, California — After 
failing short of the marie five seasons 
. ago, the Los Angeles Clippers finally 
earned a spot in the NBA record book for 
. consecutive losses to begin a season. 

Although the Los Angeles Lakeis did 
. their bestto spoil the moment by playing 
-■down to the level' of their, cross town 

■ rivals, it was not enough to prevent the 
Clippers from losing their 17th consec- 
utive game, 94-75; on Wednesday. It was 
the ninth straight victory for the Lakers. 

• The Clmpers, who lost 16 in a row to 

Open the 1994-95 season, are tied with 
Miami for the league record, set in 1988r 
89, the Heat's first season. 

- If there ever was a gam© for the Clip- 
pers to win. tbeir final meeting again# 
the Lakers this season was the one. Not 
rally did they catch the Lakers short- 
handed and playing their most lethargic 
since Kurt Rambis took over as 
Ipacht-ejght games ago. but they also 
Tjekl a doable-digit lead for the first tiny. 
this year. 

■ “We stayed with them for three quar- 
1 teas and then we fell mart,” said 
Maurice Taylor, a Chpper forward. “It 
really doesn't anger me. It just disap- 
points me. We haven't been able to play 
■the kind of basketball we know we are 
able to play.” 

IfShaquille O'Neal had not shown up, 
Taylor may have been celebrating. 
O’Neal played 34 minutes and had a 
game-high 31 points and 13 rebounds. 

. Playing with a limited roster because 



of the trade earlier in the day of Eddie 
Jones and Hden Campbell to the Char- 
totte Hornets for Glen Rice and J.R. 
Reid (who were not at the game) and BJ. 
Armstrong, (who was waived after the 
trade), die Inkers won the hard way. 

Dennis Rodman played only seven, 
minutes before being thrown out in the 
mid quarter. Rodman, who had six re- 
bounds, was notin the game at the time 
and had his warm-dp top on, but said one 
too m any wrads to an official, who had 

already called a technical on Rodman in 

the first half 

The play of the Lakers was so ugly 
that Forum fans sarcastically chanted 
Eddie, Eddie, Eddie” in tribute to 
Jones.. 

The Clippers, who held their biggest 
■lead of the season at 29-18 in the second 
quarter, led, 52-47, midway in the third 
quarter before the Lakers woke up. 

Triggered by a lucky three-point bas- 
ket by Robert Horry, who was attempt- 
ing a lob pass to O’Neal under the basket, 
the Lakera ontscared the Clippers, 47- 
25, over the game's final 18 minutes. 

In other games, The Associated Press 
reported: 

. Toot* 85, Korattt m 70 In Philadelphia, 
Allen Iverson had 25 points, seven assists 
and five steals as the 76ers beat a Char- 
lotte team that dressed only nine players 
because of the trade with the Lakers. 

wizard* 97, 87 Juwan Howard 

had 22 points and 11 rebounds as Wash- 
ington beat visiting Detroit. 

Pact** 93, N*t* 82 In Indianapolis, 
Rik Sinks led Indiana with 20 points and 
New Jersey went nearly eight minutes in 
(he second half without afield goal as the 
Nets suffered their fifth straight loss and 
1 1th setback in 12 games. 



Damn DovatpuraTbe Autxxoed Pins 

ShaquiUe O'Neal, the Los Angeles Lakers' center, swatting away a shot 
by Michael Olowokandi, the rookie center for the Los Angeles Clippers. 


Hwtt 88, Hawks 78 Tim Hardaway 
scored six of his 21 points during a 
decisive 16-2 run at the beginning of the 
third quarter to carry Miami. The Heat 
gained their eighth consecutive victory 
at home. 

Buck* 101, Sonies 97 In Milwaukee, 
Glenn Robinson scored 22 points as the 
Bucks gave their coach, George Karl, a 
victory over his framer team. 


Spun ai. Magic 79 David Robinson 
hit two free throws in the final 18.5 
seconds — his only points of the second 
half, and die only points by anyone in the 
final 4:47 — to lift San Antonio to 
victory over visiting Orlando. 

Cavaliers 86, Sum 73 Shawn Kemp 
scored 18 points and Cedric Henderson 
got all 14 of his points in die second half 
as Cleveland won in Phoenix. 


Oklahoma State Upends Syracuse as Tourney Opens 


QwynWA* Oar Dhptacha 

} INDIANAPOLIS — Desmond Mason 
teamed 28 points and Adrian Peterson 
radded 21 to lead ninth-seeded Oklahoma 
' State to a 69-61 victory over eighth- 
deeded Syracuse m the frm round of the 
NCAA basketball tournament Thursday. 

Peterson, who matched his career- 
high of five 3-pointers, hit his first two 
-shots behind the arc to put his team 
'ahead, 6-0, in the South Regional con- 


test Syracuse, hurt by cold shooting 
from the free- throw line late in the game, 
caught the Cowboys only once at 57-57. 
Joe Adkins then hit a 3-pointex to put the 
Cowboys (27-14) ahead to stay. 

In the second round on Saturday, 
Oklah oma State will play die winner of 
No. 1 Auburn vs. No. 16 Wmthrop. 

Etan Thomas, who led the Orangemen 
with 21 points, missed three-of-five at- 
tempts from the foul line in the final 


3:32. Oklahoma State, meanwhile, made 
hs crucial foul shots. Glendon Alex- 
ander and Mason hit both ends of a 
bonus opportunity in the final minute. 

Syracuse (21-12) started cold, hiding 
just five of its first 19 attempts from the 
field. The Orangemen were able to stay 
in die game with the help of 12 Okla- 
homa Stale turnovers in the first half and 
trailed 33-30 at the break. 

Jason Hart scored 17 for Syracuse. 


i_ , DiM aggio Is Eulogized in Private Ceremony 


The Associated has ' ' 

SAN FRANCISCO — Joe DiMag- 
gio, the New York Yankee great whose 
baseball skills and marriageto Marilyn 
Monroe helped make him an American 
icon, was eulogized Thursday by Iris 
brother, Dominick, at Saints Peter & 
Paul Church in a private funeral mass. 

Seven limousines pulled up to the 
church at about 10 AM. under a sunny 
sky, bringing about 50 family members 
and friends to the service. Bud Selig, 
the UjS. baseball commissioner, was 
among the mourners. -Six pallbearers, 
including DiMaggio’s estranged son, 
Joseph Paui DiMaggio Jr., carried the 
brown casket covered with white 


Bowers into the church. The services 
lasted just over an hour. When DtMag- 
gio’s casket was carried outside to a 
waiting hearse, a crowd of about 200 
onlookers applauded. 

The church, whose twin steeples 
tower -over the North Beach neigh- 
borhood in which DiMaggio spent 
most of his drildbood. was closed to 
the public as the Reverend Armand 
Olived led the service for DiMaggio* 

The 79-y ear-old priest, who had 
known DiMaggio since the two grew 
up together, said the service was a 
regular funeral Mass, including Psalm 
23 as well as readings from both the 
Old and New testaments. 


The funeral procession was set to 
pass DiMaggio’s farmer home on 
Beach Street on its way to Holy Cross 
Cemetery in nearly Coima. 

Joe Jr., who had not talked with his 
dad in two years, was DiMaggio’s only 
child. His mother was Dorothy Arnold, 
whom DiMaggio divorced in 1943. 
DiMaggio wed Monroe in 1954, and 
they divorced later that year. 

Morris . Engelberg, DiMaggio’s 
close friend and attorney, said DiMag- 
gio had wanted a private religious ser- 
vice and that his family was deter- 
mined to follow his wishes. That meant 
excluding people such as the Yankees’ 
owner, George Steinbrenner. 


towaTT. Alabama- Binnmgh am 64 Jess 
Settles scored 17 points and Iowa hit 10 
of its first 12 3- point shots as the 
Hawkey es beat Alabama-B irmingham 
in the first round of the NCAA tour- 
nament West Regional in Denver. 

Iowa (19-9), the No. 5 seed, advances 
to play Saturday against the winner of 
die Siena- Arkansas game. 

The victory extended, at least for one 
more game, the Iowa. coaching career of 
Tom Davis, who has led the Hawkey es 
to nine NCAA tournaments in 13 sea- 
sons. Davis was told last year that his 
contract would not be renewed after this 
season. 

•' Alabama-Birmingham (20=12) never 
led, but the 12th~seeded Blazers made 
several runs in the second half behind the 
scoring of Red Williams and De Wayne 
Brown. Williams finished with 26 points 
and 14 rebounds and Brown scored 16. 

Back-to-back 3 -pointers by Damon 
Cobb within' a 27-second span got 
Alabama-B inningham within 54-53 
with 7:44 left. 

Maryland 82, Valparaiso 60 Maryland, 

among the favorites to reach the Final 
Four, defeated Valparaiso in Orlando, 
Florida, in a first-round South Regional 
game. 

The Terrapins got 17 points from the 
guard Steve Francis. They advanced to 
face the winner of a later game Thursday 
between Creighton and Louisville. 

(AP, Bloomberg) 


It’s Madness to Believe 
NCAA Players Graduate 


By Ira Berkow 

Vw Yort Tones Service 

NEW YORK — March Madness is a 
catchy, alliterative phrase designed to 
draw attention — preferably pecuniary 
— to the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association's Division I men’s basket- 
ball tournament, which began Thursday 
at eight sites around the United States. 

I don't recall it being called March 
Madness until a handful of years ago, 
when it became a big-time attraction on 
television, having swelled from a dozen 
or so teams to 64, a tournament big 
enough to choke a horse. 

Part of the madness — which is ac- 
tually pretty sane for the TV network, 
the organizers and the schools, since 

Vantaoi Point 

they stand to make millions of dollars 
from ir — is demonstrated by rite TV 
cameras focusing on some of the bril- 
liant students in the crowd who look as if 
they've had buckets of paint, in two and 
three colors, spilled on their heads. Add- 
ed madness is the brassy bands in the 
arena playing deafeningly loud. 

And then there is the basketball itself, 
invariably a wonderful show. The 
Cinderella teams, the buzzer-beaters, the 
Clash of Titans, etc. Bur for all this, there 
is a level of suspended disbelief that is 
necessary to these nutsy pleasures. One 
would like to believe, for instance, that all 
of these basketball players are also true 
students, struggling with their calculus. 

The sad fact is that college basketball 
players have lower graduation rales than 
most students. And the black basketball 
players fare worse than the white bas- 
ketball players. 

In the latest annual survey by the 
NCAA, compiled in November, male 
basketball players continued to graduate 
at rates far lower than other students. 
“Fra the eighth consecutive year,” 
wrote the Chronicle of Higher Educa- 
tion, “the rare of Division 1 male bas- 
ketball players was far below the rate for 
all male students at those institutions, 
which in 1997 was 53 percent.” 

The association found that only 41 
percent of men's basketball players who 
entered college in 1991 had graduated 


within six years, down from 45 percent 
the year before and the second-poorest 
showing since the association began its 
graduation-rate survey. 

'Write male basketball players gradu- 
ated at a rate of 47 percent — their lowest 
total in the NCAA graduation-rate sur- 
vey — compared with the overall gradu- 
ation rate for white male students of 56 
percent. The graduation rate of black 
male players fell to 37 percent in 1997 
from 39 percent in 1996. 

Emerge, a black-oriented magazine, 
has a “Bottom 50“ listing that names 
the 50 worst Division I schools in regard 
to graduation rates for both blacks and 
whiles. Several of this year’s glorious 
March Madness schools are on it, in- 
cluding James Madison, Ohio Stare, 
Syracuse and Cincinnati, all of whom 
have graduated no black players for at 
least five years. And while the first three 
of these schools graduated 67 percent of 
their while players, Cincinnati was an 
equal-opportunity school in having 
graduated no white players, either. 

* ‘The statistics aren't good, and it's a 
dilemma, 1 ' said Kenneth (Buzz) Shaw, 
chancellor of Syracuse University and 
chairman of an NCAA group that is 
studying basketball issues at Division I 
colleges. ‘ ‘We're working on it and hope 
to help improve h.” 

Meanwhile, here comes March Mad- 
ness, that annual assault on the senses, 
wherein for some three weeks we gaily 
suspend disbelief and then return to 
sober reality. 

■ Minnesota Suspends 4 Players 

University of Minnesota officials de- 
clared four basketball players ineligible 
to play, hours before the school's first- 
round game against Gonzaga College in 
the NCAA tournament, saying there was 
evidence to support allegations of aca- 
demic fraud against them. The Asso- 
ciated Press reported from Minneapo- 
lis. 

The four players declared ineligible 
for the game were Kevin Clark, Miles 
Tarver, Antoine Broxsie and Jason Stan- 
ford. Tarver and Clark are starters. 

A former university employee said 
she wrote papers, helped with take-home 
exams and did other course work for 
players from 1993 to 1998. 


10 Years On, Princeton Gets 
Its Revenge on Georgetown 


The Associated Press 

Ten years after Princeton nearly 
shocked Georgetown in the NCAA 
tournament, the Tigers finally beat the 
Hoyas in postseason play. This time, it 
was no surprise. 

Mason Rocca. a junior making his 
first career start, grabbed 1 8 rebounds 

The WIT 

and Brian Earl scored 18 points as 
Princeton beat Georgetown, 54-47. 
Wednesday night in the opening 
round of the National Invitational 
Tournament. 

“I knew I was starting 30 seconds 
before the game," said Rocca, whose 
rebounding total was the most by a 
Princeton player since Bill Bradley had 
21 against Columbia in 1965. “They're 


so tall, you have to keep battling in 
there and you always have to make sure 
you have a body on someone." ' 

In 1989. J6th-seeded Princeton al- 
most pulled off die biggest upset in 
NCAA tournament history before los- 
ing to top-seeded Georgetown by one 
point. Tnis time, the Tigers (21-7) 
were favored over the visiting Hoyas 
(15-16), who finished with their first 
losing record since 1973. 

All five Princeton starters played the 
entire game, while Georgetown sub- 
stituted freely. Princeton's coach. Bill 
Carmody, said the scheduled televisioh 
time-outs helped keep his team fresh. 

“I didn't go in thinking about play- ' 
ing the starters all game,” Carmody 
said. "But you get 2!6-minute breaks 
every four minutes, so nobody should 
really get tired.” 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 
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Cook Your Wine , Sir? 


An Oxford Historian Who Takes It to the People 



Hi** 


By William Grimes 

New York Tmes Service 


N EW YORK — A new 
qwstion is creeping into 


IN question is creeping into 
wine service in New York: 
How do you want that 
cooked? 

For many years, Ameri- 
cans have confounded the test 
of the world by drinking their 
white wines too cold and their 
red wines mo warm. Som- 
meliers no longer hesitate 
when diners ask that a lus- 
cious Corton-Charlemagne 
be plunged into an ice bucket 
They just do it It’s easy. 

Red wine poses a different 
problem since it often arrives 
at the table with a slight chill. If 
the dinars want their wine the 
temperature of a blood trans- 
fusion, and fast, the sommelier 
must resort to wiles, and the 
wiliest wile of afl, it turns out 
is die microwave oven. 

Sometimes it's the custom- 
er. sometimes it's the hard- 
pressed sommelier who 
makes the decision to go nu- 
clear. But it happens. 

“There is no way any som- 
melier is going to admit to 
doing it," said Dan Perlman, 
wine director at Veritas. 
“They'll say, Tve heard of 
it,' like 1 just did. I'm in the 
clear, though, because we 
don’t have a microwave." 

The practice is by no means 
widespread, or even widely 
known, but it is something 
that happens at even the top 
restaurants. Alexis Gan ter, 
wine director at City Wine and 
Cigar, reacted with stunned 
silence when informed about 
the microwave nick. Then he 
let out a long, shuddering sigh 
and moaned, “Oh my God." 

Like other members of the 
“wine is a living thing" 
school, Ganter expressed deep 
fear of this new technological 
breakthrough. Others showed 
a native American willingness 
to at least experiment 


“It makes sense," said 
Ralph Hersom, wine director 
at Le Cirque 2000. “I don’t 
see that it would harm a wine, 
but I'd recommend doing it 
with a younger wine." 

Some fessed up, some ex- 
pressing shame, others not “I 
did it once,*' said Eric Zillier, 
wine director at die Hudson 
River Club. “It was an ’85 
Burgundy from Verget, one 
of my favorites, but I made 
the customer, who was very 
insistent swear he would 
never teU anyone I did it." 

So what if anything, is the 
problem? 

Christian Butzke, an eno- 
logist at the University of 
California at Davis, said: 
“The microwaves are heating 
the water, which is the main 
constituent of wine. If you do 
that for a very brief period — 
10 seconds maximum — no 
other chemical reactions are 


By Alan Riding 

New Tort Times Service 


W INDSOR, England — Niall Ferguson 
likes to joke that he became a historian 


YY likes to joke that he became a historian 
by default “At Oxford, I discovered that I 
couldn’t be a politician, I wouldn't make a 
terribly good journalist, I was a very poor 
double-bass player and I was an absolutely 
appalling actor," he said. “I came to realize 
that what made me happy was to sit in a 
library reading about dead people.’ 7 

His choice of AJP. Taylor as a role 
model, however, suggests he was not exactly 
yearning for seclusion. 41 Alan Taylor was 
the first historian I had ever heard of as a 
schoolboy." he recalled. * ‘and I had heard of 
him because his bools were commercially 
successful and he did television, newspapers 
and radio." At the age of 20, then, even 
before graduating from Oxford, Ferguson 
had understood it was possible to be both a 
respected academic ana something of a pub- 
lic figure. 



going to take place, and noth- 
ing will be destroyed." 


a . 


The same sommeliers who 
shrink before the microwave 
do not mind employing all 
sorts of nontec hnological 
tricks, like running a decanter 
under warm water before 
pouring foe wine in, replacing 
glasses on the table with ones 
dial have just come out of the 
dishwasher, or even putting 
the bottle in the dishwasher. 

Perlman of Veritas has alot 
of stories. There’s foe cus- 
tomer who wanted foe Cham- 
pagne decanted, to get rid of 
those annoying bubbles, and 
one who wanted to add fruit 
juice to his Mouton-Roth- 
schild to make a sangria. Peri- 
man suggested a more modest 
red. The customer said no. He 
wanted a good sangria. 


“You get a sick feeling in 
foe pit of your stomach, but 
you do these dungs," Perlman 
said. “After all, the customer 
is paying for foe bottle." 


did not imagine was that he would achieve 
this double-billing — “The Intelligent Pop- 
ulist," as The Spectator magazine has called 
him — so early in his career. 

Now, just weeks before his 35th birthday, 
he is a Fellow of Jesus College. Oxford, and 
author of an appropriately learned tome, 
“Paper and Iron: Hamburg Business and 
German Politics in the Era of Inflation, 1897- 
1927." But he is also foe most talked-aboul 
British historian of his generation, thanks to 
frequent newspaper articles and interviews 
on television ana radio, along with two new 
books aimed at nonacademic readers. 

“The World’s Banker The History of foe 
House of Rothschild," published as a single 
1309-page book in Britain, has been split 
into two volumes in foe United States, with 
foe first 608-page volume, “The House of 
Rothschild: Money’s Prophets," issued in 
December. Ferguson’s other new book, * ‘The 
Pity of War,” about World War I, which 
appeared in Britain in November, will be 
published in foe United States next month. 

Eager to have the books read, Ferguson 
chose to publish them with commercial 
houses, which helped assure him a large 
number of reviews — almost all excellent — 
as well as a fresh flurry of press interviews. 
The books in themselves also stirred debate 
since both present what historians would 
consider discoveries (for example, that 
Nathan Rothschild was almost bankrupted 


NiaO Ferguson outside Windsor Castle, in front of a statue of Queen Victoria. 


by Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo or that 
Scottish soldiers in World War I routinely 
killed their German prisoners). 

For Ferguson, though, the main difference 
between, say, his Gorman inflation book and 
“The Pity of War" lies in their presentation. 
* ‘Cambridge University Press will produce a 
book that is intimidating to read, the print is 
small, the footnotes are on the page," he 
explained. “Penguin will produce a book 
which has pictures, good charts, looks nice, 
and then they will market it But if you look 
at the texts of foe two books, it’s not that big 
a shift” 

Ferguson knows he is risking the dis- 
approval of his academic peers when he 
reaches out to the general public. “I think it 
is a minus in foe eyes of foe majority of 
academics, who are deeply suspicious of 
‘media dons' as a phenomenon," he said. 

Yet he insists that he is continuing an old 
tradition. “The idea of foe academic as 
somebody who is dedicated purely to schol- 
arly activities, who will address only an inner 
priesthood who speak the higher jatgoo. is a 
very modem idea," he said “I think that, for 
a modem historian, engagement with the 
media is terribly good for you." 

In fact by his own admission, Ferguson 


specialized in economic history and German - 
history because he felt expertise in these 
areas might serve him well outside foe aca- 
demic world But he also says that knowl- 
edge of history can enrich debates about 
contemporary affairs, whether foe topic hap- 
pens to be post-Cold War Europe, me con- 
flict in Bosnia Herzegovina or even whether 
the stock marke t bubble is about to burst. 

Since foe late 1980s, he- has embraced 
journalism. “Zola said that journalism is the 
anvil on which everyone should bash their 
prose into shape," he noted, adding that 
. aggressive editing of his early work taught 
him to write more clearly. And he answers 
his academic critics by challenging them to 
expound and defend their views m public. 
“It is much harder to convince television 
viewers than your students," he said 

Ferguson’s political foes call him a right- 
wing historian or, more generously, an in- 
tellectual conservative, although he de- 
scribes himself as a liberal fundamentalist 
Either way, he seems to be a product of 
Britain under Thatcherism: He believes 
strongly in foe market and in individualism 
and is opposed to government intervention in 
the economy. He has spoken out against 
Britain’s joining the new European cur- 


rency, the euro, although he claims to be **a . 

very European person culturally." 

And he insists that he is skeptical about 
ideologies. “I drink being a historian is a 

said vntf&Taugh, “becauselt’s very hard ta 
see any ideology withstand foe experience of 
200 years of modem history." 

Thus, if Ferguson had to name an un- 
derlying belief,- it might be old-fashioned 

on his doctorate on German inflation. His ' 
massive history. of foe Rothschilds, which' 
covers the period from 1780 to 1918, was foe ■ 
result of five years’ work financed partly by^ 
a research fellowship from the British branch 
of foe Rothschilds, who also auangwi for . 
him to become the .first outsider, to gahi 
access to foe family’s archives. 

- ‘ *The Pity of War,’ - originally inspired by 
his gran d fath er's stint on foe Western Front, 
also involved extensive research, which ted . 
him to go against the conventional historical 
tide and conclude that World War I could 
have been averted. This prompted some cm- : 
ics to tag the book “revisionist" • 

This week, be was in Windsor Castle \ 
working in the Royal Archives In prepa- ; 
ration for his next book, a history of . the 
S axe-Coburg family, which suppled much ; 
of foe 19th century's European rogralty (rit- 
chiding Prince AlbertiQueen Victoria’s con- 
sort). On a year’s sabbatical from Oxford, 
Ferguson is also spending time at theBanlt<& F ; 
England working on a long-term study $*&.;•! 
bond market . . 7 ^ 

He also has been working on “Virtu^L 
History. Alternatives and Counterfactuals^ 
a collection of essays about tine ‘ t whalifs"^f| 
history. “Virtual history" stands attheceai* 
ter of his approach to the past- Specifically, .* 
by examining foe uncertainties, dilemmas 


arid options of history — for instance, 
“Would World War H have occurred with- 
out Hitler?’’ — he challenges the inevit- 
ability of history and the supremacy of ide- 
ologies. 

“I began to realize we have a funda- 
mental problem with historical philo- 
sophy," be said. “Some people just don’t 
think the past could be any different. And 
that leads to the belief foal history repeats 
itself. I think there’s nothing more dan- 
gerous than people who exercise foe power 
of prophecy on foe basis of a deterministic 
theory of history. As Alan Taylor said, all 
we can learn from history is .how to nuke 
new mistakes." 


u*i 


PEOPLE 




A pleading not guilty to a charge of 
violating a new California law foal pro- 
hibits violent felons from wearing body 
armor. The singer for foe group Wu- 
Tang Clan declared himself unable to 
post $115,000 bail Wednesday. Jones 
was pulled over few driving erratically in 
Hollywood on Feb. 16, and police ar- 
rested him after discovering he was 
wearing a bulletproof vest — a violation 
in light of his previous arrests. At foe Los 
Angeles hearing, a prosecutor suggested 
that ODB was the bead of a street gang 
called the Wu-Tang Clan. “I think that is 
a musical group," Judge Kevin Brown 
said. ‘ ‘I have three children. That’s why I 
know that." Jones was convicted of 
second-degree assault in 1993, and is 
awaiting tnal on other charges. 


June, had sold the British rights to Trans- 
world for £S00,Q00 to £550.000. The 


world for £SOO.OOO to £550.000. The 
American rights were reported to have 
been sold for a slightly lower figure. 


The media mogul Ted Turner and 


his wife, Jane Fonda, were fined $600 
for landing in Argentina without pass- 
ports, an immigration official said Wed- 
nesday. T umer and Fonda simply forgot 
their travel documents when they left 
foe United States, an immigration 
spokesman said in foe southwestern city 


of Bariloche. He said that the couple 
arrived aboard a private jet and mat 
Argentine authorities allowed them to 
enter the country through an “excep- 
tional authorization" clause undercur- 
rent immigration law. 
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Grant to Children’s Book Author Is Replaced 


New York Times Service 


W ASHINGTON — An American foundation has announced that it will 
provide money to replace a National Endowment for foe Aits grant that 


The former Spice Girl Geri HalliweU 
has sold her autobiography for about £1 
million ($1.6 million). The Daily Tele- 
graph said Thursday. Quoting her lit- 
erary agent, foe paper said that HalliweU, 
who quit the chart-topping girt band in 


YY provide money to replace a National Endowment for foe Arts grant that 
was canceled when foe endowment chairman learned that it was fora children’s 
book written by a Mexican guerrilla leader. 

J. Patrick I ^noan Jr_, president of foe J. Patrick Lannan Foundation, said it 
would give $15,000 to subsidize foe printing of an English translation of a 
Spanish book, “Hie Story of Color," by foe rebel leader SubComandante 
Marcos. The chairman of foe arts endowment. William Ivey, canceled the grant 
Tuesday when told of it by a reporter. Ivey said he was worried that some of the 
endowment money might find its way to foe Zapatista guerrillas in Chiapas. 

In 1989, die foundation, named for a late Chicago executive, gave $35,000 to 
foe Washington Project for foe Arts for a show of homoerodc photographs by 
Robert Mapplethorpe that foe Corcoran Museum of Ait had canceled. The 
Corcoran show also had received some money from foe endowment. The book 
is a folk tale about Mexican gods who" fill a gray world with brilliant color. 


The Italian architect Renzo Piano has 
been picked to design an addition to the 
Art Institute of Chicago to be completed 
by 2005. After an 18-moafo worldwide 
search, the institute announced late 
Tuesday that Kano, who last year woo 
foe Pricker Prize, was its choice to de- 
velop apian for additional galleries and a 
new garden. 


Cher’s ex-manager is suing her for 
unspecified damages, alleging that he 
had a deal to receive 15 percent of foe 
profits of her hit album “Believe." BID 
Sammeth said is a lawsuit filed in Los 
Angeles that he was fired as her man- 
.ager without explanation just days be- 
fore she sang the national anthem at foe 
Super Bowl. 


. . SMfeDWnKAMdardtem 

INSPLRATION — Richard Gere posing with a Tibetan nun in Pharro-; 
sala, India, on Thursday after a teaching session with the Dalai Lama- 
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You never know where your next business dea will come from. 5a use AT&T DiteCt* SefViCe. With the world's most powerful network, you get fast clean reliable connections from anywhere. 
Plus you 1! always have the option of an operator wno speaks your language. A!! it rates is your AT&T Calling Card or credit card, and you’re well on your way. And now, back to your vacation. 


m 


Steps to follow for easy calling worldwide: 


AT&T Access Number* 


1 , Just dial the AT&T Access Number for the country 
you are ailing from. 


”S *E&! .£^£§36. Au*tri*o 022-WMIl Greece* OMW-IJfl . S«nfiAreb«0 I-WO-Ift 

a ** Bdghmi* MfelMMO /»Wo. Spain. WWW-1 1 


3w -■ -5 


SSfiSL£i-4 


2. Dial the phone number you're calling. 

3. Dial your card number. 





mm 




Czecti RepubJk* _,WM2-000-[0) brae) 1 -«H>*4^4«WS Si— «Ui».. flmmj 

EgnA*(C*lm)» 5 1 0-0200 Italy" —172-1011 I 

France — .O-TOO-W-OQ 1 1 Nethertand«*~ — .0800-022^111 United Kingdom *+ CF800-W-00I1 

GenMfly JgOMSS-aB Russia (Mo»co«*)» .7S5-5041 . United Khttdom * + «0&W4)0ri .’ - ‘ ? 

For access nun*ers not listed above, ask any operator for AT&T Direct Service, or visa our sits ac It’s all within VQUr. reach; j 

wwwjut.com/traveler *' 
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